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\Watauga Fuless touted by ‘Money
magazine as top places to live

Both cities have struggled
with their image over the
years but are now in the
national spdtlight.

By BILL TEETER
bteeter@star-telegram.com

WATAUGA — After years of be-

ing overlooked in “best places- ]

to live” lists, Watauga and Eu-
less have been catapulted to

“national prominence by Mon
ey magazine. -~ .

‘And that's good news to two
cities that have sometimes
struggled with their images.

Watauga ranks second on a
list of 25 U.S. cities with the
most affordable houses, ac-
cording to the magazine’s Au-
gust issue. Nicholasville, Ky., is
No. 1.

Euless, meanwhﬂe, is 34th
among the 100 best small cit-
ies overall to call home. Plym-
outh, Minn., was No.'L. ,

Cities in Northeast Tarrant
County often get showered -

“with praise. Colleyville, North
Richland Hills, Keller, South-
lake and others have all been
called wonderful places ta live
-by various magazines. ‘Now .
' Euless and Watauga can brag,
“too.

The magazine pubhshedv
several lists. For the overall

best places to live list, the |
magazine reported that it~
chose cities with populations
between 50,000 and 300,000.

Other factors include, job |
growth income increases,
cost of living, housing afforda-
bility, school quality, arts and
leisure options, safety and
medical care.

Euless, which has a popula-
tion of 52,000, was touted for
its central location, which

makes it easy to enjoy the Met-

roplex’s acclaimed dining and
shopping options.

Euless recognlzed

5. Franklin Townsh)p,N J.
6. Norrnan,Okla
“7. Round Rock

9. Overland Park Kan. M
Flshers,md

list. It landed on the afforda- -
bility list because of its low
!'median ~home price  of:
{$117,040, second only to the
-|Kentucky c1ty’s med.lan price”
|of $70,000. -

Watauga was also touted

for .the regional Barnett Shale *

energy rush. Companies are -
{eager to tap into the North .
Texas natural gas, field. .

; Magazme representatwes X

t did not retum phone calis

. seeking an explanation for

" other criteria that might have
been considered:

Euless B :
Officials from the two cities
say the recognition is long
overdue.

In the mid- 1990s, Euless
was often called “useless” by

. - Watauga, with ZS,Gd pea- !
' ple; did not make the overall

residents in neighbori,ngqom-
.munities who saw the cityas a

place that was sliding. eco-

nomically, with little to offer
for entertainment. But over

the past 10 years, the city has =

gained more respect for its
new homes, a highly touted
golf course, ice rink and ath-

letic complexes, and major. ,
- homes: - They're not brand-

* shopping centers opening or
- planned to open along Texas

; 121. Some city leaders havetl
coined the term “FabEuless”
“to tout the city’s renaissance,

and it's starting to stick. .

Hogg, a 45-year resident of Eu-
less, said the mention in Mon-

ey is gratifying because he's
seen the city turn its image

around in the 13 years he's

: :been on the council.

. And the city still has land to
expand, he said. E
. “We went from a. little

*sleepy bedroom city to what.I

think is going to be a very vi-

- brant c1ty in the Metroplex

- hesaid.
‘Just . don't say - useless )
around Hogg.
~ “Iletthemknowughtqmck

they don't know what they’re
.gtalkmg about - he sa1d -

'.;i Watau ga

Watauga, meanwhlle, had to
_contend, with. turmoil in its

former Department of Public

Safety. Three DPS directors re-

signed in as many years. -

* Last year, the city divided

the department into separate

police and fire departments.

- But ‘Watauga, too, has seen
. progress with business growth

. -along Denton nghway and
.new homes. .
Mayor Harry Ieffnes said

: his city has been a well-kept

secret; and he wouldn't dream

of living anywhere else. -
"Watauga's home stock isn't

fancy, but it offers good values,

.Coldwell Banker - real . estate

-agent Rod Baker said. - -
“They’re bread-and-butter

new; they’re not terribly old,”
he said. “They're-typically in

-good condition and well-kept.
- There’s alot of pnde in owner-
. Shlp ”

City Councilman Leon.

+There. are other reasons
than home prices to choose
Watauga, real estate agent
Lorraine Miller said. Watauga
represents a way to get chil-
dren into the highly regarded
Birdville:or Keller school dis-
tricts at a good price, she said.
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The Money list has already . ecoenized
had an effect on Watauga. Watauga "?“’9,‘

“I'm getting: [relocation] ;
‘calls,” she said. “Everybody
reads that.” ’

Tas

Other cities C
Euless and ‘Watauga are not
alone. ’

Southlake, a perennial fa-
vorite of best places to live
lists, is No. 12 on the latest list
of top 25 cities to live in based
on median family income.

