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comed in May as'the new- :
k.,est ‘member of the Euless
'City. Council. In past years
-Michael worked as a police -
"“officer in Euless and cur- -
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City of Eulemsﬁs”Ann'duﬁées
Thlrd Annual Blcycle Rodeo

Euless ’The Clty
of Euless “hosted.
-Third Annualf
Blcycle -+ Rodeo, |
August 19th at the”..-§
Parks at Texa_s S__tar_?'_g; _

The Blcycle
Rodeo emphasized -
the importance of -
bicycle safety and .
educated the chil- -
dren_in attendance .
on the rules of
pedestrian traffic.

agerly line-up to take a piéﬁife w1th ‘“Eiuless’s I;:iheéf: R

The festivities also  for the children. .
included a one mile
treasure  tide with Al in all, it was ..
. _three treasure chests a great afternoon of
filled with great prizes  fun and safety thanks |
-along the way, bounce  to the Euless Police
houses, face painters and Euless Fire
and free refreshments  Department.-

‘safely "and' learn’ the ]

rules of the’ road KEE
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NORTHEAST CLICK

. The Blcycle Rodeo; andTreasure 4
. Ride,. hosted by the city.of Euless,
: took piace’at the Parks at Texas

_Palla Myers .
and.Stasha Barriere:
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-per $100, evaluatlon Th,

‘both parts: of the- proposed
budget, favor droppmg the tax |

?/BO/OG NEWSPAPER

By TERRY LEE GOODRICH
;_j STARTELEGRAM STAFF WRITER

" Euless resident. Tom Stinne-
ford ‘chided. .

EULESS — The Euless Cltyl agatnst the fundmg “for ‘em-

Councﬂ ‘gave 4-3 tentative: ap-

proval: Tuesday, to nearly. $70%
million of a proposed $80 1m11- - '

lion 2006-07 budget. -, " -,
. But the council deadlocked
ona proposed $10 million for

employee health insurance and;};

retirement funding — prompt-
ing some city workers to later

lament that they are being1 used | i

-ployee insurance; callmg their

action “unconscionable.”
“You re. saymg, T can’t get
- my way, so I'm going to hold ci-

ity employees health and safety .

hostage,’ ” he said.*
_The proposed budget mv
clides money for three new
ﬁreﬁghter-paramedlcs

If the rate is 47.21 cents, tax-

as pawnsina dlspute over how ) ‘es onan average—pnced house
much to lower the c1ty proper-x would be - $519.13, "up. from

ty tax rate.. i _
. The seven-member counc11

. lel make its final voté on the
.2006-07 budget Sept 12. They

alsoplantovote ona proposed
property tax rate of 48.95 cents

rent rate i5.49.17. centS'

Three of the seven councxl-\

members, . who voted_against’

rate to 47.21 cents. -

Charlie Miller,. Glen.n Por—“

terfield and Carl Tyson say the

lower rate still leaves ample ci-

ty reserves and could save .
money for some homeowners.

The vote on the employee !
insurance portion of the-bud- :
get was a tie because Council-
man Michael Brown is a for-
mer city employee andrecused -

himself because of a conflict of o
. The  council - can -

interest.

choose to” reconsider the

healthbudget Sept.12. Tax laws

require that budgets be adopt-
ed before a city sets a tax rate.
The city has until Sept. 30 to
adopt the rate ’

onfﬁcmls say.

$509 85 last year. That includes
a 20 percent homestead ex-
emption. The average assessed

home value rose {0 "$132 567 J

from-last year’s $129

mic cnses o

v1ty~' officials say that the
proposed tax rate would vary
dependmg on property valua-

i tion. But they said thata home- 5

owner whose home has ‘not

; changed in valuation will hawve -
~a lower tax bill with either the"

489 or4721 tax rate., f“:;‘r

: Tqrry Lee Goodrich, 817-685-3812 -
e tgoodnch@star telegram.z:om

those votmg :

e 47.21-cent rate would, leave?v
e city ample reserves for 1_ts

FWST

es with part of budget
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BBARD AND BGMMISSIUN g
~ APPOINTMENTS

: 'The Clty Of Euless is currently acceptlng appllcatlons -
-volunteer posmons on various Boards and- Commiissions to.:
~'be appointed.ip:October 2006. Time and frequency of:
- meetings vary,- dependmg upo 'the_board or COI'HITIISSIOI‘I on-:
~ which you serve e s

The follo X
.Civil Service Commlssmn Economtc Development Adwsory
"Board, Historical Preaervatlon Committee; ‘Library Board, -
-‘Parks and Lelsure Serwces»-Board Plannlng & Zomng

Susan Cnm
<City Secretary:
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COMMUNITY CONNECI‘ION
CALENDAR

. TEXAS OLD GUARD FIFE & DRUM

.. CORPS CONCERT: The events of Sept.

