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rrant County, Texas,:
Judge B. Glen Whitley

overcomes roadblocks
to cre?te consensus

Imost everyone i Tarrant Connty., Tesas, assoctites
County Judge B Clen W Bitles with his soccess i
bringing togethier the diverse forees in North Tesas
teenake possibile the 8203 Dithion Novth Tarrant
Fonpress. a public private parvinership thid is enpeeted
to teansforn tensportdion o Hhe Merethc Tesas ares,

Bk, W Britley ~avs that the conmmminy vesponse Lo the Hurericane Katri

disasteris u better indivator of Tas phidosopdis o governing,

Mhe Pone s Farvant County cogoissioner, W hitles saw Ton Bis Ford
Woethearea conmmmity prlled together resonrees 1o hedp the food al
refigees that eame fram Nes Ovleans afTer the devastating storn hitin
Stgrist 2005, W ook i ot ol ol aned shoelteecd thent” Tie recadls,
“Peaple arand here were mostupset that we couldut use ail of the help
that they were ollering, Folhs wid 1o hedpe Thsas onr respotisibilily to
find ~omething for thenrto du”

Aarsbading forees to meet the broad seds oU e conanity I~
aevntral tenet of W hithes .wgr}lﬁn\( l[\}{\\ sinee e ssas elected to s
frest fone-vear term as oty Judae o Foesot Connty in 20006,
fis entraordipars ahilits o unife the often cotiding politicad rees

s havzeoning Norih Tesas region Tas brongda B seccodados tor
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achieyements that had elided his predecessors for decades, . . . L
. . . e . private seclor funeds to sapplement public parcticipation to
especially the transformational North Tarvant Express PR ;
. . L. . ) . . conerthe S201 Billion cost. Moreovers the proposal meets
project. For his visionars leadership and his ability to unite . . L .
‘ A . N o ) the <*nmplzunis ol conservative Texas voters who vesisted the
otherwise warring parties 1o hetter the Fort Worth region, . o . -
. . . ) R idea ol paving tolls onctop of taxes by conbining evpandesd
\tuerican City and County has named W hitley its County :

free lanes with new nunaged lanes. Motorists who want to
Leader of the Year in 2010, ‘ anaged i :

an Tor faster trav el ean juinp on managed toll lanes, while
9y o bal

cost-conscious motoeists can dreive on the free lanes, \

\ LEADER FOR ALL SEASONS

Spanish compan son the bid for the project. agreeing to
e : - - A ! »
Clen bas been aleader on so many issues,” savs Gary . . . . .
. " . R R cover two-thirds of the construction cost while receiving the
Fiekhes. a Fareant County commissioner. who inherited . .
R . ; . revere fronn the managed fanes in veluen.
W hitles s seat when he became county judge. *Tle comes up . . . .
. D . ) L A N Fhe onee-stalled projeet. which hreaks groutd i late
with the right solution at the right time on the right issues. 9 . : . D
) . A 2010 and is scheduled for completion by 2015, will expand
Pm amazed at the things he has been able 1o aceomplish, S . . : .
R . L o the existing four lanes 1o six main lanes, add four toll-
For miany leaders in the area, Whitley's vole in finding a . -
. . D R N - i managed kies. plus frontage roads and auniliary fanes to
finaneial solntion that Has given life 1o the North Tarrant . ) - o .
N R A A ) N a;;prn\umm-{.\ double the existing capacity, The publie-
Express is a signal achievement that alone mervits his . . . . . .
. . X ) . R private pzu’uwrshlp uses bwo-thivds private funds with
accolade. Others cite his achievements in avariety of . .o y . .
L . R ) . one-thivd public funds o complete the Pi-mile corrdor in
initiatives, ranging from an overhaut of the mental health ] ' s
. . . five veurs, “Glen was able to cobble together many diflerent
systemn to resoly ing small intee-departmental issues thal . . L. L
- o projects into one project.” savs Russell Langhting senior
hinder government productivity. . . cry N . N .
T . viee president of Hillwood Properties i Texas Vihanee.,
Ahove all, they sav, Whitley’s ability to bring together . . . i .
. D AR - o a major developer in the North Texas area. “He gathered
diverse groups to resolve issues is the hallmark of his . . .
’ , i . . . environmental and political support and used his contacts
teadership sty le. sorting out the issues, listening to all points . . . . Dy
.. L . R in the world of transportation. He's air unvielding advocate
of view, vet insisting. in the end, that a solution must be for roadway broiect fundine '
ol . lieel 2 . . N ) . or roadway |m)_;ul e
identified and rallied around. *He's very persistent in his L. . - , . .
. Whitley is ereative in meeting the needs for expanding

