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RECREATION CENTER OPEN HOUSE: 
The Mldwa! ~ecreatlon'center W!ll 

,have an open house from 9a,m. t o  
noon Saturday at the cent+, 300 ,' - 
~ ) h w a ~ . ~ r l v e  in Euless. Attendees can 
enjoy a free day of fitness. Instructors 
will answer questions and teach free 
1S;minute classes. Tarrant County _ ' 
Public Health wilt offer an tnteractlve 
"Move and Groove" class along wlth 
pu$lic health screenings. , - - .-.. , - 

CHRlSTMAS TREE RECYCLING EVENT: 
?he clty of Euless will haveits 18th 
annual Chrlstmas tree recycling event 
from 9 a m  to 1 p m Jan 13 at Mldway 
Park, 300 M~dway Drive The event will 
lnclu* a tree-mulchlng -* -- 
demonstration, and bags of mulch and 
tree sapllngs will be glven away fo the 
publlc The city uses the mulch to 
malntain clty parks and medlans 
Resldents may brlng thew own bag to 
fill wlth mulch for the~r gardens or 
flowers. Llmlt one bag per person: ! 
Resldents may dispose of llve -. 

Chr~stmas trees only (wlth no I 

ornaments or I~ghts) at the designated 
area of MldvJay Park through Jan 13 
For lnformatlon, call 817-685-1650. 
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,'.)=en: TO t h r  kuiLss city ~ouricil'for 
I adopting an ordinance that permits the 

municipal golf course and softball facil- 
ities to be charged only 50 cents per ; 1,000 gallons of water used (300 million 
gallons the past two Years). Residents are 
charged $2.80 per 1,000 gallons. I 

George Moore, Euless 
- 
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Business evacuated . 

by firefighttiis - -  
EULESS - Firefiqhter~~evacu- 

ated a business Friday afternopn 
after an employee discovered 
what authorities say looked like, 
an artillery shell near a parking 
lot. No one was injured In the 
incident, which happened about 
1230 p.m. at Simtek Inc. in the 
15(XI block of Royal Parkway. An 1 
employee had discovered the 
object several days ago and left it 
near the parking lot but never 
reported it. Another employee 
found-it Friday and called au- ,, 
thorities. "There was no history 
at that location for a Shell to be. 
thefe," Euless fire investigator 
VeFnon Gilmore sald. At first, " ' 

me8ibers of the Northeast Explo- 
sivc~esponse Team used a robot 
to t ~ y  to  retrieve the object, but i t  
was, toolheavy, authoritiessald. A 
member of the team then placed 
the object in a container. Au- :'' 
thorities said'they could not 1 

determine whether the object Is 
a shell. It was to be examined by 
the Army, a fire offlcial sald., -, - Domingo Ramirez JI: 

: , 1, , . ,, ,, 
- .  
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A clash over 
ritual sacrifice 

Santeria leader fights Euless ban on 
killing of animals as &ont to faith 

By MICHAEL GRABELL 
-Staff Writer 

EULESS - The room was det up with benches 
and shrines, the herbs, dried coconuts and eggshell 
chalk laid out on a table. With the preparations done, 
10 church members sat by the pool behind the red- 
brick home on the cul-de-sac and drank beer. \ 

The next day, they would sacGfice a chicken to ini- 
tiate a new member, using the energy in its blood to 
communicate with the spirits, known as orishas. 

But then Euless police knocked on the door. 
The officers expfained to 'the priest, Jose ~ e r c e d , .  

that killing animals of any kind is illegal within the 
- -  , , . - -  - 1. . -- -. - -. . . l - - - T -  

Santeria priest Jose Merced has fled a 
federal discrimination lawsuit against Euless, 
seeking to d c e  animals in his rites. 

city limits. And Mr. Merced tried unsuccessfully to 
explain that animal sacrifice is as essential to his reli- 
gion, Santeria, as the Eucharist is to Catholicism. 

Now, Mr. Merced has filed a federal discrimina- 
tion lawsuit against the city, &=sting the African- 
+. - - -  - --- 
Caribbean religion and the quiet 
suburb into the spotlight. And Mr. 
Merced has a U.S. Supreme Court 
q s e  supporting Santeria animal 
sacrifice, indicating that Euless 
might have to compromise. 

, "It appears that city officials are 
either deliberately defjlng the Su- 
$&ne Court justices on this ruling 
o&.they're simply confused," said 
Ealesto Pichardo, head ofthe San- 
teda religion in the U.S. and the 
plaintiff in the 1993 Supreme 
Court case. 

Euless officials declined to pre- 
sent their side of the sto.~~, saying 
they wouldn't comment on their ,, 

dispute with Mr. Merced, the in- 
tentions of their ordinance or the : 
Supreme Court case because of the - 
pending lawsuit. ' , I 

The city's code' says the law 
against slaughtering animals is in- 
tended to promote "the health, 
safety, morals and general welfare 
of the city," "to protect property 
values" and "to enhance the qudity 
of life of persons, pets and other 
animals." 

The dispute has left many resi- 
dents in the Dallas-Fort Worth ar- 
ea wondering: What is Santeria? 
How did it get to Euless? And 
where do you draw the line be- 
tween religious tolerance and a 
~0mrnunity's"iight to ban the kill; 
ing of animal$?: - 

, ,!+'S;?" 

Long p$& to U.S.- - 

Santeria, '$cjhown as Luku- 
mi, originat$+ong the Yoruba 
people in, so$$w&ern Nigeria 
thousands of yehs ago and camk 
to the Caribbean ' through' the 
trans-Atlanticplave trade, s* - 

It arrived ip South Florida dur.;, 
ingthe Cub4 ebdus ofthel960s. 
High priests: or obas, like Mr. Pi: 
chardo e s d t e  that there are 3 
million to 4 million followers in' 
the U.S. 

"This is not drinkingblood,*and 
we don't sacrifice children," Mr. 
Pichardo said. "It is an Afi-ican re- 
ligion that has its own central dog- 
ma, its own bible. It is apre-Chris- 
tian religion. It has its own 
ceremonies. ~t h& its own rituals." 

But like other African religions 
that followed the slave trride, such 
as voodoo and macumba, the 
practice of Santeria takes place 
outside the public eye; through 
home worship instead of in a cen-, 
tral temple. 

