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Desperados arena football, Mavericks 

basketball, Rangers baseball, Stars 

hockey, and FC Dallas soccer. 

Civilian Labor Force Estimates In the Dallas metro area, cultural 
June 006 arts contribute over $57.6 billion to 

\ the local econoliiy, which IS 30 3 
percent of the state total DFW 1s 

SOURCE: GREATER DALLAS CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP 
PREPARED BY: GREATER D A L M  CMMBEFf RESEARCH 

DEPARThdENT, 5/06 

Civ~ban h b o r  Force 2,098,300 1,029,400 3,127,700 
Employed 1,987,200 975,600 2,962,800 
Unemployed 111,100 53,700 164,900 
Unen~ployment Rate 5.3% 5.2% 5.3% 

also Texas' most 'arts intensive" 
metro area on a per capita bas~s,  

with $6,654 expended per person 
on cultural arts 

Fair Park. lust southeast of downtown 
SOURCE BUREAU OF LABOR STATlSTlCS 

PREPARED BY GREATER DALLAS CHAMBER BUSINESS INFORMATION a RESEARCH 10106 Dallas, 1s the site of the State Fair of 
Texas, the largest annual state fair in 
the United States and home to a van- 

ety of museums and theaters. 
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Euless (19) 
The stars seem bigger and brighter in 

Euless. Maybe it's because Euless has olle 
of the largest amateur sports complexes 
in Texas. Or it could be that Euless is 
developi~ig into one of the most sougllt 
after business sites in the Metroplex. 
Whatever the reason, Euless is definitely 
shining brighter than ever and is becom- 
ing one of the brightest attractions of 
NorthTexas. Euless has built an all-encom- 
passing sports center that offers golf, 
baseball, softball, soccer, fishing, waking 
trails along with several other recreation 
activities. The..Texas Star Sports Centre 
Consists of four entities including Tile 

Parks at Texas Star, The Golf Course at 
Texas Star, Softball World at Texas Star and 
the Conference Centre at Texas Star. 

With a population of 50,000, Euless is 
rapidly growing into a comfortable, mid- 
size community with a small town feel. 
Located only 10 minutes from DFW Air- 
port and 30 minutes from downtown Dal- 
las and Fort Worth, one can enjoy the 
luxuries of the big city atmosphere yet 
come home to a community where neigh- 
bors know your name. City leaders are 
very innovative in providing cultural 
activities and facilities for residents.Texas 
Star Sports Centre, Simmons Senior Citi-' 
zen Center, Midway Recreation Center, 
Fuller House Museurn,Arbor Daze festival, 
musical events and children's activities 
are just a few of the opportunities city 
officials offer residents. In addition, Euless 
has one of the largest libraries in North- 
east Tarrant County. 

. .  , .  . , . . 
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NORTHEAST 
TARRANT & ' 

AREA3 BRIEFS 
-. , - 

Gas leak closes % 

Trinity for weekend ' 
EULESS - Weekend activities 

at Trinity High School have,been 
canceled because of a gas leak. 
The leak, near the tennis court on 
the south side of campus, posed 
no immediate danger to students, 
Principal Andy Cargile said. But 
the school's gas had to be shut 
off to fix it. "I'm sitting here, 
getting cold," Cargile said from 
his office just after 1 p.m. He was 
overseeing the notification of 
parents that their children would 
be released from school early, 
around 1:30 p.m. Friday nighrs 
varsity basketball game was still 
scheduled to take place in the 
campus gym, but the weekend 
wrestling match was moved to 
L.D. Bell High School. And be- , 
cause it was unclear when the 
leak would be fixed, Cargile said, 
all o&er weekend activities wery. - A- 
canceled.- 

- Katherine Crorner Broth 



DZSTRIB UTED TO: PA CE 

MA YOR CITY COUNCIL CITY A TTORNE Y CRZM HENNZG MCKAMZE RIDG WA Y(2) BOYE TT 
YOUNG McDONA LD COLLINS BARKER CETCHELL LZBRAR Y ADMZN LZBRAR Y REF ANIMAL CNTR 

DATEDISTRIBUTED a 1 9 /o DA TE OF AR TzcL E J 1310-7 NEWSPAPER F w s T  

Cheers & Jeers' - - -  

> - 
~htien: To ~ u l e * ~ ~ o ~ m u n i t ~  parks a"d service<.t~e'~ 1'? 

Lions Club of Colleyville and the  Cakeside Anglers of Denton 
for their support in helping ohallenged kids enjoy a day 0:;;; 
f~shing at Wilshire Pond lh Euless. Cheers also to the loca! y.;h,.. 

merchants who contribu!ed items for the glft bags for eacfi.. 
kid. 

