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Russell Laughlin, Holly McPherson, Bruno Rumbelow, Gary Fickes and Jimmy Stathatos

Northeast
Transportation
Summit

Tarrant County
Commissioner
Gary Fickes hosted
the second annual
Northeast Trans-
portation Summit
at the Hurst Con-
ference Center.

Phetos courtesy of THl
Hezel of Smiley's Studio

Steve Johnson,
Gary McKamie and
David Kelly
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Motorcyclist, 39, killed
in crash on Texas 183
EULESS - A 39-year-old
Saginaw man was killed
early Friday when his mo-
torcycle slammed into a
vehicle in a work convoy an
Texas 183 in Euless, police
reported. Brian Duke was
eastbound about 3 am.
when his bike struck the
back of the vehicle just
west of Texas 360. The
cause of death was blunt-
force trauma, according to
the Tarrant County medi-
cal examiner’s office. No
other injuries were report -
ed, acéording to a news re-
lease. He was not wearing a
helmet, said Capt. Gary
Landers, a Euless police
spokesmari. — Chance Welch
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Once home to young families,
area suburbs are turning gray

8 The young parents of the 1960s
are "aging in place” in Tarrant cities,
according to a community survey.

By Steve Campbeil

sfeampbeli@star-telegram com

EULESS — With spacious homes, hilly
streets and leafy lots, Morrisdale Es-
tates was a bucolic suburban mecca
for young families in the 1960s and
1970s.

With plenty of bedrooms for all
those children, yards large enough for
pools, and good schools and parks
nearby, the neighborhood drew engi-
neers and executives who worked at
Bell Helicopter and pilots who wanted
a short commute to Dallas/Fort
Worth Airport.

Today, an “amazing number of

Coming tomorrow

Matthew Gaines is among the hundreds of
people who visit the Hurst Senior Citizens

Activity Center every day.
Star-Telegram/Paul Moseley

those people are still here,” said 77-
year-old Bruce Ebert, a retired attor-
ney who, with his wife, Honore, raised
two children in the neighborhood
known for its shaded streets and
Christmas lights.

More on SUBURBS, 48

The Star-Telegram begins a series of community snapshots profiling area cities, based on
census data from the American Community Survey. First up: Aledo.

A closer look

City, median age

1, Westover Hills, 52.9
2. Lakeside, 48

3. Pantego, 47.7

4. Edgedliff Village, 46.1
5. Dalworthington Gardens, 44.2
6. Colleyville, 43.2

7. Haslet, 41.2

8. Azle, 411

9. Benbrook, 40.7

10. Trophy Club, 393
11. Lake Worth, 391

12. Southlake, 386

13. Hurst, 38.2

14. Richland Hills, 37.8
15. Kennedale, 377

15. Keller, 377

17. Westlake, 376

18. N. Richland Hills, 37.3
19. Bedford, 371
Nation, 36.5

20, Grapevine, 36.3

21. White Settlement, 35.7
22. River Qaks, 35

23. Pelican Bay, 34.9

24. Euless, 33.8

Texas, 33

25, Burleson, 32.9

26. Roanoke, 32.7

26. Haltom City, 32.7

28. Watauga, 32.5

28. Saginaw, 32.5

30. Westworth Village, 32.2
30. Forest Hill, 32.2

32. Mansfield, 31.3

33. Addington, 31.2

34. Fort Worth, 31

35. Crowley, 29.9

36. Sansom Park, 29.8

37. Blue Mound, 277

38, Everman, 273

Sources: 2009 American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau
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“There were a lot of kids The contrast is even Aging in place “The draw was good
in the neighborhood. Now greater in small, affluent pyjags Mayor Mary LibSa- schools and a house
it's more mature” he said. Westlake. The median age leh has lived in Morrisdale large enough for my

The same can be said of
Euless as a whole.

From 2000 to 2009, the
city’s median age crept up
by 1.6 years to 33.8, and
13.7 percent of households
include a person over 65,
according to American
Community Survey data
released by the Census Bu-
reau in December.

in 2009, 7.6 percent of
the city’s residents were 65
or older. That compares
with 5.8 percent in 2000
and 4 percent in 1990,

The maturation of Moz -
risdale Estates and Euless
isn’t an anomaly. In pre-
dominantly Anglo suburbs
across Tarrant County, se-
niors are “aging in place”
in towns as different as
Kennedale, Colleyville,
Hurst and Westover Hills,

In 24 of 38 communities
in Tarrant County, the me-
dian age is now above the
Texas median of 33.