W e  don't do it in a church be- 
cause due to t& trans-Atlantic 
slave trade and the diaspora, they 
totally pulverized those kinds of 
religious and social structures," 
Mr. Pichardo said. 

Believers in Santeria came to 
Euless for the same reason many 
others did - its proximity to Dal- 
las/Fort Worth International Air- 
port and.higher-paying jobs with 
the airlines. 

Mr, Merced arrived from ~ u e r -  
to 'Rim in 1990. He says at least 
four other Santeria families live in 
Euless, and he estimates that there 
could be as many as 6,000 follow- 
ers in North Texas. ) , .  +, 

There'S some in ~e&ord ayd 
there's some'in Hurst,'and some 
are in Fort' Wofth," Mi.; Meiced 
said. They're everywhere. They're 
just scared of getting in trouble." 

The complaints started after he 
became the only Santeria oba in 
the region in 1999 and startedper- 
forming rituals and holding gath- 
erings at his house. Neighbors be- 
gan complaining to police about 
cars blocking driveways, loud 
chanting, animal cries and smells. 

There have been many ceremo- 
nies at the house, but Mr. Merced 
says he's conducted just two ani- 
mal sacrifices in the area, using 
chickens and goats. 

The offerings 'are an essentid 
part of the religion, considered so 
sacred that Santeria would cease 
to e&- without them. Santeria 
teaches that the orisha spirits, 
which emanated from God, can 
manifest themselves only through 
the energy contained in blood, 
which opens a channel of direct 
communication with the orishas. 

The blood is also an essential 
part of what makes a priest a 
priest.- . 

I 
-- - 

"If you were to remove animal 
offerings from ordination rites, 
[Santeria] would not have 
priests," Mr. Pichardo said. 

"Can we remove the *dm- 
bolic cannibalistic act of drinking 
wine as Jesus Christ's blood?! he 
asked. You do that, you do not 
have the ability of conducting a 
Christian Mass." 

After the ritual, the animals are 
cleaned, cooked in a stew and eat- 
en during a feast. 

Diversity in E u l ~  
Euless isn't some hayseed Po- 

dunk, ignorant of other cultures. 
This is a town that rallies around 
its high school football team's 

$ . -  
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ANIMAL SACRIFICE IN WORLD RELIGIONS ,; - 
An~mal  sacrif~ce has been used honor o f  Abraham's 
In nearly all the world's major will~ngners t o  slay  IS son at 
rellglons at some t~me .  God's commandrnent'and - 

T h e  Old Testament 1s r ~ f e  God's prov id~ng of a'ram 
wlth references t o  the sacr~fice instead. The holiday, known as ' 
o f  rams. Jews abandoned the Eld al-Adha,?was cel~brated., _ 
r~ tual  after the temple where last week: . - , .. , 
sacrlf~ces were performed was . In Christianity, the crucifixion 
destroyed. The Torah of Jesus replaced anlmal : 
commands that sacr~fices must sacrifice under the belief that 
be done ~n a place Jesus was the Lamb of  God 
commanded by God. and no and h ~ s  ultimate sacrifice 
sacrlflce can take place u n t ~ l  a redeemed the world of  its slns. 
new one IS des~na ted .  Thls sacr~f~ce is 

Many Muslims commemora ted inMasswi th ,  
commemorate the end of  the the sacrament of the wafer and '  
Hajj by  sacrlflcrng a sheep In wlne. i 

-- rw -.- - - 

, " ~ f  in the city, you literdy can- 
, \ not kill animals for any reason, YOU 

can't them," he said. "But if 
the allow any other exemption for 

! theGUingofmimas,thenthdre 
dead on anivd; 

Edess' ordinance do=, make 
, exceptions for rodent control'. It 

.' also the city caqkill any ani- 
md that has rabies or attacks an- 
other animal or 

Butthe city also allows animals 
to be euthanized at the local shel- 
tef for other reasons. . 

And large gatherings around 
.the of livestock are not 
that uncommon in Edess. 

SinceimmiFatingtoEdessin 
-- L- - 
the early 1980s, the ~on&s ha"e 

, celebrated holidays by roasting 
dancing of the haka - a Poljme-. He said tK66&rifiG is dondu-  ' , pigs in a tradition similar to Ha- 
sian war dance that involves manely with isiZglgle $umcturing of waiianluaus. 
chanting, chest-thumping q d  the carotid artery with a 4-inch Thefesti~alsb~membersofthe 
tongue-flailing. knife. After cooking; the-.rem@ns Tongan First United Methodist 

The city of about 50,000 peo- are thrown in the bash. " Chprch on Main Street sometimes 
ple has one of the highest concen- 1 Yf you go to a store and buy a 1. volve as mahy as 15pigs, saidthe 
trations ofTongans in the U.S. and rotisserie chicken, you eat the Rev. Alex Latu. Because few peo- 
a large percentage of Mexican im- meat, wliere do you put the ple have freezers Iarge enough to 
migrants. Almost 40 languages bones?" Mr. Merced asked. "Does fit a whole hog, sometimes "they 
are spoken in its elementary Kentucky Fried, Chicken have a / go and buy them live and kill it in 
schools. special place to put the bones?" ! the backyard," he said. 

W e  are not, narrow-minded, But city officials again told him Mr. Latu said city officials have'- 
and we certainly are not insensi- that any killing of animals was expressed concern about outdoor' 
tive to other cultures," said Betty prohibited. roasting only during , severe ' 
Fuller, whose husband is related to Mr. pichardo, thehead priest in droughts. Tongans have complied 1 
the town's foundersGho migrated the U.S., has been down this road with the burn bans, he said. Pig ' 
to Texas *,the Civil War. before. In 1992, he went beforethe roasting is a cultural tradition, not: 

Ms. FuKer lives' four houses Supreme Court to challenge an or- a religious one. 
doutn from the house whek Mr.' dinance in Hialeah, Fla, prohibit- W e  just 1- as a minority to 

' L  __- __- _ - - - &- - -  . - - 
Merced performs the Santeria i t -  ing the sacrifice of animals but cope and work with the communi- 
u&. She said she believes theyre making exeeption~ for other kill- '3'1 not to stay and hide within OW 

entitled to their religious beliefs ings, such as &hing, hunting and Own little four comer%." Mi: LatJ 
said. ,: - but shouldn't be sacrificing ani- the euthanasia of pets. ,. I 

, t 

mals in aneighborhood.~ears ago, with all nine justices concur- . He said he's never heard of 
her husband's ank tors  slaugh- ring, the supreme Court ruleathat Santeria. He has no problem with 
tered pigs and chickens for food on the law was "gerrymandered" to people with different beliefs, but 
the very same land. target Santeria. he said he generally associates mi-' 

'YOU would wring a chicken's Mr. pichardo said Mr. Merced's md sacrifice with cults. , 
neck and have it for Sunday din- lawsuit involving Santeria animal ''It's a little bit strange," he said. 
ner, and that was perfectly fine," sacrifice is the first he's aware of "If that's what they use for their re- 
Ms. Fuller said. "That was back in since the high court decision. ligious rituals, it's OK I don't 
the '30s and '40s, when there were B~~ that ruling may not provide if it affect the whole 
only 200 people living in Euless. acleavidoryfor Mr. Merced, reli- in the future. 

