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is Supported by more than 50 city 
councils, county commissioners ::. , equal to the locally authorized transit gressive tax. But the truth is that 
courts,'and business and civic organi- sales tax with a city-by-city, multiple. thefve painted themselves into a - ., 

zations-in North Central Texas - is corridor, county, or sub-county , corner by consistent. a i d  public: .: 
authority from the' Legislature to vote to maximize local flexibility.": T:T: pledges that they will not raise take:. 
allow local elections oh whethkr to . 

. That language is complex but.i$-':' The sales tax is their safety valve. ::. 
increase the sales tax to f iance  re; popant.,lt would apply only to the.. . .;!: . But we are the ones who suffer ' -  . .  

gional rail operations. . . . :. . . , ' nine counties in North Central Texas ' every day with traffic'congestion and 
In 2003, the editorial boards of The ' , that the Environmental Protection ' 

Dallas Morning Newsand the Fort Agency has designated as &-quality,;. 
its related problems. We are the ones 
facing a projgcted population in- , 

Worth Star-Telegram - a collab-. . . non-attainment heas. To makean . crease of nearly 80 percent over three 
oration that was itselfhistoric - increase acceptable, everyone has to decades - 5.1 million in 2000 to 9.1 
called for a regional focus on meeting , have the opportunity, to move equally million in 2030. 
transit needs. - ireas that.earlier elected transit : . And we should be the>ones who 

That call, in the description of one over other uses,now coGld have both.': get to determine our own destiny. 
transitexpert, brought the iss .~e into Areas that elected'to.spend the mon- The Legislature should give us that 
unprecedented focus simultaneously ey on uses otherthan transit Auld , .  right. '' 

for officialsin more than60 counties increase the money for'transit - and : 
surrounding ~ a l l a s / ~ o i t  Worth w- . 'the playing field.for:uses-like eco- ' : 
port, -the region's tr&sportation hubi hoplit development will remahi level 

People invitedto the newspapers' the aiea. Thatwould meana- . 
summit - held on Aug. 15,2003, o n  ' cent,i+ s6me qeas  'and a half-cent in 
the closing day of the 6th Annual . . I  

&hers; . . : . ;:.. . ' 

. . .  . . , .  

TexasTransportation Summit in ~ r -  For years, cbnventionaiwisd&~i' '.' , 

ving - called for working groups to has been that, attempting to tax for : 
study the issue. In some cases, esist- rail transit was a lost cause. A recent 
ing task forces took up the challenge. study conducted for the North Texas 
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. .  . . , WHO'S O N  BOARD . . . . ,  . ,,. 

, . ,  . _  i .  
. . .  . , 

I . .  . .  : 
. .  , ., . , - .  . . . . ,  . .. . , , ' . "  i . !. .: 

. . 
~eiional Transit Tri-Party ~ ~ r ~ e m e n t  Mo~utibns ~endi"g . , 1 
Counties: Collin, Denton and..Tarrant. . :.-' . ,, , , .~ 

,. , . .  ., . .  ..,. . ,, s..... . 
. . . , . . ,: !: . :  . . . , 

., consideration' 
, . .  . .  - .  . 

. . on a Regional . ' 1  . 
DART rnehber cities,and towni  : ~ddiso i ,  carrolitih, ~a l l a i ,  '' 

Farmers Branch, ~arla'nd, Highland Park., Irving, Plano, Rich- Transit Tri-Pam' 
ardson, Rowlett, , . University Park: .: . .. . . .. . ! Agreement; " ,' " . .' . , :  ~, 

~. 
, ~ , . 

, , . . ' . .. . ..~ . . ;. ..: .; - . . . resolution'j], . ,  he T member cities:~o'rt worth, ~ichia;id'~ills. . ,- 
. . . , . Dallas County, 

I . ;  . ; . ., ~ . . . , L  . 
Conimissioners .. 

Denton ~ounty'Trans~ortation*uthority ;ities:"~enton - : - court, Cockrell  ill, 
Highland Villagk, Lewisville.: ' - ' :; 

< " ::;:- . , .  