The “oldest” city in the
county is tiny Westover
Hills, where the median
age is 52.9. That means half
the population is older
than that.

In the town of only 458
residents, 55.3 percent of
households include some-
one over 65, a 17.3 percent
hike since 2000.

The second- and third-
oldest are Lakeside (48)
and Pantego (47.7). Pelican
Bay matured the fastest,
with the median age going
up by 5.6 years from 29.3 to
34.9.

In Colleyville, the me-
dian age increased from 40
to 43.2, and the number of
households with people
over 65 rose from 12to 17.6
percent. By comparison,
Fort Worth’s median age is
3L.1 and the percentage of
households with people
over 65 declined from 19 to
17.1.

dropped from 47.1 years to
376 and the over-65
households fell from 11.6 to
8.4 percent as the town's
population more than qua-
drupled over the decade.

Demographer Steve
Murdock of Rice Universi-
ty says the graying of the
suburbs is primarily a
product of ethnicity.

“In general, the reason
you are seeing that in the
suburbs is that they tend to

have higher proportions of
Anglos” Murdock said,
“The age structure of mi-
nority populations, partic-
ularly Hispanic popula-
tions, is going to be youn-
ger”

With the first baby
boomers reaching 65 this
year, America’s senior mo-
ment is fast approaching.

By 2030, all the baby
boomers will be seniors,
resulting in a shift that de-
mographers call the “age
wave! The percentage of
the population 65 and old-
er is projected to increase
from 12.6 percent in 2010
to 19 percent in 2030, ac-
cording to the Census Bu-
reau, Mwrdock says there
will be no escaping the im-
pact of the boomers in
Texas, but he adds that the
state is younger than the
national median of 36.5
years. “Their impact will
be muted in Texas com-
pared to many states be-
cause of continued in-mi-
gration - people that
move tend to be younger —
and the growing Hispanic
population,” he said.

Estates since 1964 and has
watched the change.

“The draw was good
schools and a house large
enough for my five chil-
dren” she said. “Eighty
percent of the homes are
still occupied by the first-
time buyers ~ that in-

cludes the children that
have moved back into the
community.

“But I see the aging-in-
place phenomenon all over
the city” Saleh said.
“That's why we’ve worked
hard in Euless to gain rec-
ognition as a certified re-
tirement community by
the state of Texas.

Other “first-tier” sub-
urbs — the towns sand-
wiched between the big
cities and rural areas — are
tuning into the change.

In Kennedale, where the
median age has risen by
three years to 37.7 since
2000, City Manager Bob
Hart has taken notice.

“I think the trend we are
seeing is aging in place.
People in the North and
Northeast want to move
somewhere warm. People
in Texas want to stay in
Texas, and that’s what I'm
seeing in Kennedale;” said
Hart, who is on the Na-
tional League of Cities’
First-Tier Council.

“We've got a good
school system, but the en-
rollment has plateaued, so
we are looking at ways to
be more attractive to the
aging population,” he said,
noting that transportation
is a key issue for the city’s
seniors, especially access
to medical care.

Saleh has the same con-
cerns,

“We need to be sure we
have adequate health ser-
vices, We need to provide
transportation for those

five children. Eighty
percent of the homes
are still occupied by
the first-time buyers.”

Euless Mayor Mary Lib Saleh,
Morrisdale Estates resident

seriors that can no longer
provide it for themselves.
Transportation for seniors
wasn’t on the radar 20
vears ago, but it is now”

One of the challenges
facing many first-tier sub-
urbs is that their housing
stock is aging, too, said
Christiana McFarland,
program director for fi-
nance and economic de-
velopment at the National
League of Cities.

“Most are inneed of de-
veloping housing options
toremain competitive with
newer suburbs. In many
cases, they have an influx
of a new population as well
as an older population who
would like to age in place,”
McFarland said.

“First-tier suburbs area
microcosm of what is
going to happen in the
country going forward —
they tend to be an indicator
of what we can expect
next” she said.