"This is not ~ut-in-th~-~ountry gious law experts Edess' or- time to time, those kinds of reli- 
Euless anymore." dinance has been on the books gions turn out to be something 

Legal debate since 1974 and wasn't created in I think they might wtqnt to 
response to Santeria followers. have the look at it.'' 

After the police confronted him Kelly shackelford, head of the 
last May, Mr. Merced brought an- plmo-based Liberty Legal Insti- E-mai'mgrabell@dallasnews.com 

other Santeria priest from Puerto tute, said the suit would probably 
Rico to meet with city officials. come down to whether the city en- 

forces ~ t s  bal  wit11 no exceptions. 
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IRVlNG -Travis Eddie Kelsey, 65, 
died Saturday, Jan. 6,2007. 

Funeral: 11 a.m. Thursday In 
, Brown's Memorial Chapel. Burial: Oak 

Grove Memorial Gardens. Visitation: 7 , 
I to 9 p.m. Wednesday. - - . -- - - - 

He was one of the owners ofNorth 
Main Barbecue in ,Euless. He was p re  
ceded in death by-a $ugMer, ,@slim ' 

Kelsey. a 4 = . , 
Suwlvors: W i ,  Susan Kelsey of 

Irving; daughter, Carrie Patchen and 
husband, Paul, of Arlington; stepson, 
William Burke and family of Forney; si$ 
ters. Patricia Falk of St. Louis, Mo., San-2 I 

dra Teague of McAlister, Okla., and Lin- 
da Rowe of Bland, Mo.; and grandchd- 
dren, Matt 'Sam: Rachel, and Hope 
Patchen, all of ~r1ington.y + 1 ,-, - 

Brown's Memorial Funeral &e ' 

* I ~ n g ,  972-254-4242 - : 1 

Visw aid sign guestbook at "I:*$ . 
w.star-telegram.&&uarms 

. (L I 
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:NORTHEAST. & AREA BRIEFS ': 
- - -+  2- '--- s '-.2-.&&-~> . - . * . .  . 

A , .. .. . . .. . . . , . ~ o m p ~ . ~ & a m s t e r s , .  , ,, ;, 

s, in, c o n ~ t ' ~ ~ ,  g:rv. , ,  ;i ;..& . , :.:: ., ,, .J- :, ' 

, ,  . . . , ; . , , . . . . ; ,_... 1 

: Contracf negotia~@ns@etwj'en, ~ t t i e d  w i s k '  
-in Fort -Worth an$feam$f&rs yn(on'Ldce1767..,<; 
'wi~l.resuFe;t<~~~;~i~~,;i~~;~~icj;l sii.dq.u"is": ::. 4 

w o r k e ~ s ' p l ~ n : t i j ~ r < ~ ~ i , ~ : , ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i I  an:: ,: I ; .: 
,~. ., .. 

agreemerit'is reached;.~l~cal:pre~iden'f~~eslei/ 
Jenkins said i h ~ d ' ~ t a t e m m e ~ t ~ ~ b o ~ t t ~ 0 o : u n i o ' ~  
workers - dri$ers-and:hel:@&ry$;kalkedbfj; :... 
their jobsfat A ! l j e ~ j a f t ~ ~ f , @ ~ p r e < i o ~ ~ a q r ~ ~ , - .  
ment expired Dec l$.:Pl!ied:se$ve~,r?oe than 
25 communities in;Ta~~ant;ppd!;s6utherJ .Den-:' 
ton counties, and'tras~,cotlec~i~~;iii'some;, , .  . 
areas.has been'delayed 6ytk:st:rike But Allied 
says it is "f",li/ o~&rat.iona.ij"..::'".:~ z .  ::. ,<,.I .' , : ' , , ,  , , ,  . .  . ,,,, '.. .-.- n . . .  . ,, .-, , .-:3"',,, ," .. 

- .  1 ? l .  ~ 

. . , . , ~ ' ~ .  , , > c; ,' ' . . . . .. .. . .: ,. : ,,,.,. . ., ,+,,.., ., . 2k!g;;:;:-Mknne . ~et t /es .  
.. . 

, ,., , ,,., ~ - . ~ , g  ;;,T.>,,, .:~:,:;{=~.$.::L;~;;, . ~ . ! ' ~  
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'IW town meetihgs , 
slated for this' mbth" .. , 
' EULESS - Resiaeirts can ,, 

attendtwo foryms this, month 10 
tell city ~fficials~what's on?thej! 
minds. The city will host tawn ' 

meetingstat 7 p.m..:Thursday and 
Jan. 25 at Euless City Hall, 201 N. 
Ector Drive. It's an opportunity , 
: . . to ask questibns or make '2"  4 -  

comments for the staff70r iouncil' 
to respond, said Betsy Boyett," ' 

tornmunications manaaer. Citv - 
official? will also addr& is;ue'k' '' 

from the 160 responses the kity 
received in a mail-in sqrvey sent,, 
in December. Staff will also make 
presentat~ons about construction 
projects and the revamped Arbor' 
Daze festival: - , ~. 

- a  , 
-Jessica Deledn 

r <  
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CHRISTMAS TREE RECYCLING EVENT: 
The c ~ t y  of Euless will have its 18th 
annual Chr~stmas tree recycling event 
from 9 a.m to  1 p.m. Saturday at 
Midway Park. 300 Midway Dr~ve, The 
event will include a tree mulching, 
demonstration, and bags of mulch and 
tree saplings will be glven away to  the 
public. Free hot dogs and drinks will be 
served. The c ~ t y  uses the mulch to  
maintam c ~ t y  parks and med~ans. 
Res~dents may bung thew own bag to 
fill with mulch for thelr gardens or 
flowers. Limlt one bag per person. 
Res~dents may d~spose of live 
Christmas trees only (with no 
ornaments or Ilghts) at the designated 
area of Midway Park through Saturday. 
Fur 1nformation.cal!817-60g~1650. . 