- . . ) the natiords infrastructure at a thue ol inereasingly limited

listening methods,” savs North Richland Hills Mayor Oscar . . . . S

. . L . -, . public financial resources. savs Maribel Chaver district

Frevino, e lets people discuss their positions. He doesn . \ o : pe L

. . . . engineer for the Texas Departinent of Transportation. ™\l

make up his mind until all questions ave answered. Then, ) o . .

) \ .. \ the end of the day. there ave limited public dollars,” she

he works with evers body 1o find cotmmonalities. He's avery . o i

R says. “He knows how o maximize these publie dollars, be

good consensus builder. . . . . . oy

N . .. o aggressive, Use innovative strategies. lead the effort to utifize

No project ones more of its progress 10 Whitley than the X .
i N Lo - whatever tools that ave available to us.

North Tarsaut Express, parts of which had been onthe : , )

o . . L. Chavez explains that the managed lanes idea takes the

books for 30 vears before leaders (inally assembled funding , o . .

‘ ) . L . now-camon idea of iigh-oecupaney sehicle HOV lanes

to allow the massive highwav expansion and reconstruction , ; X . .

A Lo astep farther, listead of an oflen-vaeant fane only for

initiative to break ground. While a broad consensus had . ) ) )

. sehicles with multiple passengers. managed lanes are open

conchuded that the choked transportation systent had 1o be . o = )

L to wmy motorist willing 1o pin for a guaranteed. reliabile

revamped. no one eonld work out a politically acceptable R co :

L : trip - at 30 miles per hour. W hitley sans that solutions

eans to pay for it . L L . .

: that inelude benelits for all partios are exsential to bis

WHITLEY BUILDS A VIABLE PLAN political philosoply ol using mvatlable resources. finding
. * o . where government works best but not veding out private
Whitley knew that leaders for a generation had pushed : e

) X . e . . . . comtributions, and orgamzing people for the optimunm
the idea of the North Tavrant Express as a vital picee of = RN |

N . . . . results, T90s alb about colbabioration.” he sivs, “Sitdosw o and
infrastractnre to feed the econonie eHHIe i the North . ' . -
. e . : work 1o accomplish what needs 1o be aceamplished.
Tewas area, The Metroplex, which also inchudes Dallas and
\rlington. is the nalion’s fourth-largest region with 6.5
million people and is expreted to grow by another 1 million
people every decade until 2000 Motorists and businesses
alike complain about clogged roads, a situation that
threatens ceonomic development.

W hitleys North Tarrant Express plan imohved obtaining
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FACING PROBLENMS \WITTH
A BUSINESS APPRONACH

Whitley carne to polities atter builiding a highly suceesstud
aceounting practice inthe Fort Wortlaind Dallas area.
fle was elected Tarcant County commissioner in 1HUG,
representing the northeast portion ol the caunts. and then
Tarrant County judge in 2006, which in Texas serves as
the cownty executive and presides over the Taerant County
Commissioners Court. He is unopposed for veeeleetion in
November fora seconl, foupaear term,

W hitley agrees with others who eite his husiness
experienes as an asset for dravwing together the diverse

forees for successfil public projects, "Fhe linaneial

background helps.” he savs, "It gives some folks comfort. 1
noderstand the inmportance of keeping business going, and
we're not just louking to raise additional revenue”

He also achnowledges those who point to his politieal
shills. ~1ts aomatter of muaking sure that evershady
understands the problem and that it needs a solation.”
he sass. "lvershody has to be ineluded inthe process. 1
evervone feels theyve been ineluded, it dilutes some ol the
opposition that they might have”

To W hitles, the kes readity s the nation's transpovtation
systeris failing, falling behined inmaintaining swhat alreads
exista, muneh fess expanding tomeet growing needs, "Our
crumbling infrastructure is a problen.” he savs, noting
that the dependenee on pee-gallon gasoline exeise taxes
no donger works when government is simultaneonsh
pushing loe fuel efficienes. " The whole funding systen is

antiquated.”

