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'. . .' ~. Leroy, Gafford reeeridy celebrated their 60th 
w~~ary ooAugijst 5.2010. 

ReNde, ~ former Rosemar) ~ftom DaIW, ill retired· 
~.~. ~Ity; at EuIe~ where sIlO' .. ' .City SecrefatY. She is • 
s~bridg(! "~erWith ~ Bt'onzo '~ter rank:lna ana still 
actrfefy I!lays.0) toornamet\ts. ~ D....... , ". alumni .8gmduaIC
of~Umversny of'fu.as, Roy IS als()arotired ColOnel in the US 
Amy Reserves. He was in the oilllfld water1ieattncmt business 
fot 3S years. Roy plays golf w~.1Iird ill an avid online chess 
player. Together they love to travel; taking trips several times a y... . . ~., .. ,;.,'c·... ·, . ... ,.,... 

They have 'three' daughter&! BectYJoumey, Sandy Vecchio. 
Nancy Gafford and one son, tarry GatIord, who all reside in the 
=c=: i~~y~ ~o. h;ave ,~ grandchildren ~d one great

http:of'fu.as
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Tarrant got millions in stimulus,cash 

Federal funds tJ GOP 
senators question the need to 
spend $454,200 on new 
lights at a Euless ball ,field. 

By Anna M. 1'Insr.y 

atlll5Iey@star-telesram-com 


Thousands ofNorth Thxans call 
it the Crown Jewel of Adult 
SofttjalL 

But to former Republican 
presidential nominee John 

McCain, spending $454,200 in 
federal stimulus funds to re- .! 

place lighting at Softball World, 
a city park in Euless, is a prime' 
example of how the govem
ment is wasting taxpayer dol- ' 
lars. 1 

"Playing in the glow ofstim
ulus funded lights - now that's 
something completely new," 
according to' a "Summertime 
Blues" report written by.Sens. 

" I· " 

McCain, R-Ariz., and 'Ibm Co
bUrn, R-Okla."One WOuld 
~ that the teams using the . 
fields should just pay higher· 
fees for the light renovatfons~ 
instead of the' American tax
pa;er, most of whom will never I 
see~ Euless, 'Thxas, no matter, 
how bright the new lights are." 

But many who 1ivI! in the. 
Northeast Tarrant County city 
said Ulat more than 100,000, 

-- -" 
people use or visit the city par. ; 
each year and that the 11ghtlnC . 
is a proper use of stimulus \ 
funds. ' 

"This is ridiculous" said 
'*-'. ~-" ___~'.~r~~'!,'"¥"'" ! 

Richard Ho~.t' Wf1().~ 
plays outfieldWitfatliepra-i 
mond Softball ClUb·at the . 
park about three nights'a ' 
week. "A lot of people go to 
the park to play or watch, 
and this is aneed. 

"Thelights are deftn1tely 
antiquated, they are more 
than 25 years old. ibis wiD 
help make them energy-ef
ficien4" he said. "It's unfair 
that they singled out the 
one park in Euless!' 

100 ............... criticized '!exas got $14.3 billion in Other recipients include 

...r..........MWI'CA~_'C b cqntracts, grants and loans, the Amon Carter Museum 

,lUe . ~ iU.UJ' 0 urn second only to California,. of American Art, $16,435; 

report CIting 100 Stimulus which drew $23.4 billion in 11leatre AI:lf.ngton, . 
Projects tha~,Give Th.xpaY-JstJmulus aid. More than $16,434; and the Fort 
.mtheBlues cameoutlast \ 100 grants and ~'than Worth Symphony Qrches
week, ruvning the top pro- ~ two dozen contracts went tra Association, $50,000. 
lects that some leaders be-I~ ;ti) Thmmt County ~ At the Arlington theater, 
lieve aren't the best choice show.' . for Instance, the money 
for stimulus ~. .' But because of u.e large helped keep the communi-

At No. 99 was Softball~tiOD- here, ; 'lnai' . ty theater afloat during 
World, a proJect expected, ranks 4Sthin sttmUlus dol-, tough ec;onomic . times, 
to be finished wlthin. a year ,1m' per person _ 'Wlth an when management had al
and save or create 2.8 jobs. ;, aver. of $985 per person. ready cut the number of 

Other Thxas pr~ts, ' ~ paid staffErs from seven to 
listed in the report iriclude - behind only ~ four. ". '~. , ' 
researclling the public's: per person and:,"1bis gtant saved our 
impression of theBthnulus; , with $94' per' butts" said) '1bdd' Hart 
~.~ tlH\20C!9 In",:. ' ~ exe~tlw producer of ~ _ 
temationalAccordlon Fes- I .'" theater. "Without it, we 
tivalin San Antonio; and, ' wouldn't haw clQsed our 
ti:II1Ying the ~. , ." doors, but~' probably