, . . . . ,  . , .., ;  ,!.,, - - . , - , . Glenn Heights; . -. ' ,  . , 
: . South'lake, Greater 

Non-transit cities: Allen. Anna, Arlington, Benbrook, Burleson; Dallas Hispanic 
Cedar Hill, Coppell, DeSoto, Duncanville, Euless, Fairview, Frisco, - ,Chamber of 
Grand Prairie, Haltom City, Hurst, Lancaster, McKinney. Melissa, Commerce,. 
Mesquite, Murphy, North Richland Hills, Watauga. . . ' 'H-E-B Chamber of 

Commerce (Hurst- 
Regional organizations: ~egionai Transportation Council, Dallas Euless-Bedford). 
Reaional Mob~litv Coalition (26 cities and five counties), . I 

~aGant ~egionai  ~ rans~or ta t~on  Coalition (64 ,members including,, passed g ' . 
33 cit~es and four count~es), Reglon 13 Texas Mun~cipal League ' , . 

chapter,, 
Tarrant County Mayors' Council, North Texas Commission. s~pporting 

, . regional transit: 
chambers: Greater Dallas Chamber (position statement), Fort ' Cleburne. Colleyville, 
Worth Chamber of Commerce, Burleson Chamber of Commerce, The Colony, 
S~utheast~Dallas Chamber of Commerce, Northeast Dallas Cham- Grapeviqe. 
ber of Commerce. Metrocrest Chamber of Commerce, Richardson 
Chamber of Commerce, Lancaster Chqmber of Commerce. 

' 
Source The T 

I 

Statewide organizations: Texas Transit Association, Tex-21 
- ---. A - 
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E LESS 

City bars ,recreation , .. ., . / .  

in its ponds, i', creeks . . 
I " "t 3 ' 

. ", 
By JESSICA D ~ L E ~ N  Euless during an emergency. 

STARTELEGRAM STAFF WRITER The .City Council ap- 
EULESS - Don't go in the proved the ban last w6ek'after 

water, unless it's a public or ,several boaters were seen on 
private swimming pool. a. city pond. No accidents 
- Swimming, boating or have been reported:" ' . 
floating in the city's ponds Six years ago, the city had 
and .other waterways has , just a few small creeks.' 
been banned. Now it has four ponds - 

Euless has no water-res- three at The Preserve at Mc- 
cue team, Parks and Commu- Cormick Park and one at Wil- 
nity Services Director Ray shire Park . , 
McDonald said. , "It's afairly i e w  siGation 

The closest team is in for the city," McDonald said. 
Grapevine, and it would take Jessica DeLds 817685-3932 
several minutes for it to reach jdeleon@star-telegramcorn 

, 
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Toll road project I f gets a , ,  ; .  f&t-sounding I . - ,  , name. . . , .  - - A ' 
By GORDON DICKSON ing- bids from companies aiming- to ~ N L ~ N E  I .  
nAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER - I t 

build the projects. 
I r 

To view a PDF of the project, go ta :' 
One of the biggest road projects in Existing lanes wjl1 rernain"free, but www.star-trleqram,cam 

Texas history has a new name: North the new lanes will require a toll, so J 

Tarrant Express. motorists willing to pay a premium derstand the purpose of the road con- 
That's what the collection of pro- can bypass congestion. Tolls will be struction, which is estimated to cost 

posed express toll lanes - 36 miles in' collected electronically, and motor- about $1.9 billion. - - 
all - on Interstate 35W, Loop 820 and ' ists will berencourage%tp open Toll- , To view the North Tarrant Express 
Texas 121/183 in Northeast Tarrant Tag accounts. ' + .*t plan, go to www.star-telegrarn.com. 
County are being called now. Coinciding with th; effort, state I 

On Friday, the Texas Department officials decided to giv$ the project a Gordon Dickson, 817-685-3816 ,, 
of Transportation will begin accept- catchier name, to help the public un- * . gdickson@star-telegmm.com - -- 

. * b _ - ,  
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Pulling together 
..:, '- 

All of us m&t-unite to .:.,.,- &hck3,, \.*.y. . i:; 
.:. k., 1, ;;. *%.' .traffic crisis. , ' .  ,.: . . :,., '+.' . 