He believes pact of the solation can he fornd in Jocal
option Lransportation hond issues, which he strongly,
but unsuceesstully, lobbied forin the state legislature. He
proviises he will be hack in the nest legislature to gain
passage of the funding mechanism, which he believes is
targeted enough to wvoid the “hig gosernment™ label, "We
have to go back and comvinee folks that transportation is o
problem. ard the legistature pecds 1o v iU e sayvs,

Whitles points to another major transportation issue
that s high o his agenda, The so-ealled Tower 35 is the

ground-devel interseetion ol two major raitroad lines

the Burlington Novthern and the Union Pacifie that
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s a bottlenieek tying up freight trallie, automobiles and
comuiter Hnes. " Until this issue is solvedowe ean't hegin
to move forward o conmuter rail” he siys, referving to
another project on his docket that is eritieal to his push toe
better air quality.

The eruphasis on public works projects may seem
strange coming front a selldeseribed fiscul conservative in
avery consersative aren. Yer, hie does not see his passion
for provements as o conunitment to “hig govermment.”
“Faery das. Dworry about iopeoving the effectiveness and
efficienes s ith the tavpayer doliae” he savs. "Governinent is
not the solution to evers problem.”

Tustead. he sees government as the agent for marshading
the energy of restdents. “ICs 1ot Jost government.” he sayvs,
“IEs Gaithi-bases b organizations. IUs nonprolits throngh
volunteers, Theres avoluntecr spirit theoughout the
eountry. The big challenge is lindingaoway to clunel it
Heds particalaely proud of effiets o fmprove mentad health
and assist the disabled by working with chuvehes.

finterms ol his management stde, he models himselt

after Ronald Reagan, “He went out and got ithe best people

arouneh,” he savs. " Umvnever afvaid of change, alwass willing

1o disten to new deas You just have to tind the eight way to
dot”

He admits, though, that Tas Biggest assel. his accounting
backgrovnd. is also his biggest Bt T hnow [ spend too

mineh tine in the details” he savs, "My staft el me 1o go
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away: het us workand welll Bring it back to vou.” be says,

One of his colleagues potnted 1o W hitley s tenave as ehair
of the metropolitan transportation consortium, when he
not ondy pushied for his own projeets hut was just as devated
toa critical project on the opposite end of the Metroples,

W hitles achnowledges that he took the beoader view rather
than just adsoeating for his own parochial projects. “Taas
v ing 1o streess Hiat we all needed 1o leave oure foeat hat

al thie door” he RELEN “We needed ln:uinp! the mtiidset of
what s best for the Metroples, 08 all about eollaboration.”

W hitles plans 1o tahe his philosophy ot collaboration
1o the national seene, when s month e becomes the
president of the National Association of Connties, e wants
to highlight the eritical role plaved by counties in proples
Ihes  Fron public health, public salets 1o the counrts,
“Flean™s going to ey initiative for the sear” he sas, “Raise
the public’s anareness of the county gonernment role.”

Fiehes, the cotnly conmissioner whe Les known W hitley
for 20 venrss says that W hitley onee rold i that hee lett
one ol the Lirgestindependent CP practices in the state
heeanse e wanted to nake o ditTerenee i the fives of the
communiiy, “Clen his beew adeader oneso g pasties,”
Fiches savs. "W henever have tointroduec hing, Fadwans <

he's the Brest eotnty Judge i Tesas”

Robert Bavkin v Bethesde, Med-Lavsed freclanee wiicrn
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Euless softball complex upgrade among projects criticized by senators

Tuesday, August 3, 2010

TOM BENNING / The Dallas Morning News tbenning@dallasnews.com

WASHINGTON - A softball complex in Euless doesn't seem a likely battleground for sparring
between the White House and two Republican senators.

So imagine City Manager Gary McKamie's shock when he learned Tuesday that his city's plan to
use $454.000 in federal money to replace the lighting at Softball World was a pawn in partisan
battles over President Barack Obama'’s economic stimulus plan.