FishAThon Chairman Larry Turner, ~ o r t h  Richland Hills 
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ROBERT ALLEN 11948-2007 
Z 

Pharmacisfs customers L were loyd 1 
He listened to them, asked sick,' "McGirinis said.".~ trust:,' Mr. Allen used to- have a 

about their families and ' : '  .ed him" so. ',much-: ' He cared: contractwithEuless for semic- 
neSer forgot a nime. . ,, ' about his custom6rs":. es under the employee health 

, . , . .  
, ,  . , . '  Mr. Allen, ' of Colleyvillei insurhce plan, she said. He 

.. : ' By ALEX B ~ C H  :I ' 
. 

died Wednesday, two years' af- hadn't :had the contract for 
sT~TEuC-sTAFFWRITER " . ter 'cblon .cancer -":was diag- yeirs, but' many firefighters 

For 28 'years, ~obert.'"Pete!' nosed:He w$S 58:')) . .  '.>:.;- . ': and police officers remain cus- 
Allen gave customers at'.Super ' , :  Hisfuneral wad Saturday at! tomers; ' i  . '  , :  ' . ,  

Value Pharmacy in Euless the Pkker Memorid Cemetery'in' , -.Tara Meynard, q store phar- 
kind pf service they couldn't Grapevine. , , . ' . -.!,.*: 

, . <  , .  1 . . . . , . . , macist,:ssaid Mr. Allen wasras 
find. a t .  the. big .chain': .drug-;. ,.!, ..:,Mr., Allen..graduat.ed,.from,,..,,Ioyal ,~o,~~hisemployees a? his 

'I :/. :.,, "<. ' ' 8 .  t,:, .. 
, .,...., , 3 . : , , : .  - - _ . - . .  . -:':stofes:;!i:;.'! .. . ,  I, i ; ~ : , ; : ~  ,.,.. k3::.!:: the"~ni",&rs$9 I . . '.. of,T&ia< $.i9~9':>'cu~tqm&fd I.w&fe :.to' hi. ' .She 

!!. . He.'.;.'.:" !.,lis.:'.:l,,~it.ba.degf,e~ p $ ~ r m i ~ o l ~ m ~ ' ~ ~ : . ' ~ ~ ~ ~ e d ~ , ~ b ~ k i ~ g  f G f b  in 1998' 
-tened to thei$;,::/an'd: 'oj'en&&':;lii's , :phardacj( 'b ,and;left f&'a few yPars to spend 
worfi&s,, , ~;,;,~~~:;":19~8.:,~;ti~i~~j'~~ife ,.:, +,;, !:. ' . ,? ,, , fe; jL ."watraud . . , . . . - !time ,with famil$,:::::.:!. .~ 

'asked : a b o u t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ k e s : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i i t h : c : 1 ~ ~ l l ~ ~ ,  . . ., . ,.- . , . ...). . . .  .., :iq&;;;;, ,>.{whenshe was ieady, . ,  Mr. I ilk, 
their fimilcs : ~ d a u g f i f e < ; ' ~ ~ ~ ~ t ~ e ~ ~ e : ~ ~ ~ : ~ f l l ~ n j ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~  hired her igai$.,:. ,.-. : , ,  i. ;., 
grid . : ne+eri*i;he!ped him mn$i$'$toi@~ ?,;':!::i,:;'. _ .  , ._ .~ , ' " ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ f ~ ~ ~ b ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ , ~ ~ i ~  

,forgot.; : .'!; ~a,,i.:;-:/:Mri Allen 'was':soft-$,oken,:::n&d'said.",He was' kind df]a fa- 
. . .name,.-:. sdd.:..(:a~enti$& rindY&&oiiable, help- the! figGre. i'dbuld b;ing &y: 

A~J+N,?,,''."! ' .  Ialeec.:!;:. ~~-:IFi;ig h ~ + b ~ p & ~ & ' w ~ t h ' t h e : ~ a l - .  1, prbblem:to him, and he7dlisten 
. . , . _ J I, '.' 

. . $ : .  Gh$s, a cus~.~~:green~:~d~CVS,,stor~s, ., . . -.,: , ,,,,;,. A . . . , #  Kather-i-yaiid :try 'to help. That's how he 
tomer of mGe than. 20 ,!ears;; ,.:).;!;Fe, Allen;,.i;ai$; ~.~t;~~nkv'er::coh-.:~'wai dtfi%veryoni.?.. 7 :., ,li .. .. ' ~: ': 

"If the doctorgave meia pre-:,, ;sidered,se1lirig.~ '.:;zjj;.,;;;i';.. .,:,,,,;" . ,  ..;!.,:"::: . In February 2005,Mi. Allen' 
scription for some~liing' [thit,;,;:".:"It 'wii:i;f dmthing he'; j&. ,;l$&ned thit he had ,. . .. ... . bolon'c&n-- . ,  , 

Mr. Allen] knew w o , u l ~ ~ v e m ~ ' . ~ , ' ~ ' ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ i t t ' ~ ~ ~ ~ e e ~ , ~ ~ i ; ~ , ~ ~ :  said,',y.;;eei::';:,. :, ' . : . ... .. ., .:" . . 

problems, . Pete' . :wo,uld~;'sa~,~~~~~He ' liked helping people[, to6:-!lt::: 'He was de&tated;'; . . Kath- , . .  
'Dqn't take it, Ialien, You'll b@.?'mu&."- .,.,I,. ;,' .. ' , c ' .  , . , .. ., . "' .j'erind Allen said. . 

.,,,, . , ,.; , , ,,..: ,:, 5 :  .,, ;.:;.. . , .<.- , .  .. , 
. .  . . ~ . :  . ,. . . , , / .  . . . 

Still, Mr. Allen worked fairly 
regularly until his health dete- 
riorated, said Lucille Falls, an 
employee of 26 years. Worried 
customers often asked wheth- 
er he or his family needed any- 
thing. 

His wife and daughter were' 
at his side when hedied. ' 

The family asks that memo- 
.rial contributions be made to 
cancer research or scholar- 
ships for aspiring pharmacists. 