- h : ~  y ,  : 
The Fort Worth s t a r - ~ e l ~ ~ r a m  'Ad''., 

TfieDallasMorning News are taking. . 

an unprecedented steptoday by joint- ' 

ly publishing thi$ editq$al,, verbatim, , 

on the region,s uansportatioh;ii&s; ,e,,jT . . .+ . .. 
It was acalculated decision to : , ..:Gj;.I 

focus addedattention on a pivotal . . 

meeting of state lawmakers tomorrow 
on funding expansion of ~ o r t h  Texas' . 
rail transit network. ,.w. .:: .., ;-. .,!.. +. ".>, , ,+-p: 

; 
We want to be c l e a k . ~ . n $ t r ~ $ ,  

taa for'unserved areas is ~ru+$-t$~;^:~ ,,-. 
unsnarling the hideous tr'afic gener- 
ated byour'population explosion; 

Lawmakers also must be clear 
about what their constituents, local 

, .. 
. . 

- ,  officials and regionq.plannefs -, =: ,<:,: ,: - .  

saying: Non-transit coh$iixiitieshnd , :p11~~t~~~6!l cii&s and businessand 
counties should be able to b ~ l d l o ~ a l ~ ; ~  civ1crorgaiiizati~$ii l$$signedonto 

'option elections to make rail available, a resolutio$$upp~ttin~~tlie local- 
for their commuters. . , option pl&. &'.", - ' 

;.&*: .. k. ,"&,":. ' 6 .  ' ;. .". . . 
. ,  1 

' . . . ., 

Only the Legislahire can',pqrmit , . 'We could pr6duce. an aval~=he'bf  ' '  

those elections and allow cities mobility statistic's to further support 
levy up to a penny beyond-the, curregt. the ,.-..>, c$e;fbr .. urgency, . .,. . , .. but we'll offer 
sales tax cap of 8.25 percent. Any ':" .;. '". just,a few: id .. ".."" ' . . , 

legislator who is listening to;the,pqb-, :,;-' -W~I& yearsago, North Texans 
lic will attend tomorrowls ,session  and^:' droye an'estimated 75 million.mile's a 
pledge to fight forregiond transit in . ' ,  day. The total has since doubled. In 20 
next year's lawmaking sesSion. .: . .I: more years, the daily total will exc,eed 

It's important torecall that we've '- 22+nilliori. More than half of our , 
, '  

been here before, at the threshold ofa'; "ioad;rjays will bq classified. as con- ' +  
- a .  

legislative session and expecting the <. . gested. 7;;: 
Dallas-Fort Worth delegation to make The Ndrth Central  exa as c o k C i l  
headway in Austin. of Governments estimates that by 

Two years ago, after two regional 2025,53 percent of the projected 
transit summits (which also were 8 million residents in the 10 North 
joint efforts by these two newspa- Texas urban counties will live outside 
pers), local leaders gave lawmakers transit service areas. 
similar marching orders to seek a There is no expectation that road 
local-option transit tax. But their . 

.. constructioncan keep up, dooming* 
efforts fell short in Austin. motorists to waste 40 percent of their 

Expectations are higher today. A driving time ib traffic delays. 
survey taken in eight North Texas, , . . ' North Texans are already tired of 
counties this year shows more than ' '  waiting. Our elected leaders must 1 

two-thirds public support for'a transit give us the option to vote on our own 
tax in unserved communities. And solutions. 

- , .  tT&, . f>.  ";,:,, c. ' ':x;,. , , 3-1- . ,., , , . , .  ... .. . 
. . 