"I'm a little surprised out of all the projects nationwide that this one would be singled out." he
said when a reporter informed him that the project was on the senators' list of "wasteful” or
"mismanaged" stimulus spending. "On a local basis, there is a tremendous need for the project.”

Republican Sens. Tom Coburn of Oklahoma and John McCain of Arizona called out the Euless
project — along with 99 others across the country — in a report released Tuesday.

The softball upgrade. which will replace old lights with new, energy-efficient ones, is estimated
to create or save 2.8 jobs. That apparently didn't impress McCain and Coburn.

"One would think that the teams using the fields should just pay higher fees for the light
renovations instead of the American taxpayer, most of whom will never see Euless, Texas. no
matter how bright the new lights are,” the senators wrote.

In Washington, Democrats quickly pushed back on Mc¢Cain and Coburn's 74-page tome.

White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said the report was "much more to do with politics.”
Asked if it was credible, Gibbs responded, "From what I've read. no."

In Euless. officials were a bit flummoxed by the attention. McKamie said lighting upgrades are
long overdue at the city's Softball World complex. and the city was looking to change the lights
in the next two to three vears anyway.,

When federal grants became available, it seemed logical to pursue them. McKamie said.

"For those who participate out there — and community-wide — the complex is very important.” he
said.

Softball World has 10 fields. and the lights will be changed at four of them. McKamie said. The
project is currently under design. and it is expected to be completed within a vear. he said.

McKamie said the estimate of 2.8 jobs saved or retained was calculated by the Energy
Department. not the city. though he couldn't predict how accurate that would turn out to be.
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"Our project met the criteria that was specified by the Department of Energy.” he said. "Whether
that criteria is good or bad. T couldn't be a judge of that."

Several other Texas stimulus projects made the senators' list, including: a combined $194.000 for
the University of Texas at Dallas and Rice University to study people's perceptions of the
stimulus and nearly $300,000 for the Southwest Research Institute in San Antonio to study the
weather on Venus.
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Arlington man killed in Euless crash
Tuesday, Aug. 03, 2010 ramirez@star-telegram com

An Arlington man was killed early Tuesday after his sport utility vehicle slammed into a
utility pole on a Euless street, Euless police said Tuesday.

The Tarrant County medical examiner's office identified the victim as Coby Rogers, 34,
who was pronounced dead at the scene. He died from traumatic asphyxia and his death
was ruled an accident, according to the Tarrant County medical examiner’s office.

The accident happened shortly before 3:30 am. Tuesday in the 1700 block of S.
Pipeline Road in Euless.

The motorist was driving a 2004 Ford Explorer at a high rate of speed when his vehicle
hit a curb, left the roadway and hit the pole, police said Tuesday.

No one else was in the vehicle at the time of the accident.

Domingo Ramirez Jr., 817-390-7763
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EULESS —~ Julia Terry Wa-
keley, 74, an amazing woman
who went by many names --
she enjoyed being called “In-
+credible Julia,” lovingly known
as “Red,” “Sister,” “GG” and
“Grandmom,” and preferred to
be addressed as “Grandmoth-
er-dear” -- passed away peace-
fully Sunday, Aug. 1, 2010.

MEMORIAL SERVICE: 2
p.m. Thursday at Martin United
Methodist Church, 2621 Bed-
ford Road, Bedford.

MEMORIALS:  Memorials

- may be made to Martin United

Methodist Church or the Julia

- Wakeley Scholarship Fund at

UNT, 1155 Union dCircle,
#311337, Denton, Texas 76203.

Julia was born Dec. 14,
1935, in Trent. Sheretired after
34 years with the city of Euless
as parks and recreation manag-
er, and was Instrumental in
founding many activities, ser-
vices and sports for the H-E-B
area. On April 4, 1998, she was
the first woman to be inducted
to the H-E-B Sports Hall of
Fame. Julia graduated at the
age of 48 from the University of
North Texas.