Mr. Allen was buried in a 
simple pine box, per his re- 
quest, Katherine Allen said. He 
didn't want a lot of money 
spent. 

"We'll take all the money we 
save and put it' toward some- 
thing good; something will 
help someone else," she said. 
"That was his wish." 

Other survivors include 
brothers Jim Allen and Charlie 
Allen. 

Alex Branch, 817-390-7689 
abranch@star-telegrarn.com 
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PROFILE I BLACK HISTORY MONTH - .- 

fis wdlingness --- . to - learn, -- . work - hard 
leads to succesS 

* , I -  * 

I Euless' first African-American 
postmaster roie quickly through 
the ranks a t  the Postal Service 
thanks to a strong work ethic. 

k 
By PATRICK McGEE 

STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRmA 

EULESS - Tony Madden saidhe 
believes in simple, old-fashioned 
values like hard work, a practice 
that has led to four promotions for 
him in the Postal Service in the past 
two decades. 

Last month, he became the first 
African-American postmaster in 
.Euless. 

The Fort Worth native, who 
started with the Postal Service as a 
janitor, is now in charge of the city's 
only post office, a $5.4 million oper- 
--- - - 
,ation with 75ihploYeei. ~ h e 4 t y  
has 28,719 mailboxes. 

"I've never gotten to a point in 
my career where I am satisfied in 
where I am. I continually try to 
succeed," Madden said in ah in- 
terview in his office this week. "The 
more you learn, the morekaluable 
you are, so I'm always trying'tg-. 
learn more." 

Postal officials said that's just 
what Madden did. 

"Tony's work ethic and dedica- 
tion were evident early in his ca- 
reer," said Linda Welch, district 
manager for the Fort Worth district. 
"His contributions to the organiza- 
tion made him stand out, so it was 
only natural that he would pursue a 
career in management. 
Through various assignments 
within the Metroplex, he 

T 

sharpened $s'ieadkrship:;:j?[ 
Bkih a i d  made major perf& 

achie;ements,~# .: 2, .:.-I 

with a son. 

"huge baseball fan,'' avid golf- 
er and dedicated member of 

. . . . . . . . , .. 

As a man- 
ager, Madden said he often 
draws on lessons from his 
childhood. 

His father was a master 
sergeant in the Army, and his 
career had the family living 
for years at a t h e  in Germa- 
ny, Okinawa, Iowa and Arizo- 
na. 

"The blessing of being a 
military brat is you really 
know no race. Everybody is 
the same; you don't have the 
same divisions taught to you," 
he said. "You learn how to just 

goals. . .- . . 

"He's very pro-man as fag;,: 
as career is concerned, and !&.. 
has a burden, if you will, for ::: 
young men becorningartic- ,; 
date, well-dressed, having ', 
some intelligence'about them '1.' 
so they can accomplish their '.. 

goals in life. He's very pro- 
professional, if you will,", Jor- : 
dan said. 

Madden said he wants the ..:I 
program to focus on practical .'; 
steps that helped him get .. 
ahead in the workplace. 

deal with ~ e o ~ l e  a s  n e n n l ~ ~ "  
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MUNICIPAL AND SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS 

A STRUGGLE 
BALLOT ! 

Few stationed overseas opt to face the 

By KATHERINE CROMER BROCK 
STAR-TELEGRAM STAFF WRlTER 

Members of the armed forc- 
es have historically fought for 
our freedoms, including the 
right to vote in a democratic 
election. 

Yet the process for military 
personnel stationed overseas 
to vote in their local city and 
school district elections is I 
cumbersome and confusing, 
and few chooseto do so. 

The election season offi- 
cially opens Saturday, the first 
day that candidates for the 
May 12 municipal and school 
board elections may file for a 
place on the ballot. 

But the voting process for 
citizens overseas will be even 
trickier than in May 2006. 
Because a Tarrant County 
bond issue was on the ballot 
last year, the Tarrant County 
Elections Department mailed 
Federal Post Card Application 
ballots to servicemen and 
women for that election. Only 
about 100 were returned, offi- 
cials said. 

"This May, we may not have 
any," said ~ a ~ l e  Hamilton, 
assistant elections administra- 
tor. 

  in^ J in local contests 
LJ . . ~ .  . . . . 
. - ,.,.-<_. . 

N O  'countywide issue is on 5' voting abroad ~ h e l w c ~  ~ & $ r e ~ u e ~ ~  for a 
the .ballot this year, SO military ,., - . . ,. ballot by .maiL qnd a temporaiy 

voter registration.'lt is treated 
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Tips for armed forces absentee . 
'' 

voting I .  . 
1. Contact your unit Voting Assistance Officer 
for help with absentee registrafion and'viting;,; 
2. Visit theFederal Voting Assistance Pro-.:.,;;.:!I 
gram's Web site at www.fvap.gov for informa- \ 

. . .  . tion. . +  - . . .:. 

,3..Make sure you have applied for your abikn- 
tee ballot using the hard copy or online-ver-. .:,... 