~eriuI at "San" . ~',= wouJd~~d to cut ~ori,.e
S()Q~~. I1ut1- . . . programs - educational 
tut£~~', ;·,t,C[ .._..I treach .-L.l h 

",··.lb.'.'.linn. &I.1W ou - WIllC we·~.tJil,~I-dlrec'ted ' :".LI.WI .' I." ·.NOH......w-,.......'t ............. do•.~ 


.1n•.·:- .. t.. .... ... ·.. ,m~~L~6wOOO~f._.'~ --.,111..;'" "is
-"~ ~1 ... ...""'~. 'tIllIIX ~~ ,',D(jt:.~ .;way to (~ '3.5 mnr; ..~~ a lot of money, but 
Jobs), aecording to the re-;...,.....A~· :.Wbm.... """"cII... . comnanv as.'.''port. "n__~ .. .--_...... ,.' ....LL!.lV ,,-- JI ~-" 

'., ':'If suWt u'.~··UWMJ"........ Itn:U.lU

breakfug national debt is, 
not_ invutment in our 
cnDdre.q'sand grandchfi
dre.n's. fu~ ~d wm no( 
leaf! to any long-term re-
cowry." 1b1s comes. as 
thou.sands of projects na
tionwide h&ve drawn fund-' 
::.tr;om::n~Onal stim
" . Since last year, nearly 

$220 b~on has gone 19i 
stimulus projects nation
wide through, nearly 
40,000 contract:l, more 
than 170,000 Cl'raftis and 

more than 1,300 loans, ac
cording to recovety.gov. a 
website set up by the gav
emment to show where 
stIDrulus funds are going. 

in'.. .. $16 OOO·.~ 
casee 01'1 huge" .. .,' .'....., ' 

Itgiblit.· WOln:!r, ..'...~hel~.UI throuih . 
motIt.I\nd·· . through_"" ..~ difficQIt.t:fme that 

.oUt 'the, ~' ~•.'.~ even... pulled in i.' WO\ll.d 
tri11Uoris Ofdotlars to help:: ~forua:~·'. . 
w:Ith e\JIItr}'thfDg from :re":'! .' ,At the n11.1Beum, the 
ducfng crJJne. to starting' grant money helped pay 
"peen" In:ftastructurepro- salaries of two conservators 
jedli. Funding'also covers whose positions normally 
promoting ~ conser- ' . were funded by an end~-
wtiOn, preserv.mg law en_ment. "When the stOck 
:forceti,.ent jobs and com- market dropped nearly 50 . 
bating the tIOw .of drugs percent, the endowment 
from Mexico. . like thousands of endow

. ments across the country 
.Some funds in Fort, 

Worth, for instance, will be 
used for a greenhouse gas 
ilmmtory, parking lot 
lighting, a pilot project us
ing solar hot water at city 
fa.cllities, even a traffic sig_ 
nal project to help predict 
the flow of traffic and auto
mat1callyadJust signal tim:. 
ing: "1b1s allows us to do 
some pilot projects around 
the cityI' said Sam Steele, \ 
sustainabititlr· administra- ' " 

was Wlderwater,' and 
there were no earnings' 
from the endowment to, 
fund~eir salaries andben
efits, said Tracy Greene, a 
museum spokeswoman. 

Groups that help cbB
dren also benefited from 
millions of stimulus dollars 
nationwide. 

.._. __.+~:;L . 

http:preserv.mg
http:recovety.gov
http:Itn:U.lU
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The Boys and Girls EducatIon and research 
mon also went toward "'Ibis is a step in the diClubs ofGreater FortWorth Local schools and re scho~hiPS' tor disaOvan~ rection of being able to help

received more than search efforts recetved. mil _,' taged students, Much of, our customers . :. r;duce,$42,000 to maintain j~bs, lions of dollars. , 
the tuncUngallowed expan~ _' their consumption, he

and ensure that mentonng More than $88 million4 ded r~ futo, Wrlq said.programs continuej the Le- went to the Fort Worth topica, satd. Glenn' b,IlloD; Staff writers Eva-Marie Ayalana Pope Home received school district to help edu': vice presjdent', ~~ and Dam!n Barbee contributed$25,225 to help provide spe- cate children with disabill_ , 
at~healthscl~~~,: to this report.cial education and services ties and specfal needs, re "q1earlltt,has h»n.d " <}to disabled children; and, place aging kitchen equip-.; t:hOee ~~~ AIVla M. nnsley. 817-390-7610

