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Top Republican pushes for 
delay in new voter ID rules - 

dies that would disproportionately affect 
Rep.  odd Smith, R-Euless, 'ing stunned members of the public waiting poor, minority and elderly voters. , 
wants the new rulest0 begin more than 20 hours for a chance tp testify on ~ n d k r  the Senate bill, which passed 011; a 
in 2014 instead of 2010- it. strict party-line vote this month, theaccept- 

Smith promises a different approach. able nonphoto ID documents would include 
By JAY ROOT 
The Associated Press 

Unlike the Senate bill, which would re- voter registration certificates, marriage li- 
a quire a photo ID or two alternatives before censes, bank statements andrnail from a gov- 

AUSTIN - Seeking compromise voters go to the polls in2010, Smith's goal is to ernment entity. 
where had seemed POssi- delay its implementation for at least two 

- 
-% , ble, a Re- elections. That means the new rules would Security and access 

publican leader not be in place for statewide qontests until Smith said he agrees that ID requirements in the Texas 2014. need to be tightened to protect against voter House is push- "My preferred period of transition would fraud. But the Euless lawyer also said valid 
ingfOr a be two full election cycles," Smith told The concerns have been expressed about lowered 
UP four years Associated Press. "Itb my intent that there be voter participation under the newrsecur$y 
before new 'Ot- a period of time where people are literallykd- procedures. He vowed to seek moqey for a 

Smith er identification ucated as they vote." voter education campaign and a statewide 
requirements registration drive. -. , . -' 

are enacted, giving the state time defense* "There's always going to be tension be- 
to educate the public ad 'On- Smith's approach was cautiously welcomed tween . . . ballot access and ballot secu~ity," 

. duct a rnassiye registration Friday by state Rep. Rafael Anchia, D-Dallas. Smith said. "Unfortunately, we have a situa- 
campaign. the partfs top spokesman on voter ID issues tion where one political party talks primarily 

"It's not somethifig that's in the state House. about, b d o t  security and the other political 
going to take effect immediately," "We've never heard anything like that partytalksprimarily'about ballot access. 
said state Reb. Todd Smith, R-Eu- from the Republicans in the past, so I think , "You can increase. security at the s&e 
less, chairman0ftheHouseElec- Toddis trying to set the right tone for the dis- time that you expand access." 
dons Committee, which is set to cussions," Anchia said. "In the past, it's al- . Anchia said he fears that any cornprombe 
take UP the volatile issue *pril 6. ways been a cram down. There's been no in- that passes the House would be amended lat- 

m i l e  tightening voter ID laws put. We've glways been playing defense in the er, in a back-room partisan play, and shoved 
may not figure among Texans' House, and we've always been run over." down his party's throat. . 
top concerns, the issue has The voter ID debate is akin to redistricting, ,:!The deyil is in the details o? this," he said. 
sparked a partisan frenzy in the where members of both partiegrun to thgtir Smith noted that operatives Siri:both par- 
Legislature because the rules at respective corners and refuse to compro- ties are already using the debate, to -gin up 
the ballot box can help deter- rnise. In this case, Republicais, whd control ' fundraising and energize activists. - 
mine who gets elected. both houses of the Legislature and all state- He also acknowledged the obvious: Many 

The~roposalfortougherv~~~~ wide elective offices, say new ID rules are partisans $1 cbmplain no matter ,what he 
ID rules tied the Senate in knots needed to protect against'voter fraud. Demo- does. 
and sparked days of partisan drats complain that @GOP wants to sup- , "I can't eliminate cheap allegations by 
bickering - at one point drag- press Democratic turnout by erecting hur; , partisan people," he said. 
ging through the night and leav- 
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EDITORIAL 
? - 

VOTER ID - 

Looking for 'the middle ground - 
Rep. Todd Smith offek* a way around a bit- It should be cleartb Republicans that the ap- 
ter, partisan fight over voter identification. proach taken in the Senate damaged their Par- 

ty. Qualified elderly, poor and minority voters, 
Say this about state Rep. Todd Smith of Euless: who tend to vote for Democrats, have a harder 
He takes his job very seriously. He thinks issues time getting the required photo ID. 
through to a painstaking degree. And when he's The Senate approach has every appear&cd 
done, he makes decisions based on his deeply of Republicans having devised a scheme to hi- 
held convictions. jack the 2010 legislative elections. That would 

Thay's why it's no real surprise to see Smith give them the upper hand in the federal and: 
come up with a new way to handle the voter ID ' state redistricting decisions that the Legislature ' 
bill that has fractured the Texas Legislature for is scheduled to-make in 2011.' . % 

two consecutive sessions. There must,be middle ground oh this issue, 
This Editorial Board has finnly opposed'the and Smith is showing the way. ~e proposesthat 

bill in its previous incarnations. Our reason: It the voter ID bill in the House be crafted so that? 
simply has not been shown to be necessary. its requirements do+not go into effect until after;? 