' , 
' , ::,i,:, 

,,:legislative , .  . .  briefing 
? T ~ X ~ ~ S ~ " .  ~&ence Shapiro, R-Plano, 
-'and Rep. Fr4d;qJI<R-~ichardson,, have 

invited all st'ate:legis!pfacs from the .7 -:- 
. nine-co~nty air qu'ality ndn-attainment': 
; 'area:.&ollin, Dallas, Dentd'n;Eifis.John- 

son,:!Capfm+p,.Parker, Rockwall and 
T ~ ~ ~ a n ~ i ~ ~ t ~ 5 ~ R e . a , F i e f i n g  is open 

"(6 ihgp&$ .rb&+l. 3 . : ,  I,, ,+:;:, , .. .. . . . Time: 2 p . ~ . ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  9: ;.$s ,,...;,,r 
tr ,.: 

Place: Irving Arts Center, !,-. 

3333 N.. MacArthur ,Blvd. 

:?;:, *- -,,p - -  - :->. 

, ~ ~ o Z  fhdi?w& $, +, $?? . ., , , . 
.'.h . . .. 

;Le,gislat;ve recom~6n,afi~nf .at -,. . :;.: 
w~~nct;~garg,~~a"~dIegiilafi~+~ .,: ;. , 

. . . . : ~ . b .  .... -, ::+.:.:+., :,:', 

. , . .. . . 

! 

,, 
, ; 
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I . ' ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~  GROUP Gr 
i 

;:?:,;;. ,tARTSNET to. '" 

" . I  t + ,  ' /  seek ne+'fiohe +,., 

9 :  

higher profile ' , I-': - , 
. T , /;- ! #  - a . - 
. . > \,; ; - I  .," ' . ; 

,? :>: - !:<. *: - S l X R - T E L E G W  . ,94,. \ 
' A Bedford group that s iodors  art ex- 

hibits and free concerts is looking for a new . - , ,  u 

home. . . . -. 
ARTSNET has been in 'Bedford Boys 

Ranch for 31 years, and the city of ~edford  
leases the building to the arts group for $10 
a year. 

& -  Three full-time emplbyees work at the 
Boys Ranch office. Art displays and m-in- 
struction classes are held at the building,. 

President Karin Newell, a forriier Bed- 
ford City Council member, said the organi- 

,,zation appreciates Bedford's support over 
the years. But the group Could gain a higher, 

, profile by moving the administrative .,+ > L  office : e  ., 
-elsewhere, she said. *, , 
"' ARTSNET has requested proposals 
from member cities throughout Northeast 

'Tarrant County, Kcluding Bedford. Inter- 
ested cities should detail the advantages of 
being in their communities, Newel1 said. 

! Redford City Manager Beverly Queen 
said she will discuss the city's response 
with the City Council., - 

ARTSNET will take proposals .until 
March 31, Newellrsaid. ,: . - , 

',. . -John Kirsch 
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TRANSIT dent at Texas Instruments, told ,,z,kaer*ao som@bg*rong 
committee members that he '~ihk-d~n<thing,"-~&6~~ hid. 

Still no opposes raising the sales tax ' 'state R;~. Florenc6 ~Yi$piro, 
cap except for education, argu- R'-pldo, said she' d0esn!i sup- . ing +at it would burden busi: pod the SaleS tax'rnd doesn't 

I nesses still adjusting to other believe that area transit 'agen- accord 1 new state taxes. cies such as the Fort Worth 
"You need to jealously gulzid' Transportation Authority,  SO . 

every. element of sales tax 'be- hewn as the T, are squee<ig 
cause we believe, someday, all the money they could from , 
you're going to need it," Ritter fare payers to offset increasing 

on rail , said. capital costs.. 1 - 
His comments drew a harsh But Shapiro predicted that 

response from State Sen. John the North Texas delegation will 
Carona, R-Dalls, chairman'of reach an agreement this 3es- 
the Senate Transportation and siqn. a I h 
Homeland Security commit- , ..she said th; step wo,$d funding CarOna that area : , te  Board, to ask a bipartisan the Legislative research Budget of- 