the Thus Boys Choir was ment, support early child-' 
saht. . ,,~,~ ,t.iI ,}'given $153,76~ for public, hood education, update I , 'IUaI' Ctu'fltlau urmer.education programs and to technology, make sur~ . at ~ ':.iOl..;" $tlf:dlhelp disabled chlldren. 'homeless children have ' , ty ,'P're~"T<';'"L =:?,' " lion to +-'V. wA£\,~,At the Lena Pope Home, equal access to~tion, InYolvm.,',' "~ the money was used last avoid deep Job cuts and 
and glW', "aid toyear ,for tutoring and, spe- even buy two dozen hybrid 
students. Ami.cial:lzed reading instruction buses. "ThIs came at acrlt 
sityof ~for special-education stu-" ~ time," said'I'ra<:y Mar.... 


dents at the Chapel Hill shall, executive director for ~more 

ACademy Charter School - grants and development. liOn to lullf. 


oIitopicr .
sOmething that without the "Our state funding is 
grant, "it's very unlikely we . continually"being reduced 
would have been able to do and we have been inbUdget weD. as ' 
at anr said 'lbdd Landry, shortfalls. 'I1le' impact to 

executive director of the the stUdentS wOuld have COIJserya~; 


Children's agency. been bigger" without the scholarships for ~": 

taged studenbnmd (lJl1dingAnd at the Texas Boys grants.: . ,,', " 

Choir, the stimulus money In ArliDgton. the school II federal work stu4Y pro" 
gram.helPed pay for' tutors, ,for district also picked up more 

Separate ~ the ; youth who ~eded extra' than $60 million for similar 
grants, dozens of contractshelp; provide stipends to ' effqrts,i includf:bg early , 
were issued to localcompateachers and· purchase chfldhood e(.\ucatfon, help nies, ranging from thecomputers, said Dollie Ble- ing' children with disabill- , 
$56,900 Job fQr Cardinal 

vins, executive director. "It ties,ensuririg ,homeless Roofing to restore a roof on' 
was truly a gift for Wt~, children have equal access a federal courthouse to 
we put it to good user she to eduCation' and replacing ,more than $5 mWJon for 
~: ' ... ~ "-, .' .'~': aging kitchen equipment. Bell Helicopter '.teXtron to , Lcic8Ich4rldes alsO drew The Unlversitt of North move forward with tilt-ro,,;
tens of thousands of 'grant 'Iexas Health Science Cen tor test rig development doD.tu:s. ,", "" ,', ter in Fort Worth, .received and delivery. 
, The 'nIrran~Area Food, more than ,$5 million in Locally, Lockheed Mar
Bank landed :lDbre than' grants to help With research tin Missiles and FIre Con
$100,000 to helpwith the touching on diabetes, Par trol mGrand Pratrle ra:- ' 
~ food us1st:ance ldnson's, Alzheimer's, even ceived a $3.5 million con';' prO(pim costa; the Presby... alternatives to estrogen re tract to develop the Inte
terlanN~shelterofTai''' • placement. thempy in pted Smart-BEAR power
rantCoultty ~,~ menopausal wom81L Grant system for the Air l"orce. , 
$31,000; and the salVatidh That contract essentially
Army in Fort, Worth,' re- requires those workers to . 
ceived more ,than' find ways to integrate re
$140,000. newable energy resources 

into the power grid of the 
Basic Expeditionary Air
field Resources base, said 
Craig Vanbebber, a spokes
man for Lockheed. 
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Belt-tightening time for three cities 

D Hurst. Euless and Bedford 
must make tough choices as 
h d b d ets 

t ey a opt u g , . 
By Terry EYanI 
tevans(jjlstar-tele&ram.com 

He pointed out that 
Hurst provides a 20 percent 
homestead exemption,
something that Caruthers 
discussed With the council. 

"Some cities may have a 
Falling property values and lower tax rate but don't 
slumping sales tax revenues are i even offer a bomesteadex· 
leaving~offi£:\als in Hurst. Euless 
and Be4ford with difficult choic
es, including not :fijlfngopen po- ," 
.~., .- - . __J_ .., 

sitions while trying to W ..il.Jl1tain.
city services. 

Property tax rates would in. 
crease in Hurst and Bedford but! 
remain the same in Euless if the: 
city,' ,councils adopt city staff,; 
IJl.,8mben' budget recommenda - , 
tlons, which also include cutting' 
0, "1.-"'Y'IVlnses 
~ and Hurst will have, 

pubUc'heaPngsfor their budgets I 
. . --, 

-'1\1~, EuleaoD Aug. 31. All 
three cities will adopt budgets by: 
Sept. 14. 
-f 

Hurst 
teavmg five full;tfme positions 
vacant is one way that the city is 
dealing with its budget woes, 
along witq a 4.3-cent increase in 
its property tax rate. 