2- 
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EULESS , 

Apartment complex ike - A 

forces out 10 fandies 
~ b o u i  10 families are in 'new 

homes after a fire Wednesday at' 
the Westdale Hills apartment 
complex caused an estimated 
$500,000 insac$* $fire offi- 
cial said. E d ~ " ? @ $ + ~ e ~ a r t -  
ment investigator ,Veqon Gil- 
more said a womm&l@d her 
5-year-old child-':w+S @i an 
apartment in the ,1300 block of 
Monterrey ~ o u l h  when the 
fire started mjmd 11:30 am. 
The woman s;tFered minor inju- 
ries and was taken to a nearby 
hospital. No other injuries were 
reported. Frefighters fiom Eu- 
less, Hurst, ~edfordXand .Fort 
Worth rssponded. Mr. a m o r e  
said $at h e  offici'alslwere still 
'trying to determine @e & h e  of 
the fire but that i t ' a p p e d  to 
have been accidental. . 

From staflrepo~ts . -. 
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BY MELISTA VARGAS 
, ,, STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRITER 

.? - 'EULESS - Firefighters - ' 
if&&:. Bedford, Euless, Hurst : 

Fort Worth worked for 
! 7 &6r&than . . . r, . , ... an hour Wednesday i 

.. .., :'morning to control a fire at the , 

Muirfield Village Apartments - 

in the Westdale Hills section of 
Euless. 

-- -- . - . 

A 30-year-old woman with 
second-degree bums on her 
right arm was taken by ambu- 
lance to Harris Methodist 
H.E.B. hospital in Bedford. No 
other @juries were reported. 

Damage was estimated at 
,$4,000 to $5,000. Officials are 
unsure what sparked the blaze, 
but they don'tbe1ievej;t was in- __------ . --cil 

. tentionally set, Euless inspec- 
tor . " investigator Vernon - 
Gilmore said 

Firefighters responded to 
the blaze at U:36 am. at Mon-: 
terrey Boulevard and Pipeline 
Road. The woman was asleep 
when someone knocked on her 

-door to tell her that the build- 
ing was on fire, Gilmore said. 

- "w- - - .  -- 
The woman's apartment 

'and the one above hers were 
charred and covered in black 
soot. The blaze left a gaping 
hole in the south side of the 
building. Evacuated tenants 
watched firefighters hose 
down the carpet, couch and 
television in the woman's 
apartment. 

Other tenants were eventu- 
ally able to return to their 
homes. 

Resident Ebenezer Jackson, 
53, said he was sleeping when 
he received a phone call. As he 
talked, he heard a woman 
screaming outside his apart- 
ment. He opened the door to a 

. - .-. , ,-,. ... . 

f , womansuffered ~i+fiqhte(iirriin . ,*.. fiu&ifi& d2degie b k e d  bQns td c o n ~ ~ ~ l : t h & . ~ i a i ~ ~ 3 0 : - ~ e . a i - o l d -  ,an cC~:C;y-:-:Y;.+j;~; ;;., h-;"". 
. . ,. :, ,, -.,,... , , , , ,, , . ... . ,$ ,:- ,;:: :,+%;!:;'. .,<.:?<.;;, 

. .,., , .  ,,.... . , .,.,.. '.'"'-,"' 
,L~<.s.... I . -  . . . ..,,.,',., " . ,_, ,  

:'wall bf .imbie; , '  grabbed '-his ' , , :"I h~$<bein..ber.c:-'f$r.oyer ::'.;. - 

jacket-and fled. He s t o d  in the five years, .h&'%-ii$ape,':,never. 
parking lot,and shook his head seen '~yt,ythi~,l '$@j.$~'~;;~@d 
as s m o h  began to billow ,; :,I.,.. ... a . fro~$,::~ackson'~who$e . .  ... . ~ ~ e ' ~ . t . ~ ~  ,,*,$-% ::?::-;;:*+ ,.;:. ;' , 
his ap&.kment windows. - ?; $;:pot damaged, . ,.,.:,.?:Z,~W: ";,!<. 

. "-7s. .,.- . ./. 
. I . .  . >;. :? , : .. 

,,<;.>-:;";. ,.-:, : '  . 
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OLD ORDNANCE - 

Shell found rat firm 
The round will be de- 

dates -- - to - C i d  - L A  - -. War . - 

fused by the members of the shell could still contain 
I 

the Northeast Explosive black powder. . 
Response Team. - I  " ~ t  still had a fuse capat the 

end of it," said Euless frre in- , ' 

BY DOMINGO vestigator Vernon Gilmore. 
RAMIREZ JR. 

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF 
, , ' The shell is of a type 

from Parrott cannons du 
EULESS - A civil W$ ar- 1 the Civil v, authorities s 

tillery shell found near a NO weapon was f o q d  with 
, c 

business parking lot may shell. . ,  
have been the souvenir of a ldWe don't know' hoiv it ' 
Texas Confederate soldier or ( ,here," Gilmore said. "It co 
a collection item that was 'have just fallen fr0m-a wag?n 
misplaced, a state Civil war , +' traveling this area.': , 
expert said Friday. I '.' The shell was reporfed- 

The 20-pound shell was ' Bbout 1250 p.m. Jan. 5 51 the 
found Jan. 5 lying flat on some 1500 block of ~ o y a l  P ~ I w ~ Y .  
dirt near a parking lot on ~n employee had discov- 
Royal Parkway, but authori- ered the shell several days ear- 
ties hiitially were not sure North Richland Hills Battalion lier w M e d o i n g y a i d ~ o r k 6 d  
whether it was an artillery Chief U~ar les Goqqins holdst he left itinear the parking lo! but 
round. 140-year-old shell. I never reported it. Another em- 

A military official in- l or,  Rich&-;aid, Civil war ployee found it on the grpund, ,I ' C  

' formed local authorities this collectors could have lost the , a d  Simtek officials called au- At frrst, a robot was sent in* 1 
a _.A,$ _ 