. . . . . . . . . .  sions !of the  FPCA. . . - -.. . : : -.,. .. ,:.:!' . 
4. Make sure-that you~local:electionofficial:;;~::~ 

, , . ,  hag your current mailingaddress,:.. ::. : . ' ~ , ; ~ ~ ~ > ~ . > . . . , 2 . : -  : 
<-- -,.,*,.,A.*m7- .,- 

5. sign and date all election m a t e r i a l s , ; : ~ - ~ : ~  
6. Fulfill your state's witness/ndtaC,$ kequiiefj,:-:2 

<.::;. :.,..,,:, .,,+;.:- '&: :<,,,;.? . . . . .  .,., . . . . . . . . . . .  ments. . .  ,. zl..,.4,, >,, ..,;;.:j+t;!z+.:.ksL.Li-:. , r . , - - r , . .  .. ..! -- : 
7. Ensurethat - .  y.our.billot . {r:~~~~,is,,p;tist:~:::~;;'~ 

. . .  .. . .. marked. .~,:: .+I*; 3. . . . . . .  -; :s:,:'p.; L..r.sdc.!.. 
I . . .  ..: 

8. Register to vote and requ'est your ballot.by. I. 
April 12. ,. . 
9. Mail vour ballot noiater than M a v Z  *. 

10. Use the Federal Write In ~ b s e n t &  Ballot if 
you are overseas and your state absentee - 

ballot does not arrive in time to be mailed 
back bv the state's deadline. 
SOURCE: U.S. Defense ~epar iment  Federal Votlng Assistance 
Proqram - 
- _ _-_ _ . - A_--- --- 3 .  

Important web sites for ' 
military voters 
www.fvap.gov 
www.sos.state.tx.us/elec- ' 

.. tion. 
www.tarrantcounty.com/ 
eVote 

Reasons elutlon offic~als 
have been unable to 

,.. process the FPCA . - . - .  '. 

The form was not com- .; . .,-.. - -pleted as requested by the 
."r- 

-,: applicant's home state. 
; '.5.#"T~elocal election official 

,cau~q;'not determi'ne'a ] . , , ,  
voter's eligibility because'. , .  ;, . ,: .... - . 

;::the voting residence ad- : : .. 
dress was incomplete, ' ..: .. ' 
incorrect-.'&. illegible. . : i .  i :.. .: 

A current mailing ad-, 
dress was not provided. 

The form was not signed 
. and dated. 

The form was illegible. 
3.. 

. . .... .- ~~.--.- .- - 
How to file as a 
candidate 
n ~ a t u r d a ~  is the first day to file for a 
place on the May 12 ballot, though some 

, cities and school districts will begin ', 

taking applications Friday or the follow- 
ing Monday. The last day to submit an 
application is Marqh 12. 

Some cities and school districts 
charge a filing fee. Candidates must fill 
out an application and receive informa- 
tion about campaigning and filing fi- 
nance reports from the city or district. 
E Check with your city or district for 
specific fees and requirements. 

Key dates - 
Feb. 10 - First d$ to file for a piace 

on the ballot 
March 12'- Last day to  file for a place 

*.r 
on the ballot . 

March 13 - First day,to apply for a ; 
ballot by mall i April 12 - Last day to register to vote , 

April 30  - First day of early voting 
May 4 - Last day to apply for ballot 

by mail 
May 8 - Last day of early voting 

' 

m May 12 - Election day ' - , 

June 16 - Runoff election (if needhd) - 

.my' 12 ELECTION INFORMATION. 
. - c ;  . . - . . -  .. .:. . . .  

Local election: . , , .? G i i , i i v i n i - ~ i ~ ~ e w i ~ ~ e  . . . .  schoo~ . Richland . Hills 
. . .  cobrdinatoir , . 

, i  : distflFt:trict::,: ::,;<,:,j.;' I.:%,: ;:; ; , , , ~ ~ a t r k i a ~ u t ~ o n  .:; c:;; ' .. ' 

. . . . . - . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  Karen Coleman: .;?30! N.E. LOOP 820, North Rich- 

gedford , : . . ,: ; :, :.-: , <  3051:lra E; WoodrAve.,  rapev vine; ; land Hills, Tx,76180. ' '  .. 
' . 

. . . .  . . .  . I I : '1 ~x,76051 ,.:..; '-: , .'z.. , , , , . .:{; , ,, ., Fax; 817-427-6016 .: ,: : : . \ 
. . . . .  ~ ; h ~ ~ g ~ ' . ~ ~ ~ " i ~ d :  .::;. . .  - :, . , :. , .. - -. 

~~x:.&~-481-290? ':. '1,. I .... . .  
zoo0 Fore? R i d z ' ~  ~ r i k  . . . . . . . .  ~edford. ' .  : . . .  . . . .  . . . .  . . , . ............. . . . . . .  : ~ i c h l h b ,  Hilli:; ':, . .  I I 
T:X 76021' . .  .!. . . ' . . . . . . .  HafiomCity:,,;: .-,: .>..li.t.;;~-:l, 2: ~ i d a  Cantu;. : : . ..: . -  ' 
Fax: .. , 817,:952-2103 . . . . ,  . . . .  , .  . . 5 . . ; , , ,  .~,g;en~a::s~a~b:~ . , , , ' : , , ' 3 O O D i ~ f & D r i ~ e ~  Richland r ill^,! 