I elected leaders -- - had - - - beenstudy- - A L - fice based in to provide 

1 I A ~ a l l a i  legislator says he'll : , ing regioial rail for years, in-,, ' .a detailed financial picture for 
eluding an intense review of the operating costs and debt file a bill that would allow the service already experienced by 

Met roplex to raise sales taxes options in recent 
- .  He asked atter: mass transit agencies in 'the 

for commuter rail. Metroplex. '. A 1 : have y'all been the last six Theidea ofregi;balrG iO 
By GORDON DICKSON months? To hear this presenta- 
srmmGRAMsrmwmm tion nbw, at this late hour, connect the area's three ttansit 

agencies - the T, Dallas Area IRVING - With less than a comes as a surprise and to ma-. _-_ c_ , , -- , , 

month before the state Legislature ny a disappointment." -s . - Rapid Transit and the Denton 
convenes, North Texas lawmakers Carona said he will sponsor County Transportation Au- 
still can't agree about how to pay a bill that would allow a local- thority - with a'network. of 
for a regional rail system, and on option sales tax referendum in commuter trains. . I 

Monday, opposing sides butted the Metroplex. , The only commuter rail op- 
heads over it. If voters in Tarrant County erating in the region is the Trin- 

Dallas-Fort Worth transit offi- and elsewhere approved, the ity Railway Express, which is 
cials, city and county leaders and sales tax codd be raised to 8.75 co-owned by the T and DART. . 
some state officeholders support percent to pay for rail - with A second Tarrant County 
raising the state's sales tax cap by a 6.25 percent going to the state line is planned along the old 
half-cent to 8.75 cents to build an y d  up to 2.5 cents goiflg to- Cotton Belt route from Fort 
expanded commuter rail system. ward local needs. Worth to Dallas/Fort Worth 
'But other. state officials wolild "I'm from the school where ' Airport, and it's expected to be 
rather use other funds, such as mo- built regardless of funding 

- tor fuels taxes, or find a way for cit- plans for the rest of the pro- 
ies to divert their economic devel- posedrrail system.) . 
opment sales taxes to transit. A regional system would 

During a state Senate review make it possible to travel be- 
committee meeting Monday in Ir- tween places such as Burleson, 
ving, legislators were under pres- Carrollton and Denton by rail. 
sure to get something done h i s  But getting Btarted is enor- 
session from Metroplex leaders, mously expensive. The esti- 
,who have been asking'for help to mated cost of such a system has 
build a rail system for nearly four increased to about $195 million 
years. a year. , 

The lawmakers vowed to some- 
how get it done. Gordon Dichon Kl7-685-3816 

Phil Ritter, senior vice presi- gdichon@star-telegramcorn , 
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JOE E. WATSON 1 1922-2006 

Richland Hills' 1st fire chief 
. .. 

, .. . i 
. ..I "L. .' . , .. .. 

was afamily man as , '  ,,! 
.,, :. . , ,  . .I . i.( ". . .,. 

, .-.i r:. 
. ' ,: 

I :/ . .  
. . .  -. . . .  , 

J& E. wi t ion - Papa Born'Sept. 15, 1922, in Ra- 
Joefo family and friends - via, Okla., Mr. Watson served Funeral', 
also fought in, World war 11 as a bombardier in the Army 

,l:30,~m: ,Wednesday in the 
and Was & S U ~ Z ~ ~ S S ~ U I  , . busi- Air Corps during War Greenwood Chapel at Green- .':. 