'week that the 140-year-old shell in the area- l thoritieg: '-' 3 t.. :, ,. :' . e- but the shell was too heavy for 
shell was a live round from .A Civil war shell in , Firefighters evacuated the 1 the robot to lift, authorities 
the Civil War era. condition could be worth business as expl0SiveS experts said. An explosives team mem- 

"There were several bat- $400 to $500. tried to remove the 20-pound ' ber then grabbed the shell a d  
r i  ties fought on the Texas The live round was sched- ,:. shell. - t t  p l a c e d  it in a container. 7 v . 

but nothing around tiled to be defused in a few Domi&o Romirez Jr ,817-685-38Z 

said Ray Riche~, the days by the members of the mmirez@star-telegmnieom * 

curator of the Texas- Civil Northeast Explosive Re- 
War Museum in White set- sponse Team, who retrieved 
tlement- "A few of the sol- it f r m  *property at Simtek 
diers may have brought back Inc. 
some shells as souvenirs." Authorities believe that 

- 
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Vernice Ethel Gunter 

BURLESON - Vernice Ethel Gun- 
ter, 78, went home to be with her Lord, 
on Saturday, Jan. 13,2007, in Burleson. 

Funeral: 1:30 p.m. Monday at 
Mount Olivet Funeral Chapel., lnter- 
ment: Mount Olivet Cemetery. Visita- 
tion: 3 to 5 p.m. Sunday"at the funepl 
home. 

Born Jan. 14, 1928, and raised in 
Fort Worth, she graduated as valedicto- 
rian of her class at Car?er-Riverside , 

. . ' Y >  
High -- - schoolr- - - 

She met and married the love of her 
life, George Gunter, who preceded her 
in death in 2002 after 56 years of mar- 
riage. r t.. . 

After her retirement in 1 g 5  from the 
c' of E&ss she and George moved to 
&eson for their remaining years t e  
gether. 

Survivors: She ieaves behind son, 
Michael Gunter (Diane) of Bedford; 
daughters, Melinda Guinn (Ray) of 
Houston, Becky Murphy (Mike) of Stan- 
wood, Wash, Lori Warner (John) of 
Burleson; 11 grandchildren; nine great- 
grandchildren, wth two more due in 
March; brothers. J.W. 'Buster" Under- 
wood (Mary Kay) of Burleson and Rob 
ert "Bobby" Underwood (Pat) of Austin; 
special brother-in-law, Earl Miller of Cle 
burne; and numerous nieces, nephews 
and other family members and friends 
who dearly loved and will greatly miss 
her. 

Mount O l ~ e t  Funeral Home 
2301 N Sylvanla Ave.. B31-0511 

Vew and slgn guestbook at 
www star-telegram.oom/ob~tuar~es 
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EULESS -Willie  ad McCormick 
passed away Saturday; Jan. 13,2007, 
at her h ~ m e  In Euless.at the age of 98. - E , ~ravesdde t$ew!ce?$.,:i! 2 p.m,, 
' ~ e d n e s d a ~  in pleasant Ridge Ceme- 
tery in Centerville. Visitation: The family 
will receive friends 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday 
at Lucas Funew\~ome,'1,321 Precinct 
Line  odd iA HU&. f-k4 

' ~ernorihls: I n  lieu of flowek, Ms. 
McCormidc had requested contribu- , 
tions be made to the Euless Library ok I 
the Preservation~fCommittee :which ' 
o y s p s  the McCprrniCkparn w_hich is 1 
on the preservatlon site: Donations may I 
be sent to the citji.of Euless,/n y e  of. 
Mrs. Susan Crime,'Euless cjty'secre- 1 
tan-201 N. Ector, Eirles~?W9?- bc' 

.She was born Oct. IF; 1908, thez 
sixth of nine chiMren borp to Luey and1 
Bill Ward in Leon -County, Lsix .miles - 
southeast of ~en!erville~* , 

- 

Mrs. ~ c ~ o m i d - w a s  marti& io - 
Walter W. "Mac" McCormick'4n May 
1929. Mr. McCormick preceded her in 
death in June 1995, To thislunion wqs;, 
born one daughter, El~zabeth. . A 

Mrs. McCormick atterlded'the first, 
10 grades of school in a oneroom, two- 
teacher schoolhouse *.and graduated 
from Jewett HighrSchool.'She entered 
the Univers~ty of Mary Hardin-Baylor in 
1926 and graduated in 1929 witha ma- 
jor in chemistry and a minor in math. 
Mrs. McCormick was a member of First 
Baptist Church in Euless from 1948 un- 
til her death. She worked for LTV for 20 
yeais and retired in 1973 as an engi- 
neer, 

she was electediothe city douncil in 
gay 1973. 

Survivors: Her- dabghter, Eliza- 
beth, who still livesop the original farm; 
grandchildren, Wanda Whitley and hus- 
band, Tommy, Jackie Olsep and hus- 
band, Gary and Billy Mack Wilcox; five 
great-grandchildren; tour !great-great- 
grandchildren. ' 

Lucas Funeral Home ''" 
H u ~ t .  817-284-7271 

V~ew and slgn guestbook at 
ww star-telegram mm/ob~tuar~es 
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BRIEFING 

Irving police;pokesman David ~ u l l  said a vehlcle out of a wrecker's lot. But Some 
the department will need a couple of years drivers have found a way around the prob- 

to know whether the plan is working. ~ u t  lem. 
month-to-month towing figures show no "A lot of them, the ~nsurancedoesn't 
trend up or down. In June 2005, Irving I last long," said Andy Chesne~t Owner of 
became among the first cities to adopt a B&B Wrecker Service, which tows vehicles 
towing policy. 1 for Bedford and Euless. "They %'. < get insurance 

A smaller,more isolated city could see a fOra couple of days." 

quicker response, but the Metroplex overall 1 When Bedford started its towing ~ol~cvs 
'may never see much of a change in tt asked its wrecker service'to make the city 

towed, Tull said. aware if drivers are buying very short-term , 
"2/ou1ve got so many people coming to ' policies to pick up thUr vehicles. 

visit, on business, I don't know if you'll ever The -em still -king. 
sega huge drop,"~ull said. Hurst resident Bill Dlckson said his 

mat happe& if a motorist is rtopw ' grandson was lnvolved in an accident in ' 
Bedford. . . and doesn't have proof of insurance? 