- 1, 2001, will be commemorated
during a patriotic concert by the
Texas Old Guard Fife & Drum Corps at
7 p m Sept N at the Euless Public

— iria Tt e -~2i‘,\
lerary 201N. Ector. The concert will
feature uplifting music appropriate for
all ages. For information, call .
817-685-1679 or go to
www.euless.org/library,

DATE DISTRIBUTED

MAD SCIENTIST PROGRAM: The T
Euless Public Library will present dry
ice fogs, chemical magf¢ and g
bubbling potions durmg an |ntegacthe .
program with the Mad" Scnentnst arg
p.m. Sept. 9 at the hbrary 201 Nf.,k ’
Ector. The programis ee. Foras'
information, call 817-685-1679 or go to
www.euless.org/library.
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2nd West Nlle case
tentatlvely conﬁrmed

' EULESS - A'second Euless.- 3
resident this summer has been: _
tentatlvely conflrmed to have the :
West Nile virus, and authorities, .
are planmng to spray for mosqui- .
‘toesiin the'area. Both of the . ..
infected people I|ve in the 76039 .
.ZIP code area, according to a cxty
news release. Euless city employ--
ees are scheduled to spray today::
and Saturday within the bound-:7
.aries’of Harwood.Road; Gladé:: <
“Road, Farm'Road 157/Industrial:

"w1llwél>so spray betWeen Texas iO

Pipeline Road, Farm Road 157/,
Industrial’and Dickey. Drive, s ac
"cording to the release. They. will "
begin'spraying at dusk unless g
the weather turns ramy or thére.”
is excessive wind. ets should be- B
kept mdoors ------ ’
Mark: Ageé»

Graitia
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EULESS.

B A sex offender and former officer
authorities at'baY"_‘fJog;a‘I‘r‘st_t, 13 hy

-

“ By DOMINGO RAMIREZ JR
* it " STARTELEGRAM STAFF WRITER
., EULESS— Jeffrey Andrew Dickson prori- ..
ised negotiators over and over that he would !
Telease his three young children and end a 13- 3
= . hourarmed standoff,
... But the children were .
-:still trapped- in ‘the home .
" Thursday morning when
" ‘the former Trophy Club
police officer went-'to a = .
‘back room and fatally shot
himself in the head. doan o
=T just can’t believe it”
- :said .Bill" Lane’ of . Fort
T S Worth, his attdfney. “He:"
“had such tremendous support from his wife
and his family” ** .- T

1

" Dickson, 33, had taken responsibility for

srAR-‘TELEcRAM/STEwART F. HOUSE |
of Laurel Lane in Euless.

A tactical officer returns to his vehicle Thursday m_dv‘r'n'iﬁg after an armeed standoff in the 100 block

. -
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" His wife escaped around 8
p.m. Wednesday and went to a

pphce

portunity and fled,” William-
son said, “When police arrived,
it quickly turned into a barri-
caded standoff.” ..

‘Gwen Belmares, who lives
two doors down from the Dick-
ison home, said she and her
* husband tried to return home
at 8:45 p.m. Wednesday but
were turned back by police.
They were eventually allowed
to go home about 11:30 p.m.

“It was scary because they
“wouldn’t tell you anything, on-
ly that it was a very dangerous
situation,” Belmares said.

‘fic in the neighborhood. Mid-
_Cities Boulevard was closed”
for 4 couple of hours Thursday
‘morning from Main Street to
AFgller Wlser Road." ..: -i-

_.f-—v-.;ﬂ'—'—\, b LN

rapmg a woman in 1997 whe .One of. the chlldren' toId ,
he was aTrophy Club police of- ostage negotiators who called Foh
ficer and was'a model ‘inmate ’, the house that their father was ? : '\g
as he served his tune for the i taking his own_ life. Bedford
crime, Lane said. S tacncal officers, ‘who had re- !
Dickson was released from ; lieved their fat1gued Euless
jail laﬁt yfa; after servmg su{?z counterparts, burst ‘into ‘the,
months of 2 one-year sentencé™ home and rushed the children p o
for v1olatmg the civil rights of . "to'safety, Euless police Sgt Ronﬁ" %Efiil?y' contaee_ dwftl) Dleg(s)on, '
the womian in the rape case. He . ‘Williamson said. & | amson said. About 2 to

was released early for good be- ./ “Officers " found chkson ‘ iiﬁf,ﬁcfﬁ: svtv :gg o(;? ﬁgzaslcc:iene ‘
aavior, Lane said. " .4 “deadofa gunshot wound to the ' Di cgkson had agreed to let