Witli its requirement that voters present a the next two election cycles. Meanwhile, voter 
government-issued photo ID or specified sub- education and registration campaigns would.. 
stitutes along with their voter registration card help allvoters understand their obligations and 

r l 

at the polls, the bill's stated goal is to prevent get the required ID. . , X .  

iroter fraud. No one favors voter fraud, but to Hard-liners might balk at that. Still, 'hey7 : 
'this day proponents of voter ID have not shown must remember that the chances of getting the , 

convinc$g evidence that such fraud is a prob- overly restrictive Senate bill passed in thev , 
lem or has even occurred in Texas. House afe tenuous at best. 

Voter, ID is a flawed solution looking for a - That's not to say that Smith's proposd has a 
problem. lock on becoming law even if the House adopts 

Worse still, proponents seem to have deter- it. Aconference committee could changea less-. 
mined that they will use every power they can 'restrictive bill. But even if voter ID were to go 
grab to pass the bill. Republicans, who hold a into effect after just one more election cycle, it 
19-12 majority in the Senate, voted on the sec- would avoidthe appearance of aRepublicanhi- 

' 

ond day of the current session to change Senate jacking aimed at control of redistricting. ,: 

rules so they could cram the bill down Demo- As much as the partisan fires have been 
crats' thioats. Then they proceeded to do so. .,stoked on this issue, compromise will be diffi? 

As chairman of the House Elections Com- cult. The thought of compromise~has cause8 
rnittee, Smith faces a more delicate task. He is heated debate among members of the Editorial ' 

solidly on the Republican side of the aisle, but Board. I -I ,*. 
his party holds only a slim 76-74 majority in the Still, voter ID has "partisan showdown" writ- 
House. Some of those Republicans have sided ten al l  over it. Debate on a cram-down version' 
with Democrats in the past, and it is not likely in the House, besides havihg an unpredictable 
thata "cram-down'' approach would work. outcome, would be bitter and divisive. 

"I'm trying very hard to find the middle Smith's proposal is worth thoughtful consid- 
ground on a very contentious issue," Smith eration in his committee. He has shown again 
says. "I believe it is entirely possible to improve that his diligent and principled approach to a 
security at the polls while enhancing access for very difficult issue makes him a valuable asset 
qualified voters." in Austin. 
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DRUNKEN DRMNG 

- tt I think they realize how many lives will be  
saved." 
Mary Kardell of Mothers Against Drunk Driving 

Texas may soon join 40 other Safety. 
states.in allowing them in certain W Municipal police in cities with bop- 

conditions. ulations of 500,000 or more. ' 

,,I Sheriff's departments in counties 
B~'GORDON DICKSON with populations of 250,000 or more. 
gd~ckson@star-telegram.com If the bill becomes law, states could 
,Texas is one of just 10 states that don't begin operating roadblocks Sept. 1 - - allow sobriety checkpoints, but that :,or immediately if two-thirds of law- 
may change soon. makers approve it. 

Opponents are gearing up for a . "Our city is plagued by ~roblems 
fight after the state Senate passed a that go with drinking and driving. It's 
bill this week allowing checkpoints* something that, if the Legislature 
hnder certain conditions. The matter gives us authority to do it, 1 look for- 
how moves to the House, where Rep, ward to quick implementation," said 
,Todd Smith, R-Euless, is the author of Arlington Councilman Jimmy Ben-- 
an identical bill. ( nett. 