A vehicle may not towed if +n officer The motherof the other driver showed 

can confirm that a driver has Insurance ,. proof of insurance, but the insurance com- 
-- --- -- - pany said she had not paid her premium for ' even If he doesn't have insurance .several months. The D i c k ~ n s  would have .., 

ments. 
"We go out of the way not to towon saia had to pay the repair bills if ~ i l l ,~ i cksonh@ 

Bob Freeman, interim Euless police chief. . not won the case in s0lall-claims court. rc-. 
Bedford Deputy Police Chief Roger ' "just because someone has that SliFi, .;: 

Gibson said the department wants offi- that doesn't mean they necessadlv pave "' ,. .; X?* 
cers to exercise good judgment. F O ~  ex- insurance." Dickson said. . 
ample;-a driver might have documents He would lib for authorities to havh i2 
rhowiry a histow of policies, but none of database to look up proof of insurance:$: 
them current. The officer would be encour- the spot. i , [- ,,? 
aged to verify that the insurance is still Towing wdinances by citY - - '- 5 

current. ,, , Here is when area cities begar! towing'' 
The department is also twin;& ipeed vehicles and the number towed far- gG 

up insurance veriflcation, which can take 10 hdford:September, 98 vehicles ): 8' 
to 15 minutes. ~ulcrs: May, 206 vehicles ~2, 

"We're strJl tweaking our process," Gib- Haltom City: June 2005,950 2i- 
son said. "It's an ongoing evolution for us.,1 Irving: June 2005,3,636 vehicles ~2 

Costs vary a-g a-unitia 1' a 
- North Richland Hills January 20061 ,,,<, 

vehicle get towed. ,- vehicles j,, t 
- In Bedford, the ticket costs $253 for a lessic,, LXL& we3932 i E 2' 
, first offen-si and $658 for a second offense. j & l e o n @ s t n r - t e l d ~ m  

1 .  " 
The wrecker fee is $125 plus mileage, and 
storage costs $21.65 a day; there's also a 

t one-time $21.65 preservation fee. 
lNlng fines motorists with no insurance 

. $320. 
Motorists must also buy insurance to get 
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FAST FOOD 

. . 
-- A-- 

. ~- 

: * ' " ~ k % ~  AND- ~ARES . , . !I: I t o y :  .and.. details about fhoa;.. :jii2;:: 
,,,,:;-?$TAR-=GRAM STAPFWRITER . , . ', , -prep&atipn. a s o  'try' 
& & & G & ~ ~ : ~ ' ~ :  Co&bkjk. < ~feslicate perfectly fdled or:. 

.-sfiteen !   hi tab urger. ' deis .coming' in at full speed 
Storerare headed tb the Sup+ while judges , monitor every 

. . Bowl of burger making ,next - move. 
- and y o  fro,@, Eu- Those fudges will . be 

it - ~:+',,~g?.i:,., ..:~.~,;~;;~~i~:$,;:,~~,il; ::!.<,-;, looking , . at , filacq,+ent , ;  .les~.rl.~ ..; . .. -,,; .: .:.: . . . . ., 
., ,',, i .. .,. I, ..'.i. L. ,,.iif~h$re , .@; f+ ; miler.-,; 06 eve.* 'pidlei. h o g  much :. 

. . .. ,;. . . . i. , ' 
, ap&,$, iaid ,pat~lcla, ,;Rus;ey~;, chocolate,: gpts bhippedCG-;:" 
, area, . " A s  manager:'for,* ,rfstau+.;: to each 'shake and how adept 

. - 
,,? .,<. ... .. ...,..-. LC rants.:;. . . -:,,; : ! : : , ; ~ ; + i : : i ; i ' ~ , , ~ ' ~ '  ~ :,,- :;!;.;2~{(. the t e e s  are 'at specid or-, 
.. , .. ,,*. :i:" ' i: deis': " 'I;' >"  ' " .  .... . - '. .: :...i .: ,s:. -. .:i ... : . -. .,':,;T!::,~e&i"bflo fsi;"m the stdres .... . .. . . . , % d  

.',.I.- .. I! ; , . .. i . ' 1'. 

, '. '"w& hi"e.t'6: know. :ihe &j ' ' 
,;will .ied:.:thek : , .~hataburg~Q ;1> .., .,. . , . . ., , .. -. 
histdry,!:-kno;i;!&dge ,;: ::;;@&,;'Swei' beforeSthey : f i s h  'the'' 
. . . ,  french-fry-plaking. experti@: questib;n: Walk&! h#a;y ' :,> /.:: ? ! 

A<,* >~;-%y.>, , .-.m .,  . 
against ?th~riZ&. the bie$@i,i':;: , .  . 5 yl b ~ $ e  T%$me:at;-:' 
. L_.Li.j, ..dl. - 

66 .* .. . . 

wepave ...2 . . . : ; , & ~ $ ~ ~ . : ~ i ,  t~know'thp $:id?. .y7. ankveffb6[ofdpi.ethe$ i,:;: . ~ ~ , , ~ J . ~ I +  +:;;!,j,:G! j,%,.v5,,;., firikh.the,., .!:A,.:s . by,,d ,: ;,. 

iq~e$fltl.n.. .: : ., : ;:, , ,,. . .-. i. , .. , . ., .> 
k, . , 2:: ,.:-.:,, :-- :.+.,:-,:;;.;;: ;;.;;;: :.., &?72. ;,;::,,.;, ., ., .f.. , z&%,:!:..:: . ,;.c:.; -:.., :, ,-.:. , . : .. - , . 
. .. , : . . . 
1 ;  . , ' I  , " - ~ e r r y  ~alker,;Whai~burger . , .,. , store manager ' 
CL ~ 8 .  ~. -.,- . . . . .  