. . '..~ll . .  

iiidvilie rch~oldis~ri~t;, F-;, ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ p ~ o ~ d $ a y ' ~ v e i : , ~ h $ o m  , . ~~ 

cihi. . Ttfi6133 - . ' 
;.-.*. ; 1,:,;-!,,z.:.-,-~.:~.2:i.~..--; Fix: 817:299-1803 , I ..;..... - . . . .  . . . .  .. ,. ., .. ..!* <;-;,:.,:, .>s: ,:, , .,+ .. . .  . . .  ~ i h  Kirby !, :~ . . ,~ .L; ;~~~<~i; ; ,~ , : ;  " ,  :!: ..,:;TX 76117 '';:?- ,: :: '.i'...> . . .  . > . , . , - _  . ..'';;; , , . . , >  -. ... . 

B[rd"ille Administr@i$ri: B!djtging,i::;!'.~~~~ 817-834-7237.'.-'';. ?,. 
1 

Roanoke , :.: . .:: :, ' ' . ,, , 

6125-,East Belknap St,;.,Haltpm City;] . . . .  : ,  ..... - 2 .  ::,< 1, ,,.'::,::::,,;c::.. '::'. ,- ~el , l i~dwar&- ; :  ;::. , .:, ,::;. 
, , ~ ~ , , ~ 6 ~ ~ ~  ,; ,,. .. ,;.:;:.-- . . .;. .;.:: .. :: :..I... Haslet.. ;.; :,;:;;-7'.i.'.:...:); ::, : 

. . .  : ...... 2 ......... . . . .  :,,. . . . . . . . .  lOE(-SoicthC1ak:St;;'Rbanoke, TX 
Fax: 817-838-7261:. , . :  ' 1  .':; :'. '.;, : :: ,: ~j~ie~~~d~;,.;...;;. ..c;:..-.... .. ; .; :%<, .76262; .+?, :..:;.:? s.i.;, ... ; ,; 

. . . .  . ,, 7 ; . : '  .:: - "  . :  ..:..: . . .  . . . .  1 : ' '  'I,.dity H$li, ?o~-:M&I~ $t.,$&l&-.iX.  FA^ 817y4,91r2242..;;.- . . . . . . .  carrollschool district ~i~,:~.~;;..n:.~~..j6052~ :.:. y'::: 7 7 . :  :-. ,, - . . 
1 .  . .  . . . .  , , . . .  ... southlaki" ;I;- 1: -1- 

' :  . .?& : I Fax: 8,!-.439-,606 ' Donna ~i i f&~:_~:: : : '  : ' . . j  . . , ,.. :. ........ " , .  . 'i' . '  , 

' .  . % '  . . . . .  Lori  ell . . . .  ., .:. . .  ., 3051'Dove Road,.Grapevine, Tx ::. .;:.'- .,:,,..,;.:;.I..::',,>-~:; . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . .  

76051 . . . . . . . . . .  : :. . .  ,:,-j:, . . .  H ,  . . . . . . . .  , .... : . .  140.0 Main St., Suite 270, south- 
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~k 12 elections 
Here's a list of the seats that are 
up for election, the incumbents 
and the term of office. 

CJTY COUNCILS 

Bedford 
Three years 
Place 3: Lori Nail 
Place 5: Leahmon Chambers 
Municipal Court Judge: Tim Mur- 
phy 

- -  - .. -. 

Co11e3i1e 
Three years 
Mayor: David Kelly 
Place 1: George Boll 
Place 2: Tony Licata 

Euless 
Three years 
Place 1: Carl Tyson 
Place 3: L~nda Martin 
Place 6: Vacant (twoyear un- 
expired term3 

Flower Mound 
Two years 
Place 1: Joel D. Lindsey 
Place 3: Tim Trotter 
Place 5: Jeff Tasker 

Grapevine , 
Three years , 
Place3: Clydene Johnson 
Place 4: Darlene Freed 

Haltoin City 
Two years 
Mayor: Bill Lanford 
Place 1: Jim Sutton 
Place 2: Chris Holcomb 
Place 7: Diane Bransom 

Haslet 
Two years 
Mayor: Gary Hulsey 
Place 2: Lynnda McCoy 
Place 4: Harold Williams 

Keller 
Two years 
Mayor: Julie Tandy 
Place 1: Steve Trine 
Place 5: Mitch Holmes 

North Richland Hills . . 

Two years 
Place 1: John Lewis 
Place 3: Suzy Compton , 

Place 5: David Whitson 
Place 7: Tim Welch - - , 

Richland Hills , 

Two years - - i 
Place 1: Jeff Ritter 
Place 3: Phil Heinze 
Place 5: Mike Sloan 

Roanoke 
Two years 
Mayor: Carl "Scooter" Gierisch 
Ward 1: Kevin Stillwell 
Ward 2: Kirby Smith 
Ward 3: Frank Temple 

Southlake 
Three years 
Place 3: John Terrell 
Place 4: Gregory Jones 
Place 5: Virginia Muzyka 

Trophy Club 
Two years 
Mayor: Nick Sanders 
Two at-large seats: 
Greg Lamont 
Roger Williams 

Watauqa 
Two years 
Mayor: Harry Jeffries 
Place 3: Mike Steele 
Place 4: Mike Beierschmitt 
Place 5: Seth 'Thomas 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

Birdville . d l  , 

Three years:' . ' >  -;' , ' , 

Place 6: Ralph Kunkel ;' . :: !'- 
Place 7: David Pokluda i" 

. . 
Carroll 
Three years- ,: ": " 

.' , . , .I 

Place B Rob Glover . : . i 
Place 7 Sherri Williams. . .. , .:' 

. ~. 