Catering to seniors

A few miles west of Mor-
risdale Estates on Pipeline
Road, at the Hurst Senior
Citizens Activity Center,
director Linda Rea sees the
graying of the suburbs ev-
ery day. Hurst’s population
is older than Euless’: the
median ageis 38.2 and 26.3
percent of households have
a member over 65.

An average of 300
guests a day come to the
27,500-square feet center,
which opened in late 2009,
to work out, take classes
ranging from ceramics to

s
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computers or browse in the country she said,
books in a library that in-  with a nod toward Airport
cludes a fireplace. Freeway. “That wasn't
. “We stay busy. Twice here. The city has grown
last week, we maxed outin  up around me? -

Momscfakle Esas ink Euless was developed
still populated primarily by the original hom

in the 1960s and is

epwnears.
Star-Telegram/Paul Moseley

the fitness center with 40
people at one time,’ Rea
said, noting that the center
is also a great deal for peo-
ple 55 and up. Hurst resi-
dents pay only $20 a year
and nonresidents $80.

With Hurst 98 percent
built out, City Manager
Allan Weegar says city
leaders have focused on
maintaining facilities and
adding new ones that cater
to its population.

The city plans to devel-
op senior housing next to
the senior center, he said.

“You have a fire station
there for emergency med-
ical services, the center for
recreation, a park and a
Braum'’s. It's a self-con-
tained area for transitional
seniors,” Weegar said.

“Throughout the city,
people have realized that
the services we offer make
them stay, he said. “On
the flip side, we are also
seeing young families
starting to move into the
older areas of Hurst as
homes are vacated through
attrition, so to speak”

Marcy Davis, the 73-
year-old chairwoman of
Hurst’s senior citizens ad-
visory board, says the
gleaming senior facility is
her social center. She and
her now-deceased hus-
band, who worked for the
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, bought their home
near L.D. Bell High School
in 1966 because they
wanted good schools for
their three kids.

Carla Jutson, director of
Meals on Wheels of Tar-
rant County, said the age
shift is especially evident
in Northeast Tarrant.

“I've been here 36 years.
Where we used to serve in-
ner cities mainly and had
very little out in the sub-
urbs, now we have so much
in the suburbs and the in-
ner-city numbers have
gone down,” Jutson said.

“We've seen tremen-
dous growth in the Mid-
Citles in eastern Tarrant
County” she said. In
Hurst, the agency serves 74
seniors a day, compared
with 34 in 1999,

For Davis, a former
nursing home administra-
tor, it just seems like a nat-
ural evolution.

“There's a lot of people
like me in the neighbor-
hood. They don’t leave un~
til they die,” she said witha
laugh, “This is home, and
we stay until we're gone.”

Back in Morrisdale Es-
tates, the life cycle is al-
ready coming full circle as
grown-up kids move back
to the neighborhood, often
in their parents' former
homes, Ebert said. “At one
point, the kids were all
gone,” the retired attorney
said. “Now people are
talking about a new cycle
of kids on the streets”

Steve Campbell, 817-390-7981
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Blockbuster to close five D-FW stores

Dallas Business Journal - by Candace Carlisle, Staff Writer

Tuesday, March 29, 2011

Dallas-based Blockbuster Inc. will close 186 more stores by the end of the month, including tive
stores in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.

This will bring the number of Blockbuster closings in the United States to 1,145 since the movie
rental chain first announced it had filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in September.

Two Fort Worth stores — one off Loop 820 and one oft South Hulen Street — will close, along
with the Dallas store oft Abrams Road, the Burleson store off Alsbury Boulevard, and the Euless
store off North Main Street.

Two other Texas store locations — Beeville and Vidor — will also close.

Beeville is located south of San Antonio and Vidor is near Beaumont.
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Lewisville man killed

in traffic accident
EULESS — A Lewisville
man was killed early Satur-
day in a traffic accident on
Bear Creek Parkway, ac-
cording to the Tarrant
County medical examin-
er’'s website on Sunday.
The victim was identified
as William Harris, 55. He
was pronounced dead at
the scene of blunt force
trauma, according to the
medical examiner’s web-
site. The wreck occurred
shortly after 12:30 a.m.
Saturday in the 400 block
of Bear Creek Parkway in
Euless. Harris was driving
his vehicle, the medical ex-
aminer report states.