. . 8 1.. . .- - . - - 
7 

~hat'ag&es;:;~eb i17-18;:+in the. Whatagame~~for . both: 
, : ~ b u ~ ~ ~ ~ .  ..;-;. ' i  . . ':: ,: ; '  :3*-: .. .m,&agers:', I ' - .' " . :, "4 1,: , . :  , $ . t  ..,, it, .. . . . ..,. .* . , 

- l ; . ? ,  

, Tb gk to this l~veliquali@i~ . . ~ t ,  stake is a W O O  prhe 
. 'kg stores.beat548 other Wha: ,the manager and each team 
-'taburger ,.:. . ,; .. tearns:',Stores .were ,! member,' for a total $50,000,2' 
;:tested: by .mystery .shopperS,.j plus $500 to their' co&rork&j:""" !% - ' '. .; ealth.inspectors and random { 1. 1f he wins, Walker, a single ., '.'." , ':. ' :. 'L:,,:; :,< : ,,,- .,.r:; , i. . ,.., . " . . 
;c..-.,., .,., . rather of s e e n  children under ;)  ex . T ~ a j a n h  ~ r l h g t o n ,  , a@ 19, said he to splitthis 
I:@anager of the Whataburger ' $5,000 with &$two hsistant 
;on Glade Road,'. Said his team - manageis, both of whom will ,: 
' f iaszent . .. . b u r s  . :each week -on,: work while their team corn- - ... - 
details. H&, many ounces petesk Houston; " : ';.". . .. . ::' 

mulard per burger? hot "TO me, it's a team:effortl' , , A,.a 

Walker said. ' 
. ~ , . . 

is a prppetly cooked patty?. . . , . _ . .I.:., . . . ... . 

. Also h6riing its knowledge :. . : Andrea Jam, tU7-685-3W ,,'.:?..':" 
' of th&.!~o&s Christicompa- ajar@star-te~epmmcom,. - . . .-kr.r.. .. 

.' .. - '  

ny is Ten-&walker's team a t .  
Main Street a d  Airport Free- 
way. His b'igz+eapon: Trinity 
High School student and-fast-' 
food aficionado ,Chad Cox: 

Participants will be asked 
questions about company his- 
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SENTENCE 

had to be euthanired af* antibiot- near the Euless-Grapevine 
ics failed to stop the swelling from ., bordyr. ;,- :. .,.1, ,, ., , 

:the burn?. . - 
4 . * I  i l l  Ks inve;tigatb,rs canyassed 

Chad El&. 32,' cried thortly:after . the heighb~rhood,~'? resident 
..taking the,;wi$ess ,stand Tuesday ', toldholice about a sus'picious' 
morning duhing his sentencing. He man who walke; around with 
had pleaded guilty to animal cruelty ' leashes. ~nvesti~ators- traced 
,in August. - the man to' the 2900 block of 

"I'm sOr;C1 Elfis ;aid as his voice ~ a i l i l e e n ~ a n e  in Euless. ' : 
,cracked. State District Judge Mike -A: wo~an_in$teld_~ulkss . , . 
Thomas called for a short recess to ' police into the home where' 
allow Ellis to regain his composure. Ellis lived, and officers found* 

i . His Parents Sat quietly in the 1 t h e  dogs that hadybeen re- 
! - , - --- 

c o u r t ~ o m  ', ofy criminal -:District - ,  ported missing; authorities 
Court No. 4 in Fort Worth. ., said. Ellis was arrested shortly 

~ l l i ~  blamed his methamphet- ' after police searched the 
arnine addiction for torturing the house; the dogs were returned 
ye?-old female black Labrador re- to their Owners. ' 

triever mjx in January 2006. The Eu- During the search, the 
less man said he began using the WOmm told police about find- 
drug in 2002, shortly after earning a the injured hbrador in a 

--LA- - 
degree from Texas Tech University 
and holding jobs with the Pepsi Co. 

3 r 
. In addition to jail, Ellis was 

and IBM. also sentenced to five years: 
But under questioning by a prose- :'probation on, each of three 

cutor,.-Ellis admitted that no one: comts of burglary of a build- , .,,. --- 
forced him to torture the dog, ing and two counts of theft of 
which was a stray. Ellis also $1,500 to $20,000. The crimes 
conceded : that lie wasn't - which Ellis blamed on his 
forced toSteal dogs from aEu- need to buy drugs - occurredr 
less neighborhood last year. in the summer of 2005. The 

It was the reports of stolen probation sentences will be 
dogs in February 2006 that served concurrently, the 
brought the a h a 1  cruelty judge said. 
case to light. Euless police be- ~omtngo Rarnlrez I r ,  817-685-3822 
gan checking reports of rniss- ramtrez@star-telegmrncom 
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degree , :. ~&plk: i+g jih;;;,&&<$q; 
Haidin- ' h&.lf & ,.jvr &$@yee$ .$y 
in Abi--i iwding'tb !hern and attgnd$g: 
taught i . . 

y'cit;,k';~t$;j:. r :. _ 1 . , .;. ,J ,.: 

~ worked a t  the. f , ."I C.herish, tlie:$anyi@ 
bureau in ~i~ spring. lettersL M&"'M&G~~ 

[has written .me ;over'--- 
, I  .yean,l,City S & i & k ' s l i s & "  
:" Grim ..said.:..''Even. in recent: 

months when she was unable 
I :to leave,her, home, she kept.in.. 

contact, with people.through . . ... 
, her corresporidence: She was 

In 1948;the couple:@&;{d ' well-known for writing letters 
: - - Mrs.. M c ~ o & i c k  was 'weli- to Euless, where Walter, Mc- of congratulati'ons ,to anyone , . 

' .. .;, 1 -  :: :'.:j 

knowri.for: herfhand+itten let- Cormick'< fajiniljr, h<d,'.@bnkd she heard- had .received any l ~ i l l i e : ~ = ~  MC-i i, 
ters-~of:;tha@~?&dL.~bng~at~$ ' b 0  ac;& ihcG'befoi<th$, Ciy- recognition or award. She was .:;~ormick.did : 

\ - '  t i oh  &$lolees. The let-, il War,-!. , . . . ... . -: . :.,. . . . always thinking of others +d "extensive work ' l  
. t e + \ ' ~ d :  her; GGrk ,fqf t& city. 'In 1953, Mrs. M~Connick encouraging others." , ' , . ' with the Histor- 

+-.--2-, ,-c .-r.- r r , .  .I..... . , I . - .  . c b n t i n u ' e d ; l o n g a f t - e ~ ~  ye+ andher husband built another 'i ietGty7F;Uer, chainvoman ical Preserva: 
on'the:eo.hcil'ended in 1985. house on the properv, $ere ~ i ~ ~ ~ f i ~ g , ,  ~~~~~~~i~~ 

tion Committee, 

:;She di$&fn~ive work-yith she, lived fori  the IFST: of ;her , ' & ~ ; i ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  , i++; :rag;: %+;-; the Library; :- ,':; 
:&e: .:' ~ i s t o r ~ a $ . ~ ~ ' ' ~ ~ e s ~ ~ ~ ~ i ' ~ ~ : '  ,!life:., . :; -,. .,, . .,.:, . ,,; ; .-!+!:q.:a: ,.,+:,yis ; - - Board and other 

no 1, idea: '-liow '~>r~lii+t-' that ' 

' ~ d ~ t f ' ~ ~ ~ . $ & ~ i b f ~ . ~ b ~ ~ ~ , : : ~  ,,.. othei ?$&;";wi':,qL ,;$. , . ... - . Mrs. McCormick worked , shewbhl;d$<ife4: :also known for'.!.' 
groups. She was,* 

+? . , . . . , . . . . ,, , .. -. . . .. 