"We're concerned the bill seems to ~ e n ~ e o ~ l e  were killed in crashes in 
have some traction there in Texas," Arlington during the first 10 weeks of 
said Sarah Longwell, managing direc- the year, and half those accidents in- 
tor of the yashington-based Ameri- volved alcohol or drugs, pylice said. 
can Beverage Institute, which repre- Arlington Mayor Robert Cluck said _ - L* , 
sents restaurants. he expects to tesufy during House 

Longwell said she intends to travel , hearings and hopes to lower th6 
to Austin to testify when the bill, threshold so cities such as Arlington, 
which was approved in action Mon- i;VxicK has 'a jiopulafion' of under 
day and Tuesday by-the -Senate, - .  is 500,000, can conduct checkpoints. 
heard in the House. "We want to be careful in targeting 

The institute' argues that check- the right area, where we see the most 
points' taiget casual drinkers rather DWIs. I think our police would know 
than the binge drinkers who cause better where the problems are," Cluck 

/ most fatal accidents. said. 
Previous efforts to allow drunkeh- But the American Beverage Insti- 

driving checkpoints'have failed, but, tute argues that stepped-up roning 
supporters say the mood is decidedly DWI patrols are a far more effective 
different this year. way to catch drunken drivers than 

"I think they realize how many lives checkpoints, which ,tie up law-abid- 
will be saved. We're.tallcing about 300 1 ing citizens. 
lives a year'in Texas," said Mary Kar- And, she skd, new technologies1 
dell of Irving-based Mothers Against such as an iPhone application known 
Drunk Driving. Kardell is executive di- as Trapster allow users to warn others 
rector of MADD's North Texas affili- about roadblock locations. 
ate. "You get the bad guys going around 

The bill that passed the Senate, them and the good c y s  getting 
SB298 by Sen. John Carona, R-Dallas, caught up in them," she said. 
would allow only certain agencies to 
operate checkpoints. Among them: . 
l The Texas Department of Public GORDON DIcKsoN,~I~-39047% 
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RELIGION 

Euless priest appeals 
ban on animal sacrifice 
. * - .  
.k Santeria priest says he sacrifices differ from a hunter 
ihnks that "justice will be bringing home a deer and 
$krved9? in a federal appeals butchering it. 

'court. "What's different is that this 
r 1  man wants to keep live mi- ,  
"& AMAN BATHEJA mals in his home, a large num- 
abatheja@star-telegrarn.com ber of live animals," Bullock 

Euless man's fight to con- said. 
duct religious animal sacrific- ' Merced's lawyer, Eric Rass- 
es reached a federal appeals bach, said Merced sacrificed 
cpurt in New Orleans on animals at his Euless home for 
Wednesday. 16 years without incident and 
: Jose Merced, a Santeria is .willing to "quadruple bag" 
$est, has accused Euless of the remains and dispose of 
tiampling on his constitution- them in a way that doesn't 
$.right to religious exercise, jeopardize public health. 
.hut U.S. District Judge John tutional rights. s-TIR JEENAJACOB Rassbach, a staff member 
McBryde sided with the city . of The Becket Fund for Reli- 
last year and dismissed the home to investigate a neigh- gious Liberty, described San- 
Puerto Rico native's claims. bor's tip. They told Merced he teria in court papers as an 

Merced, 46, asked the 5th could not proceed with the Afro-Cuban religion with a 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals sacrifice. complex ritual for ordaining 
to. overturn McBrydeS ruling. The city refused to issue a priests, including the sacrifice 
A three-judge panel that heard permit for Merced to conduct of up to nine four-legged ani- 
arguments Wednesday did not future ceremonies, citing rules mals, such as lambs or goats, 
immediately rule on the case. against being cruel to animals, up to 20 chickens or other fowl 

After the hearing, Merced keeping livestock and dispos- and a turtle. McKamie said 
said he is optimistic that the ing of animal waste. Merced dumped chicken re- 
judgeswilloverturntheruling. In 2007, the city offered mains in a stream at least 

"It's sad that we're here for Merced a compromise to help once. 
another hearing," Merced settle the lawsuit: He could He said Merced isn't 
said. "I think, finally, justice sacrifice chickens, which the equipped to handlemanyani- 
will be served." city ordinance allows, but not mals on his property or dis- 

, . -The city says animal sacri- goats as he wanted. The city pose of them in a sanitaryway. 
fices jeopardize public health would continue to enforce its Bullock said the ordinances 
and violate its slaughterhouse animal cruelty ordinance and outlawing animal sacrifices 
and animal cruelty ordinanc- its ban on killing livestock. were adopted before Merced 
es. I Merced declined the deal. arrived 1990 and don't dis- 