. “All the reports from jail ‘head. A .22-caliber plstol was
Nere positive,” he said. .= mnearby, Williamson said. : gliecéiltd}f: Irlengeo eclln ;r(eh ttl?sél

Dickson, his wife and their Police believe that the chll- hich worried gffce Wil
*hildren lived in a home in the “dren, who were in the kitchen - I” 1cso waléle LOHICEIS,
00 block of Laurel Lane in- when .officers entered _the" 1arlr)11c1§15(sm ﬁnall romised to
rorth Euless. . . - . house, did not see the suicide. release the chﬂdferl)l by 9 am.,

An argument between Dick- The incident began around - Williams said. but Shgnl be-
ion and his wife Wednesday | 8 am. Wednesday when Dick- - fore that he ba,rricaded hir}hself ‘
norning apparently Jed to the * ,son and his wife got into an ar- dee inside the home and
tandoff. The situation ended ‘gument at their home, Wil- - hof g elf. € ome an
bout 8:50 a.m. Thursday when liamson said. As the argument S, Themsnmmal case against
dickson’s children, two boys progressed, Dickson held his chksonc temmed from iOct
ndagirlallunderthe age of 10, . wife at gunpoint. The children 51997 inscide:tl?n whicl? Dick-
vere rescued by members ofa  arrived at the house about 5 ° son stopped a driver on suspi-
ledford SWAT team. ~ p.m. and were pulled'into the cion ofpgmnken driving Trhe

situation, Williamson said- driver told the officer she was .
sick, not intoxicated.
Instead of citing her, Dick-
son testified, he agreed to give
her a ride to her Trophy Club .

g

As many as four hostage ne-=
gotlators cycled in and out of.
‘the command post and kept.

NEWSPAPER

neighbor’s home to summon:

= £t is my understandmg sheéj :
|  wasin the back yard, had an op- -

" The standoff disrupted traf-

__ FWST

home. But he drove past her
house to a remote location in
the city, where they had sex, ac-
- cording to trial testimony.
- The victim said the sexual
acts were coerced, but Dickson
said they were consensual.
Dickson was required to
register as a sex offender. After

numerous court delays and ap-
peals, a Denton County jury :

found him guilty in April 2003 .
of violating the woman’s civil .

rights and sentenced him to a
year in jail. The same jury
deadlocked 8-4 in favor of ac-

quittal on the sexual assault :

charge. But in March 2004,
Dickson was sentenced to 10
years’ probation with deferred
adjudication after pleading
, guilty to the sexual assault
charge

“ pray and feel sorry for the

‘,famﬂy,”, Dickson’s victim said |

{Thursday. The Star-Telegram

«is ‘not identifying the Grape-

vine woman because she was
Euless standoff

E . Sprjni;ridqe‘ Ln. —’

A
Aformer Trophy
Club-officer
fatally shot .
himself Thursday |
morning after -
holding police-at |
bay for almost
13 hours from "
his:Eufess home.

STAR-TELEGRAM/TIM BEDISON

the victim of a sexual assault.
“No wife and family should

have to go through that. I hate -
what he:did to me, but it should
not have ended this way.”
‘Researcher Marcia Melton and staff’

writers Bill Teeter and Bill Miller
* contributed to this report.

Domingo Ramirez Jr., 8B17-685-3822
ramirez@star-telegram.com

e Bear Creek br. | = —
L = : 1
v Euless 2 Laurel Lf‘ ‘
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S

 Euless: Wife escaped,

: “but kids trapped when -

o ek-ofﬁcer found dead

By DEBRA DENNIS
R Sta.ﬁ'Wnter

: EULESS A former Trophy
‘Club police officer and registered
~sex offender terrorized his family
-+ for 24 hours before killing him-

= self Thursday, police said. -
. Jeffrey Andrew Dickson, 33, ;
rrWas found dead Thursday in a

“bedroom closet at his Euless

home. His three young children - -
were found in the kitchen when '

tactical oﬁicers entered the home
about 9 am.: N
Dxckson s - -yea.r-old
daughter and two sons, ages 7
and 5, were rescued early Thurs-
“day after a' harrowing night of
threats, violence and negotiations'

with officers outside their Laurel -

Lane home: Police said that Mr.
Dickson and his wife, Tracey
Dickson,” had argued - earlier
‘ Wednesday, but police said that

' they did not know the reason for
the argument. Mr. Dickson began
holding his wife at gunpoint
around 8 a.m, Wednesday, pohcej
said.