.... ,. .,.. -. :; : -: . ,, $5 q engineer at Ling-Temco-, , me:12- -~d.p-:page lett,$~ , ,  
$: :.--- % $ .  - . . . .,, : ,.$ .. ..,! ./ ~ ,. her handwritten! 
;::!:$@en$ q d  ?ffi@iali &d <:\h~ought, an .aerona~tical.com:i In 19.*0; a) +ib park - was letters'of than$s' 
;~e~~eieJ.@~~$e,d'p,~:fjei w0'i.k. ;: pany,in,Grand Prairie. She re,-.;!! ;;Aka M ~ ~ .  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ k  -and congrat-,,,. :.; 

the;: city her deter- ' t k d  inl973, the same yeaishe- : ,;- !.b:i$?q; M ~ ~ . ' , ~ M & ~ ~ + &  ulations to city:;: 
pursuit of education,, z,> ?:  .., - was. elected to the Euless City ''d<~;t&~,'' :hiiL&ied barn ,on e q ! o ~ e e s .  ' ' ' >A 

 hie^- fbbr  herWffdm - rurAl Council. "her  property to Herit'age p,&k. 
$'ems t0.a career as a cheniist :? .  -,. - . < .  ' , Harold Samuels served a s  I . - b y  .*,+, of thgland 
b d  public servant. L. .- mayor for most of Mrs. Me [':had beenibld @f, with bnly.7 
: Mrs. McCormick grew up .Cormick's term on the coun- . ~ c r e ; , ~ ~ ~ ,  si. mi. : M$c?~- en a-farm :jil.Pleasant Ridge, cil, including her 10 years as :,&ck;i;l~os~es~ion;;~~:, - ".:: 
abbu;t 70.-iy?es east of wacd; mayor pro tem. Samuels said . .' wiliox .said:~some.~of $he. 
where she helped her parents she wasa good public servant 

' land was donat$ to the City 
and eight siblings tend to the . ) , who . -  often . - made -. the - case . for .for road ' .. ' : 
family's cotton Crop:- . . , , I paying female employees fair- :,..;;-.;-Mrs. r,McCo,rmick's:..:hus- 
; She .'moved. to a friend's ly. , . . a .- . i (  . ; I  , band died in 1995. All of her 
house in Jewett so she could ,,, "In budget meetings' h d .  sibli& are also deceased. In 
attend and graduate from high 'other times the council would addition toher daughter, sur- scho(,l."' , " .' .:" ' ;' , . 1: ' , " 

I "get together, she always re- vivors include three grand- 
: "You've got to,.reme&~er mjnded u i  y e  needed to pay children, five great-grandchil- 
this is in 1925, and women ourfemale emp1o)rees compa- &en and four great-great- 
didn't always finish school," 'rable to our male e'mployees," grandchildren. 
said Elizabeth Wilcox, P&ssi:: . L . '  , 'Samuels said. "She was justin- 
~c~ormick's.~nly.child..~., . , . , ,  valuable to me as mayor. Patrick McGee. 817-685-3806 

.r-;.Mrv;McCormick.wenC~on ;: Hirdworking, v e e  smart and pmcgee@star-telegramcorn 
to become the first in her fam- very dedicated to the city of 
ily to get a c~llege education, Euless.", 
&arning a degree in math from 
the University of Mary Har- 
din-Baylor in Temple in 1929. 
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Weathering the storn 

I in Euless. 

, . 
Extreme ' 

winter 
sports in 
Texas ' - - - I 
Snowboard , 

rider Andrew. 
Justus, 15, _ flies off a 
skateboard 
ramp qt the 
bottom of a 
road embank- k 

ment at Bob 
Eden Park in 
Euless. With , 

school 
canceled for 
the day, 
Justus, his 
brother and a 
friend spent 
the morning 
playing in the 

- snow. , 
I ' I  
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Ice scrapers a. hot commo#a':. :, . " ' 
I . .. 

At the AutoZone on Main Street $ . ! . . 

:.Euless;cus~omers,,could tell. how * .r -.-, . 
.-messyihe weatheshas been;bv how'ii:; 
many ice scrapers . ~ d  de-icing prod- 
uctsh$ve bee& , ?;,.:, t > > , ~ ! . : :  .- 
,,.., 
;.:The store hqs sold-it leiSt 350 ice . , 

scfiperssirice Sunday night, said ':. 

:~Randy'Rus&,store manageq.Alsb flp- 3 
illgg 'bff.the sh=li;e&'iri. rer&i,i da$s. &'.&i;:. 

batteries and de-icersfor doofste~s 
-and locks; Also; lots of windshieli>i - ::: 

, , , , . .  , : ' I  !, . .::. .::;.'>.t;-:. '. . . <., ,,,, !-',',,.I.- .- .. .,. , 

STAR-TELEGRAM ARCHIVES1M.L. GRAY 
People have been filing into an AutoZone in 
Euless since Sunday night to buy ice scrap- 
ers, de-icers and windshield wipers. , 

. . ,  

wipers; 
"We're bare," he said. "We have two 

pairs of windshield wipers left." 

A special delivery 
to hungry residents - 

FULESS - Hungry people 
avoiding icy roads put in early or- 
ders to pizza restaurants. 

Calls started pouring in at 10 
a.m. at the Domino's center in Eu- 
less, which coordinates orders for 
54 stores in the Metroplex and 
Austin, said a Domino's spokes- 
woman. Cinnaxpon sticks, were 
huge sellers, too, she said. 

B "We've been here five years, and 
there was only one time that we - ~ 

closed down early - at 8 p.m. - 
because the weather was so bad," 
she Said. "As long as the drivers 
don't get in wrecks, h e  keep taking 
orders" until midnight. 

- Terry Lee Goodrich 