Grapevine-Colleyville 
Three years.;. .;: . s - y . ~. . ,: 
Place 3:Nancy Coplen : -, 

Place 4: Lisa Hall . . .  . . .. : . .. . 
, . .~ : - .  

~ursf-~uless-~edford . - 

Three years . ' . .  . . 
Place 3: Jim Schooler . . .: 

6 Place 4: Ellen Jones ;.. . ..A. 

.!. . Place. 5::Faye Beaulieu ,: . : - 

. - .  KeIler : ' : ; , , . , . . '  : ! 
. . - , . ,,. 

t ~ h r &  yeae ' ,. . >.'... . 
Place1:'Linn Jencopale. .: ., ... .F?: 

place 2: Wndy pugh ." '  " 8 ,  .. ' :< 

.? Place 3: Cindy Lotion . - 1' 

Place 5:Gerry Knowles (one-year. 
unexpired term) :.;I:. . :.; ;.r:-. , . . . . 

' : . ;  . . C  

~orthwest'l,': -1 , ; .:I: ; 
, .  . 

~h reeyee is  I' . ' : ' : , . .  . . , .- 
Place 3: Daryl Laney , ,. .. .. 
Place 7: Jeannette Leong: ' ' ' ' ', 

, . .  <, 

. Westlake ~ c a d e h y  'school 
board/Town of Westlake ' 
Board of Aldermen . ~ . . . ,. . , . 

,..: . 
TWO years 
Four at-large seats: 
Larry Corson . - - - ' 

Fred Held . ' 

Don Redding; . . 
. . 

Bob Timmerman (one-year un- 
expired term), ., 

Hurst 
Two years 
Place 1: Charles Swearengen 
Place 2: Larry Kitchens 
Place 6: Henry Wilson 
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News Local News 

Euless pushes judge to toss Santeria suit 

Priest challenging city's ban on killing animals as affi-ont to l i s  faith 

12:OO AM CST on Sunday, F e b r u a ~  4,2007 

Bg MICHAEL GRABELL I The Dallas Morning News 
m~rabell~a dallasnen s-corn 

The city of Euless has asked a federal judge to dis~lliss a religious discri~ni~latio~l lawsuit filed by a 
Santeria priest who wants to sacrifice a ~ i ~ l ~ a l s  at I i s  home. 

The priest, Jose Merced, sued the city in December after police and permit 
officials told him he couldn't kill goats for an initiation ceremony. 

At the center of the lawsuit is a 2000 federal land-use law, wlich says that 
local gover~lments must show a co~npelli~lg public interest before e~lforci~lg 
an ordi~la~lce that could limit a religious practice. 

Euless argues in court records that the act is unconstitutional because it 
amounts to Congress intruding on a state's right to replate the health and 
welfare of its residents. 

"Slaughtering of any animal in the city of Euless is illegal for anyone, just 
like it has been for decades, " said the city's attorney, William McKamie. 

"If the local gover~unent officers, before they enforce a general ordinance, 
were forced to question people's beliefs and practices, that would be 
e~ltallgle~lle~lt in religion, which is clearly unconstitutional," he said. 

The U.S. is steeped in the idea that govern~nents can't prohibit the practice 
of a religion. But does that mean someone call hold a religious ceremony 
anywhere, anytime? 

+ CLICK ItlFlGE 
QTo E N L A R t E  

CHERYL DIAZ 
MEYERDMN 
Santeria priest Jose 
Merced sued Euless in 
December, saying the 
city's ban on killing 
a ~ i ~ n a l s  infringed on I is  
right to practice his 
religion. The city says the 
federal law used to support 
his claim is 
unconstitutiool~al. 

Where to draw the line has been the subject of a tug of war in the last two decades between the U.S. 
Suprenle Court and Congress. And Mr. Merced and Euless have stepped right in the nliddle of it. 

Followers of the African-Caribbean religion believe that the energy contained in blood from an aninla1 
sacrifice opens a channel of direct co~ll~nu~lication with the spirits, h o w ~ l  as orishas. 

Mr. Merced's lawsuit co~lte~lds that the city violated the Religious Land Use and hstitutionalized 
Perso~ls Act, which says that ~llu~licipalities nlust show a co~llpelli~lg interest before inlple~lle~lti~lg a 
Iand-use regulation, such as a zo~li~ly law, that hinders religious practices 
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But Mr. McKarnie said the ban of animal slaughter is a health and safety law, not a land-use law, and 
applies to the entire city. If Euless had to make an exception for sacrifice, that would force the city to 
endorse Santeria, because it would be favoring a religious group over a secular one, he said. 

Mr. McKamie helped overturn the predecessor to the religious land-use law in a case involving Boerne, 
Texas. And he defended Euless against a 2003 lawsuit by Grace Community Church, which was denied 
a permit to move into a vacant supermarket. That case was settled with the city paying more than 
$200,000. The church moved to Southlake. 

Courts vs. Congress 

Until 1990, courts applied a broad test when determining if a law violated the free exercise of religion: 
Did the law substantially burden a religious practice? And if so, was it justified by a compelling 
government interest? 

But that changed in a Supreme Court case involving members of an American Indian church who were 
denied unemployment benefits after losing their jobs for using peyote in a sacrament. The court ruled 
that neutral laws that applied to everyone didn't constitute religious discrimination. 