“The children were gone most
of the day but returned home
around 5 p.m. They, too, became
hostages, police said. Mrs. Dick-
son escaped late Wednesday.

" “The children told investiga-
tors that the father was killing
himself,” said Sgt. Ron William-

[ D YRR T S

som, a spokesma.n for Euless po-

lice
~<The - children
trapped after their father went to

the master bedroom because they -

could not unlock the door to the
out51de : ‘

: “We smcerely believe they did

not witness him taking his life,”
Sgt. Williamson said. “Obviously,

* they were upset somewhat terri-
fied.”

The only weapon found in the j

home was the .22-caliber pistol
found beside Mr. chkson, Sgt
Williamson said.

..Children seemed safe

“We kept contact with him
throughout the night,” Sgt. Wil-
liamson said. “We didn't feel like
be'd harm the children. The nego-
tiations were cordial. He did not
become agitated or threatening.”

‘Mr. Dickson made no de-
mands but would not give himself
up, police said.

- Early in his adult life, Mr.
Dickson was on thé other side of
the law. He wore a badge and had
undergone training similar to
that of the negotiators trying to
coax him into surrendering.

. «- Mr. Dickson became a licensed
peace officer Jan. 18, 1996, ac-
cording to the Texas Commission
on Law Enforcement.

-He worked as a peace officer in
Roanoke for more than a year be-
.fol_'e joining the Trophy Club force
in February 1997.

-Trophy Club fired him eight
moonths later after he was accused
of sexually assaulting a woman he
had pulled over during a traffic
stop.

.According to court records,
Mr. Dickson ordered the woman
out of her car and escorted her
without handcuffs to the back of
his patrol car.

In hos

remained % ca.ted if she did not cooperate.

" al

HENNIG  MCKAMIE

o

He “told the woman he would n be would | =
arrest her for driving while intoxi-

> Mr. chkson then drove the |
woman 'to 2 remote loca.tmn
where the sexu-
"‘encounter
took place, re-:
cords show. -

A . Denton
County  jury
deadlocked on'-
the sexual as-
sault charge but -
found - Mr. -
Dickson guilty
of violating the woman’s.. c1v11
rights. . , N A

Prisonterm
He received a one-year sen-

tence and reported to prison Feb.
4, 2005. He was released on-pro-

Jeﬂ'reyAndrew
Dickson , _‘

‘bation July 22, 2005, said Mi-:

chelle Lyons, a spokeswoman for
the Texas Department of Crimi-
nal Justice.
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"Fhls is a quiet neighborhood,

. a safe neighborhood. We never
thought we'd see police officers
, all over the place,” said Ms. Con-

1stant1ne who has lived here for
22 years. “They did a great job,
but 1twasprettyfnghtemng, Ms.

] Constantine said. “They told us as

| much as they could tell us. We

were very concerned about the

children.- All mght, I pra ed f
the children” -~ ..

Mr. Dickson’s probatlon for‘ P

the civil rights violation expired
in January. .

He pleaded guilty to sexual as-
sault and was still serving his 10
years' probation, officials said. He
also was a registered sex offender.

Marcia Constantine, who lives
across the street from the Dick-
son family, said she knew Mr.
Dickson was a registered sex of-
fender.

“I didn’t know much about it
except that it happened a long
time ago and that it didn’t involve
children,” Ms. Constantine said.

She described him as friendly
and nice.

She was more alarmed by the
dozens of police officers who
swarmed the tree-lined neighbor-
hood and used her back yard as a
command post.

. CHRISI‘OPHER VELFZ/SM.&' Armt

not make his sex offender status

known to all of his associates in-

cluding those involving children.
T-ball coach

. This year, he assisted with a T—

ball team that is part of the Tri-

Cities Baseball Association.

When he asked to be named
an assistant coach, questions
about his criminal backg'round
arose.

John Kidwell, whose son
played on the team, said he had
no reservations about Mr. Dick-
son interacting with the young
players because the parents kept
a watchful eye over their children.

Mr. Dickson, he said, loved
baseball and loved being with his
children.
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“He was a good guy,” Mr. Kid-
‘well said. “I had no problems with
him being around the kids. He
was not a coach, but he was. a.l-'
ways out there helpmg out.™ ‘

Mr. Kidwell said that he is not
sure how or when"he learned
about Mr. Dickson’s sex offender
status but that word spread pretty
quickly among the parents. ..
“ “Once we found out, we looked -
it up on the Internet, and it was
there,” Mr. Kidwell said. “But we
had known him throughout the '
years with our kids playing base;
ball so we didn't think too much
about 1t. He was good w1th the
kids.”

E-mail debdgdnis @dafﬂés#gws.cpm