11, flying numerous missions . Funeral Home, 300 ; nessman: 
r in a B-17 bomber over Europe. White settlement ~~~d in 

By SCOTT STREA.TER After the wg,.he moved to Fort Worth. He will be en- 
Snyder, about 200 miles west tombed at the Greenwood 

Joe E. Witson delighted in of Fort Worth, and, in, what Mausoleum. A visitation is 
building . things .from the -became a pattern, started an set for 6-8 P-m-today at 

ground up. electrical business. In Snyder, Greenwood Funeral Home. 
He,wanted to own a busi- , he also married Betty Jo Wit- 

ness, so he bought a small air son. 
conditioner distributing c6m- ,Mr. Watson's business was 

next-door to Snyder's volun- 
teer Fire Department, which 
Mr. Watson joined. That ex- air conditioning units for ,baffl~u~''~~~e~o WednesdaA perience-helped him when he manufactured and pre-built , Gr,nm :. Chapel. :. Entombment: 
moved to Richland Hills and homes. By the time the family , , Greenwood ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ \ ~ u ~ .  Visitation: 6 to 

A ,  

hdped establish its Fire De- sold the business, 20 yearslat- ; ; 8 p.m. Tuesday at Greenwood Funeral 
partment. er, it was worth millions. .; : , tbme. 

, "He laid the ' groundwork Mr. Watson had several se- I , ' . !-' via Joeivas Okla He born was sept: a World 1 5 9  War 922- II in Army 
for the fire service that we rious health problems ' over . .  Air'Corp; veteran. He was a longtime 

built one on ' WATSON . provide today for the city," the past two decades, indud- . residentof Richland Hills, where he was 
Eagle said Richland Hills Fire Chief ing a major heart attack in : ' ,: founding member of the fire depart- 
Mountain Lake, laying the David Anderson. , The . Fire 1985 that nearly killed him. He..' ,, , 'rnent and its first fire chief. Joe was a 
foundation and doing all the Department 'is no longer a always recovered h d  re:. member Of lBEW "Ion 

plumbing and masonry work voJunteer unit. - . ; 
and served on many boards. mained active. But when , Joe and his wife-partner Betty built 

himself. Mr. Watson took his work Betty 10 Watson died four . * hay businesses together, including 
.And after moving to Rich-' as fire chief seriously; said years ago, shortly after the Atlantic Air Inc. in Richland Hills. 

land Hills and discovering Jack Watson, 52, another of couple's 50th wedding anni- ' ' Joe w& preceded in death by his 
that the city had no Fire De- Mr. Watson's sons. Jack Wat- versary, Mr. Watsonnever got ' -Lbn,  .wife0f50years~Be~J0Wats0n;intant ~obert;  . and grandson, Kelly 
partment,heorganizedonein son remembers how, as a overit, hisfamilysays. . , Koons. 
1952, becoming the city's fust child, he was with his father at "He and my mother had , Survivon: ~ o e  Watson and 
fire chief. a grocery -store when a fire the type of relationship every- ' wife, Linda, Jack Watson and wife, 

"He just had a knack about call came through. Before one wishes they,could have," ' Becky, and Steve Watson and wifel Li- 

him for getting things start- running off to the scene of the Jack Watson said. sa; five grandchildren;' and four great- 
' grandchildren. ed," said Steve Watson, 51, of fire, Mr. Watson asked a wom- Mr. Watson also had a very Greenwood Funeral Home 

Weatherford, one of Mr. Wat- an at the store to take ~ack'and close relationship with his ' 31M)Whfie Senlement Road, 877 -33~584  
his brother home. son's sons. sons. 

r 
V i  and sign guestbook at 

"He'dyork all week, and Betty JO was not pleased "The thing we're going to  tar-te~egram.com/ob'nuaries 
then he'd come home, and he when her sons showed up at miss the most about our dad is '  

' 

had to have a hammer iq his the front door with a woman we could call him about any-. 
hand building something on she did not know. thing and say, 'Papa, what J o e  FJa t s on ' s son, 
the weekends." "That's the maddest I ever would you do?' And he would , Jack , i s a c i t f 