Congress fought back in 1993, passing the Religious Freedom Restoration Act, which reinstated the old 
standard and said that if a municipality proves a compelling interest, the law must be carried out in the 
least restrictive way possible. 

But in 1997, the high court struck down the law in a case involving a mission-style church that wanted 
to expand in a historic district in the Hill Country city of Boeme. The justices held that the religious 
freedom act was unconstitutional because it allowed Congress to intrude on states' rights to regulate the 
welfare of its residents. 

Congress came back in 2000 with the religious land-use law, known by its acronym, R L L . A .  The act 
restores the old compelling interest test in specific cases, such as zoning proposals. The Supreme Court 
has not heard a case on land-use matters, but lower courts have. 

"The challenges have been consistently rejected, and the reason they have been rejected is that Congress 
respected the rules that the Supreme Court set out for it," said Anthony Picarello, vice president of the 
Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, which runs the Web site www.rluipa.com. 

But Mr. McKarnie disagreed, saying that courts have thrown out several cases where a law didn't create 
a "substantial burden" on a religious practice. 

"Congress still didn't get it right when they adopted RLUIPA when they attempted to overrule the 
Supreme Court," he said. If it comes before the court, "I think it's going to be held unconstitutional on 
all or at least some of the grounds." 

Euless case 

The Euless dispute escalated in May when an unidentified person called police and complained that Mr 
Merced and other Santeria followers were going to sacrifice several goats. 

An animal control officer told him that it was "against city ordinance to slaughter animals but he was 
unsure if it would be ok if it was done for religious uumoses." the reuort said 
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Mr. Merced and a Santeria priest from Puerto Rico met with Euless planning and development officials 
in June. Mr. Merced said he asked for a permit to perform animal sacrifices, and the officials told him 
"absolutely not." 

Mr. McKamie said no one from the city specifically discussed animal sacrifice with them, only that 
there's no permit for animal slaughter in Euless. 

"Religious sacrifice never has ever arisen from the city's standpoint," he said. 

Under the ordinance, Mr. Merced would be allowed to kill chickens so long as they are for food, Mr 
McKami e said. 

After being sacrificed, the chickens and goats used in the ritual are cleaned, cooked in a stew and eaten 
during a feast. But the law prohibits the killing of goats for any reason. 

Since the lawsuit was filed, national religious freedom and Latino advocacy groups have sent letters to 
Euless officials, pointing to a 1993 Supreme Court case that struck a Florida city's ban on animal 
sacrifice, saying that the law targeted Santeria followers. 

"It's absolutely disappointing that they're spending taxpayers' money to fight a lawsuit that was settled 
10 years ago," said K.B. Forbes, executive director of one of the groups, Consejo de Latinos Unidos. 

The group, based in Washington, D.C., has asked Euless to allow the Santeria sacrifices and offered to 
hold religious tolerance training. 

"Euless has a broad religious base there," Mr. McKamie said. "It's been a very tolerant city forever. It's 
just surprising that someone would claim otherwise." 

But Mr. Merced disagreed. 

"I've had four ceremonies, and they always come down and tell me I can't do it. That's not being 
tolerant," he said. 
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NORTHEAST AFTER HOURS 
- 

, > . - mut Fishing ":, I.. t <. - .:, 
EULESS : T r ~ u t  rishing in . 

America, a three:fim,e  ramm my-: 
nornhated duo, will perform:at ; ' , 
7;30 p.m. Friday at Midway Recre2 
ation Center, 300 W. Midway Drive. 
- The musical pair's recording My 

B'est Day was recently nominate! ' for a Grammy in the category o f  
Best Musical Album for Children. 

* The two'musicians, Keith Grim- - - - - , - - --.- 
%" 

wood and Ezra Idlet, have per- 
formed together,for 3 0  years and 
specialize in famlly programs. , 
, _- General admission tickets are .; 
$10 for adults and $8 for children.'% ' 
817-685-1666. I ,  ,;I' " ,  5,. 2 , i ' L ;  

, _ I . _ .  / 

- 7-* 

~olynes~an revue --- I -  
EULESS - The Polynesian , 1 

ievue Ke Anuenue will present a ,:I 
free performance at 7 p.m. Monday 

-at the Euless Public 
. Ector Drive. 

Ke Anuenue, Iiaw&a" for the 
rainbow, entertains through col- 
orful costumes, dances and songs. 1 
'The program is sponsored by the I 
city of Euless and ARTSNET's 

1 Masterworks Series. 817-283-34064 
I I -Joy Donova 

- -  - 1 .: l :-..*- 1 
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The Texas Rangers may b'e the 
only Major League Baseball act in 
North Texas, but professional ball- 
games in North Texas cities are 
multiplying as minor, collegiate 
and independent leagues sprout 
up throughout Dallas and ,Fort 
Worth's suburban outfields. J 

Frisco has the RoughRiilers, 
the Texas Rangers' AA minor 
league team. In suburbs from' Mc- 
Kinney to Euless and from bun- 
candle to Denton, folks can watch 
amateur baseball starring the.Tex- 
as Collegiate League's boys of 
summer. r l 

And now there's a new le'a&e 
in town: Oacials from Dallas- 
based Continental Bassball 
League will reveal Thursday the 
names of the new independent 
league's first two teams at pews 
conferences in Lewisville and Kel- 
ler. i t  

Continental president ! and 
CEO Ron Baron said he's &nfi- 
dent North Texas' newest fran- 
chises will succeed in a metrdpoli- 
tan area that come summer will 
have 10 teams, including the Fort 
Worth Cats, which is part of an- 
other independent league. 8 . 