The proposed '$30.8, million 

general fund budget is about 1.2 
percent lower than last year's 
$31.2 million budget, Finance Di
rector Clay Caruthers said. Five, 
vacant full-time positions, but 
no police officers, were eliminat
ed.' Other eliminations were in 
engineering, fiscal services and 
the municipal court .. 

Caruthers said a tax rate in
crease to 57.8 centS per 
$100 of assessed property 
value has. been proposed. 
That would mean about 
$1.80 more per month for 
the owner of a' property 
with the average assessed, 
value, $133,000, Caruthers 
said. 

emption," he said. 
In Southlake, a $15,000 

homestead exemption was 
available for all propertynue sources tintilthe econ .. 
owners ~-the fiscal 2009, 

II.J f 
budget but was left out 0 

the 20l0budge.t and isn't· 
pro~d for the 2011 bud
get, city spokeswoman Pi-:
larSclumksaid. ' 

The Fort' Worth City
COUll~tl, struggling to 

makeupa$77.~nbud-
get shortfall~: ~,' ,talked i 

Keeping the tax rate at 
47 cent$ per $100 assessed 
valuation Was challenging
in the face of a 5.2 percent 
decrease in Euless' total as
sessed property valuation, 
coupled with a projected 
12.5 percent sales tax reve· 

' nue decrease. . 
'''We'te balancing the 

budgetby using otherreve

' , ' d but 
,omy turns lIl'ourt , 
'wefre not dipping in!O our 
reserves:' Rodriquez said. 
"Wehad already done some 
cu,ts," like travel and train. 
fug, some supplies. .,. 
We asked our departments 
to take' it down to the bare' 
minfm.7,1Ii1." 

See' - the budget at 
:tbout cut~ ptOpelty tax. . euI 
homestead 'eXemptions. ' .Vf'!IW. esslx.gov. 

Caruthers satd Hurst., Bedford 

i 

anticipates no servi~e-level 
reductions. '; 

, "\Ve're basically- trying 
to spread the workload out 

b ffi iand ecome more e cent 
wherever we canf he said. 

See the budget.at ci 
.hurst.lx.us. 
Euless 
Ifnotfor a car rental facility 
with several companies op
eItting from it at Dallasl 

""_ 'dk inB d 
.lUUes are so tOUI!!i'. e-: 
ford that it is cuttIng what 
iJ usuallysacrosimet: the·; 
Police Department. ' 
' The city is not filling a 
patrol officer vacancy and a 
public service' officer posi
tionas part of budget cuts 
that also include leaving 
fiVe other jobs vacant in 
building inspections, com
munity service and'public 

Fort Worth Airport, tiled-, works.' \ . 
ty would have a totigher 
time dealing with the 
sl10rtfalls 'in 'its general 
fund revenue. 

The 'proppsed $29.7 mil
lion operating budget -is 
0.58 percent below last 
year's, 'Finance Director " 
Vicki Rodriquez said. She 
saidseven vacant positions 
were not funded, britiglng 
the payroll down to 374 po- ' 
sitions., . 

The proposed $27.2 mil
lion general fund budget 
includes a $61,000 in
crease in operatitlg expens
es for the library that opens 
in early 2011, City Manager 
Beverly Queen said. 

"OUr total spending is 
down across the entire 
budgetr she said. "At this 
point the only thing we 
doltt know is what water 
and sewer rates will be.. 
Those final budget figpres 
won't arrive until early 
September, but weantici
pate an increase in those 
rates." 

-----"------------

The tax rate m~t in
crease roughly 2.8 cents per 

. $100 of valuation to raise 
the same amount of reve
nue as last year, when 
property values were about 
4 percent pj.gher, she said. 
If the council accepts that . 
and sets the. rate at 49.2 
cents per $100 of valua
tion, the tax bill on the 
average home in Bedford, 
which has an assessed val
ue of about $146,000, will 
increase about $2.29.·tH/r 
month. Last year's avera.ge 

J residential valuation was 
-$147,942. The city's contri

, 'bution to employee hea1tli 
I
 savings accounts would' 

also. Qe eliminated, QUeen, 
said. The proposed budget 
preserves hours andsetvic
es at all city facilities but 
includes minor feeincreas
es, she said. 

See the budget at the 
public library, 1605 L. Don 
Dodson Drive. 
thIs report InCludes materlail 
from the Star~Telearam 3rchives. 

Terry Evans. 817-390·7620 . 

I 

http:avera.ge
http:hurst.lx.us
http:esslx.gov
http:tevans(jjlstar-tele&ram.com