Known as Papa Joe to farni- saw my. mother get at h i , "  give you his wisdom," Jack I E~ le ~i~ 
ly and friends, Mr. Watson Jack Watson said, laughing. Watson said. "It's going to be Department re ire . died Sunday at his Richland ' "She kind of scolded my dad hard to lose that." - 
Hills home-of complications about that. Of course; you SCOR Streater, 817-390-7657 
from lung cancer. He was 84. would never do that today. s.streater@star-te~egram.c~m 
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a I ' ' State officials also said that ': B~ GORDON DICKSON 
srm WRITm ,, the 36 miles of toll lanes would 

d- be considered a si$~feproject,,, - 
under the name Eorth Tyranp 

Mike Moncrief on Wednesday Express. , IT: ; : i . i 1 ,  

asked business owners to keep .I appreciate that name,w 
pressuring the state Tarrant 'county Judge-elea 
Interstate 3% which he called 1 Glen Whit!ey said at the 
the city's front entrance. ' tion meeting. 1 

- Speaking to the Interstate WztFy also credited ire 35W Coalition, a group of A'lli- formation of the Tarraht Re- ance-area businesses that offi- gional Transportation- Coali- <!ally formed a year ago:hfon- tion three years ago to repre-.' crief also said that future eco- I sent the western Metroplex,s 
nomic growth in Fort Worth L trampoktation ,needs within 
depends on better highways the North Teks region. an4 regional freight and pas- 
senger ,rail SYS~CW. \ '  I! Gdrdon D~ckson 817-685-3816 
;-,!?we know it's a parfb'f &o& gd~ckson@star-telegmmcom - ----. .. 

e$leq  will perceive our  cify: 
-our- region, as they enter our ' - - 3  - .  . '  - 
front door," Moncrief said in a Transif priorltles 
meeting at the Coca-Cola plant ti;rant ~~,',~t~~~ 2007 trans- 
' on . - Fossil Creek Boulevard. portation priorities: 
'a:, Moncrief and other elected m Ensure that the state fol- 

t 

sf&iaIs praised business lead- 
'q+ -far pushing the issue o f ,  
I-35W at the state level. For de- 
Sades, the,freeway, which has 
(only tyo  lanes in each difec-, 
V - q r -  - - , x r r  - " - 

- ti6nhorth "of &23th Street, was 
kft,off the state's' lists of fund- 
:edbighp& pr,ojects. . 
I .+ $be%about+$y~-~ears  ago, 

4 * ., . , 
, the 35W Coalition began taking. 

lows through onborth Tarrant 
Express toll lanes. 
m Start the environmental 
study for the local portion of 
the Tians-Texas Corridor. 
ff ~ u j h  for help easing rail 
traffic at Tower 55 in Fort 
Worth. 
ftr Push for state funding of a 
regional rail system. 
e Make sure the planned 
expansion of the Grapevine 
funnel stays on course. 

' shape, and government and !a Keep as many projects as 
business officials began lobby- posGble on the region's Trans- 
ing for the state to do some- ~0rtat lon Improvement Pro- - Tri7F--.-.-ir, gram, a list of projects sched- 

<. . 
thing'aboiit I - 3 m 4  , , uled to receive funding over 

I the next two to three years. 
Last week the Texas De- . GO to Austin in January 

partment with a legislative agenda that 
announced that it was ready to promotes Metroplex unity. 
take bids from contractors to ,,,,c,county ,udge-elect Glen, 
build toll lanes on I-35W, LOOP whvtlev '- - 

820 and Texas l21/183. Existing 
lanes would remain free. Con- 
struction could begin in 2009, 
said the agency's Fort Worth 
engineer, Maribel Chavez. 

Moncrief wants work to be- 
gin in 2008. 
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m A tiny new E'uiess cafe se?ves? . 
homemade gumbo, jambalaya agd New- 
OrIe-ms' podboys p d  praljnes:;; s ', ." 2': 

Pierfe's Mardi Gras ~ a f q  fnightLbe 
the best reason'yet to fid.Texas 10. It's- 
dfin weekdays for !unch,iidtdinne?, - 
and ~atuida$s'fofol luncli at 3260 W. -,,?.-. 

i EXess.Blvd. nkar Rgider Drive; call ' . 817-28F4 999.2‘ -4 *'li:l3, ' 8 -  : - LL, T - 
9 I 