SURVIVORS: Husband of 55
years, Pete Wakeley; children,
Terry Reynolds and husband,
Paul, Kelly Esposito and hus-
band, Marty, Casey Jutras and
Dirk Wakeley; 14 grandchil-
dren; four great-grandchildren;
sister, Sarah Gladden; and ma-
ny other relatives and friends.
Mount Ofivet Funeral Home
2301 N. Sylvania Ave, 817-831-0511
View and sign questbook at
wwwi.star-telegram.com/obituaries
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Stash Wrzesinski

FORT WORTH -
Stash  Wrzesinski,
87, passed away
Monday, Aug. 2,

2010.

SERVICE: 10 a.m. friday at
St. Andrew Catholic Church,
3717 Stadium  Drive, Fort
Worth. Interment: Laurel Land
Memorial Park. Visitation: 6 to
8 p.m. Thursday at Laurel Land
Funeral Home of Fort Worth,
with a vigil at 7.

MEMORIALS: Felician Sis-
ters Convent, 4210 Meadow-
lark Lane, Rio Rancho, N.M.
87124,

Stash was born April 2,
1923, in Bremond to Nicholas
and Josephine Wrzesinski, the
fourth of 10 children. As a child,
Stash worked on his family’s
farm and was later drafted into
the U.S. Navy in 1945, He mar-
ried Vickie Wilganowskion Jan.
21, 1947, and they had five chil-
dren.

Stash moved to Fort Worth
with his family in 1955. He sup-~
ported his family by working
numerous jobs and retired af-
ter 25 years of service as main-
tenance manager at St. Francis
Village in Benbrook.

Stash made a hobby of fix-
ing things for his family and
making sure that they were all
taken care of, His favorite pas-
times were watching the Dal-
las Cowboys and “Gunsmoke”
Paul Wrzensi-nski is an and listening to potka music.
T , ’ Stash was preceded in
employes 17 our Public death by his parents; brothers,
Wnrks Desarcment. Albert, Roman, John and Si-
mon; and sisters, Sister Mary
Amidea and Sister Josetta.

SURVIVORS: Wife of 64
years, Vickie Wrzesinski; chil-
dren, Stan and wife, Jacque,
Pattie Sacco, Mike, Paul and
wife, Sharon, and Mark;, 10
grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren; brother, Ted; and
sisters, Julia Lehoski and Mary
Johnston.

Laured Land Funeral Home

7100 Crowley Road, 817-293-1350
View and sign guestbook at
www.star-telegram. com/obituaries
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Jimmy L. “Jack” Frost
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EULESS - Jimmy
Lynwood Frost, 75, of
Euless passed away
peacefuilly Saturday,

July 31, 2010, at a hospital in
Bedford.

SERVICE: 12:30 p.m. Friday
in Bluebonnet Hills Memorial
Chapel, 5725 Colleyville Bivd.,
Colleyville. Visitation: 10:30
a.m. Friday at the funeral
home.

He was born June 4, 1935,
to James Ellington Frost and
Myrtle Mary Mayo, He gradu-
ated from Seymour High
School in Seymour. Jack served
in the Army for nine months in
1956 and was honorably dis-
charged. Jack married Frankie
Dickenson Wallace. Their mar-
riage included five stepchild-
ren. He was a 32-year resident
of Euless and employed by the
cty of Euless as a crossing
guard for 14 years. Jack was a
member of Sherwood Park
Baptist Church in irving. He en-
joyed traveling with his wife
and siblings and collected many
keepsakes during those trips.

He was predeceased by his
wife, Frankie Dickenson Wal-
lace Frost; one stepdaughter,
Teresa Wallace Byers; and
three brothers, JW. Frost,
James Frost and Norris Frost.

SURVIVORS: Children, Don-
ita Bowers and husband, Neil,
Danny Wallace, Troy Wallace
and wife, Mary, and Leah Ford
and husband, David; grandchil-
dren Shannon Shaddock, Eric
Byers and Delaney Ford; great-
grandchild, Zachary Shaddock;
sisters, Thelma Potter, Glynda-
lin Manfredi and Edythe Rippy:
brathers, Floyd Frost and Bob
Frost; and his loving friend and
caregiver, JoAna Bustamante.
Bluehonnet Hills Funcral Home
Colleyville, 817-498-5894
View and sign guestbook at
www.star-telegram.com/obituaries
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