W e  t h i  we can carve but a 
nice niche there for both markets," 
he said, citingthe growth in the ar- 
eas around Lewisville and keller 
as major factors for selecting the 
cities for the teams. 1 

The Denton County tead will 
play at Lewisville High this year, 
and the northeast Tarrant County 
team will debut at Keller's Central 
High in north Fort Worth. But Mr. 
Baron said that as the le'ague 
grows, he hopes to talk to home 
cities about different ballpark op- 
tions. 

Mr. Baron said he expects to 
announce two other teams for his 
league in coming weeks. lkyouts 
for the league will be in Mar* in 
Dallas. While TCLfeatures players 
who still have college eligibility, 
Continental will showcase players 
whose eligibility has run out or 
players who have been re- 

OFARTZCLE ' NEWSPAPER DMN 

leased bytheir affiliates. ' 
It used 'to be that. the smaller 

teams stiiyed away from the big 
leaguers' turf, but in the 1990s, 
minor and independent leagues 
began sprouting up across the, 
country in the shadows b f  theif ',, ., 

more well-known brethren.'.' . \to 
Another league, Southern ~n-:.\: - - '  

dependent Baseball, ,had been I' 

talking about working with Dal- more intimate." ' r, . .L, ( 1  ; ,!J 

las to build a stadium in down- Her league features s6mei:of 
town Dallas, but those plans ap- the country's top rising colleg8 
pear unlikely, and the owner of sophomore, junior and :'se'$o?! 
the proposed team is now consid-: baseball players from nearly'? 85 
ering sites outside downtown, in- schools with teams in Copljell, 
cluding within other nearby mu- Denton, Duncanville, Eule~s: 
nicipalities. Graham, Highland Park, Mefin' 

The upstart teams aren't trying ney, Mineral Wells and Weather2 
to copy the major-league business ford. ?LCI; ; ;~I '~  

models or marketing techniques. She said TCL attendan<&has, 
And while thousands of North been growing since the first-ga.&$ 
Texans now have a team nearby, in 2004. Last year the lef&e"s; 
proximity isn't, the main selling . game attendance average~jw& 
point. ., ,. . 
: . . , ,  . . . . , 

about 500 people, up from 42553 
. It's cost. . . ' . . . . . 2005. Ms. Reed said the :lea&e 
League and city &icials said hopes to gain more team$ an8 

that while m&y families love eventually split into ''north and 
spending a day at the  major- 'south Texas divisions: . , . , 

league ballpark, they're ,not 'fans . Mr. Baron said that the Conti- 
ofthe costthan cancomewith it. .nental league, like TCL, will also 

T o  attend is in the upwards of 'offer entertainment for kids and 
$220, when you include conces- ,marketing opportunities for local 
sions, parking and the like," Mr. businesses. '$; 3. 4'; 
Baron said. "Unfprtunately, that's , 'We're more than just, p!oj& 
not affordable for many families ing a baseball game," he said:"~t's- 
today." ,,. really a way for the community to 

Cost for the smaller teams' come together with activiti,esesn ,7, 
tickets are typically less than $15, Lewisville officials see,i-th$$ 
though some RoughRiders tick- team as a welcome addition that 
ets are about $18. Rangers tickets falls in line with recent initiatives 
last season ran from about $6 to to increase tourism potential and 
$100. build a stronger, more recogniz- 

Continental will charge $5 to , able image. ,::Jj ::; 
$7 per game and won't charge for "If it draws the kind of ciowd's; 
parking. Texas Collegiate tickets they say it does, it's just another 
are about $5. All teams typically amenity we can offer," said Lewis? 
have special pricingfor kids. ville spokesman James Kunke. 

Giqger Reed, the TCL's vice "It's got a lot of potentid." ' - . -;;.:: 
presiclgnt of operations, said the Keller spokesman Keviri 

( .' . minor leagues also have more ac- Lahner agreed. 
cessible players who sign auto- "It all tends to work together,' 
graphs and talk to kids before or and it gives us a little bit of-tom- 
after games. Because the crowds munity pride and communiv 
are;smaller, the fans tend to forge identity," he said. . .,::.. 

more close-knit bonds with each Mr. Baron said that while'he' 
other and parents are able to keep visited more than 25 cities is he 
at1 eye on their kids even if they're sought the starting point for ,his. 
running around the park. league, he liked the vision and 

"It's like they all somewhat drive of city officials in the new 
'come together," Ms. Reed said. teams' homes. . . ,. I J I 

"It's a very safe environment be- "That pretty much hit a home' 
cause the venues we play in are run with us," he said. 
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VALENTINE'S DAY CONCERT: ., 

Grammy-award,,winqing,Trout : . j ,  

Fishing i" ~rnei ica will perform a,.,:: 
..~~lentitie's'concert from 7:30 to.10 
p.m; Friday at the Midway ~ecreatioe, 
Center, 300 Midway in ~uless. Tickets 
are $10 for aaults and $8 for children. 
Call 817-685c1.666. , -. .- . . . ... ,. 