City spokeswoman Becky ' Ever since, Merced said, he criminate against any individ- 
Deck referred questions on the hasn't been able to properly ual or group. 
case to William McKamie, the practice his religion for fear of "Mr. Merced testified that 
attorney for Euless. being arrested. he was able to practice virtu- 

"It's repulsive, and it has no He refuses to leave Euless, ally every other aspect of his 
business in an urban environ- he said. religion in his home," Bullock 
ment," McKamie said after the "I don't think that's up to a said. 
hearing. city," Merced said. "This is a Thls report includes material from The 

Merced and 10 church land of religious freedom." Assoc~ated Press and the star-~elegram 

members were preparing for Judge Rhesa Barksdale archives. 

an animal sacrifice in May asked city attorney Bradford 
2006 when police went to his Bullock how Merced's animal AMAN BATHEJA, 817-390-769s 
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Heroin use is up, local police say 
By S C O l T  PRICE 

COURTESY PHOTO 
Mexican black tar is the most common type of heroin in  North Texas, authorities say. 

After two fatal overdoses by local teens, police say they are seeing more heroin use in northeast Tarrant County but no clear 
catalyst. 

"There is a slight uptick in the number of cases involving heroin," Keller police Chief Mark Hafner said. 

The drug " just seems to be more popular than it used t o  be," said Lt. John Williams, a spokesman for Euless police, which 
reports several heroin-related deaths over the past year. 

The trend, seemingly, is recent. Keller police, for example, charged four people with possessing heroin in each of the past 
two years. But at least two local teens overdosed in January alone. And an autopsy suggests heroin could be to blame for a 
third death - that of a 16-year-old from Keller - weeks earlier, but authorities have not confirmed that the boy used the 
drug. 

One of the teens, Kathleen Arendt, 17, a junior at Southlake Carroll Senior High School; died Jan. 24 f rom an accidental 
overdose resulting from "ingestion of morphine," according to the Tarrant County medical examiner's office. 

She had taken "cheese," Southlake police Officer Roderick Page said. "Cheese" is a powdery mixture of black tar heroin and 
crushed tablets of  the cold medication Tylenol PM. 

Hours after Arendt's death, Freddy Joiner, 18, of Hurst, choked on his own vomit because of heroin intoxication, the medical 
examiner ruled. 

Police in both cities investigated whether those deaths were connected, but "found nothing t o  link these two incidents 
together," Page said. "We have nothing to believe that  they were anything other than two separate, tragic incidents." 

I n  Kelier, Lee Mathews, 16, a sophomore at Keller High School, died a t  his home Jan. 9 from "acute morphine ~ntoxication," 
according t o  the medical examiner. 

It is unclear whether he used herotn or how he administered the deadly substance. Because of  a metabolic process in the 
human body, heroin often shows up as morphine in toxicology tests. 

Though Keller police don't pursue criminal charges in accidental deaths, they are investigating how Mathews obtained the 
drug, Hafner said in February. 

A lesson police have taken from these deaths is that  "the drugs don't respect city lines, so we need to attack i t  in that 
respect," Williams said. 

Euless and Keller are among the dozen cities that  make up the northeast Tarrant County narcotics task force, a group 
formed to share information and resources among local, state and federal law enforcement officers. However, the recent 
trend reported by police hasn't made its way to federal agents. 

"There hasn't been an upsurge in [heroin use] that we have seen," said Terri K. Wyatt, an agent in the Dallas office of the 
Drug Enforcement Agency. "That's not to  say that  one doesn't exist. It's just that we haven't seen it." 

L~nda Anderson, a spokeswoman for the medical examiner's office, said, "We haven't had a huge increase [in the number of 
heroin overdoses], just a l itt le increase. But that  happens every year." 

Among local police departments, Grapevine seems t o  be the one that has not seen heroin use increase. 

Sgt. Kim Smith, a Grapevine police spokeswoman, said the department worked a drug overdose last year, but "it's been a 
long t ime since I have seen anyone arrested for heroin, cocaine or anything like that." 

Southlake officers have different experiences. 

" I t  is happening more in the D-FW area than we had believed," Page said. "It's people of all ages." 

l a y  Board and  Sandra Engelland contributed to this report. 