Southlake has a median
family income of $166,878
with a median home value of
$542,640, according to the
magazine. (

‘Tops on the list is New Ca-
naan, Conn., with a median
income of $231 138 and a me-
dian home value of more than
31 mﬂhon

BILL TEETER, 817-685-3801 . =

STAR-TELEGRAM/TIM BEDISON




DISTRIBUTED TO:

MAYOR
YOUNG

CITY CNCL

DATE DISTRIBUTED 7 /; S / C S DATE OF ARTICLE 7/(7?97 / OK

"his neck and died at 1 p,m. Sunday from’ omplications;
. cording to the medicale examlner

Man dles after fracturmg neck i in pooﬁ

. EULESS —A 56.year-old fllinois man died Sunday from
-injuries he suffered after diving into shallow water in a resi-
.. dential pool, according to the Tarrant County medical exam—

Iner’s office. Police responded 1 to a call ofa poss;ble pool -
5 injury at about 2:45 p.m, Friday-in the 700 block of Com-= .-
merce Street. Theodore Seifert wis taken to Harris Metho e

ist Fort Worth Hospital, officials said. Seifert had fractured. -

Lo -—-:Camdace Carlzsie
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Areporter found this sculpture ina park and pollce are searchmg fori |ts owner, But there’ smore to hlm than meets the @Ye.  STILAURIEL WARD ‘

Euless pohce get heads—up on sculpture

ot

By TERRY LEE GOODRICH -
tgoodrich@star-telegram.com -
EULESS — Somebody lost his head.

A black sculpture — the bust of a
bearded, crinkly-eyed fellow with a
bumpy nose — was found lying face-
‘down near a parking 10t at McCormick
Park last week. .

A Star-Telegram reporter, who stum-
bled across the statue, toted it to her.
Bedford office and gave a heads-up to’
the Euless Police Department.

Sgt. Joe Foran tock mug shots, noting

a resemblance to singer. Kenny Rogers.
Star-Telegram employees speculated
that the sculpture, which has a curved
mustache, might be that of a Confeder-
ate general and perhaps had been sto-
len.

No headway has been made on the
case, though, Lt. John Williams said
Monday S

If a heéadhunter calls to demand the
sculptures return; the claim of owner-
ship will not be taken at face value, Wil-
liams said.

o ‘They would have to identify it, give

us some description,” he said. “Other-
wise, it’s like in a theater, with somebody
saying, Anybody found $50 wrapped in
arubber band?’ And someone says, ‘No,
“Old joke.” co S
If its owners are reuruted with the

_but I have the rubber band ’ o

sculpture, they might consider writing a

book. Suggested title: How to Get a :
Head

TERRY LEE GOODRICH, 817-685-3812
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‘BRIEFLY

OC Burgers location to openin Euless : .
‘ ‘_Watauga~based OC Burgers is 'opening a second location i in o
"Euless in September owner Mike Frehch'said: The hamburger
restaurant is moving into the former Grandy’s restaurant near
'the southwest corner of Airport Freeway and Farm Road 157,
-and more locations aré-planned for 2009, French said his gOaI is:
to offer large sewings of fuod whlle keepmg the prlce low.
. "< Andrea Jares'v '
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‘Euless will
‘repave part

of North
“Main Stre‘;et.

By JESSICA DeLEON
jdeleon@star-telegram.com

EULESS — The northern por-

tion of Main Street is gettinga

makeover.

- Crews are putting new as-
phalt on the section from Lit-
tle Beat Creek to Harwood

" Road. Work on one lane on the
east side is completed; work
on the other four lanes wﬂl be-
gin today.

. Construction should take
" less than a week.

“It was Starting to show
some signs of deterioration,
and it is a major roadway and
wewantto catch it before it got
into bad shape,” Public Works

~ Director Ron Young said. “It

* will provideé a smoother riding

- surface and extend the life of
it”

. The city w111 pay. $250,000
for materials. Tarrant County

" will provide labor and equip-
ment.

‘The pomon of Main Street
south of Texas 10 was repaved
a couple of years.ago. The

stretch north of Little Bear
Creek is concrete and does not
need to be repaved, officials
said. The portion’ from Har-
wood to Texas 10 is also con-
crete and was repaved four
yedrs ago. .

JESSICA DELE(."N, 817-685-3932
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ROAD WORK

Mam Street overlay '

" Thenortheth portion of Main
: ‘Streetisbeing’ repaved Wlth
;asphalt this week,

STAR-TELEGRAM