- Domingo Ramirez Jr
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List: Fastest Growing Cities in Tarrant County

City of Fort Worth % City of Arlington City of Mansfield City of Keller gﬂw City of Burleson
= bty
w‘ffﬂm Sy e t:’“
Ranked by number of new building permits in 2010
City Sales Tax
Address New Building| Collections 2010
Phone/Fax Permits Area in Square Mayor No. of Full-time
Rank{Website issued Miles Clty Manager Employees Sample of City Amenities
Céty <T>f Fort Worth ’ c
1000 Throckmorton St. " . Fort Worth Zoo, Historic Stockyards, museums, Fort Worth Herd, nature
Fort Worth 76102 4,443 # 0232453861 MTg(%f;n{?nciggf 6,312 center, community centers and more than 10,000 acres of parks and
817-392-2255/817-392-2107 99 municipal goif courses
_fortworthgov 05g
Rangers Ballpark in Arington, New Cowboys Stadium, Six Flags Over Texas,
C(';ty\A?fAArlingttonP 0. Box 9023 Hurzc'ane Har(t:)or. !mema(t:ional Bowllfmg Campus, Agington Municipal Airport,
t1n ram 5. - P.O. Box 90231 rlington Convention Center, golf courses, awarding winning park/irai
2 1Ar\mgton 76010 387 $83‘1;9‘°"848 Dﬁifnogg{t g'sggﬁfk 2,322 system, recreation centers, libraries, UT Arfington, TCC Southeast Campus.
1817-459-6100/817-453-6410 9 The Parks at Arlington Mall, The Arlington Highlands, Lincoln Square, Levift
-arhingtontx.gov Pavilion for the Performing Arts, Symphony Arlington, Theatre Arlington and
Arlington Museum of Ant
" city of gﬂansgeld rward
;1200 £ Broad St. . ward-winning fibrary and parks programs, which include Big League Dreams
3 Mansfield 76063 251 314‘3?96(%’684 Cg?;’('}?‘ [(-)'hg?lgrer 458 "| and Hawaiian Falls waterpark; Joe Pool Lake; Mansfield Historical Museusm &
817-276-4200/817-473-2925 Heritage Center; Historic Downtown; and six industrial/business parks
V m»@n‘shetd-tx‘gov
"| City of Keller
E(l:ﬁgr i379632r4(38reek Parkway 229 $6.965,075 Pat McGrail 300 Recreation and aquatic center, multi-sports complex, greenbelt watking trails,
817-743-4000/817-743-4190 18 Dan O'Leary equestrian arena, senior Citizen center and public fibrary
cityofkeller.com
T Renro g
. Renfro St. Hidden Creek Golf Course, more than two dozen parks, the Burleson
Burleson 76028 214 $12:135.878 onen Shetter 299 Recreation Center (BRICK) Chisenhall Fields, Senior Activity Center, library,
817-426-9622/817- 426-93%0 " animal shelter and historic Otd Town with the Burleson Visitors Center
burlesontx.com
%6\{ ﬁfENfrm glzighland Hills
E. Loop & . NYTEX Sports Centre, NRH20 Water Park, Tarrant County College NE
North Richiand Hills 76180 126 517'01080'000 0&?&3&"&;‘:&&” 515 Campus, Iron Horse Golf Course, Richland Tennis Center and 741 acres of
817-427-6091/817-427-6093 parks and trail system
nrhtx.com
City of Crowley
201 E. Main St. $953.716 Billy Davis More than 100 acres of parkland with baseball and soccer fields, tennis courts,
Crowley 76036 120 7 Truitt Gilbreath 119 playgrounds, pavilions, Frisbee golf course, splash pad, two fire stations,
81 7-29?—2%01/817—29?-6178 public library, senior citizens center and criminal justice center
ci.crowley tx.us o
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City of Watauga
8 &};’gl}‘;’;‘ ‘%mfad 95 $5,077,312 Harry Jeffries 172 Libraty, city parks, community center, city events, shopping, entertainment
817-514-5800/817-281-1991 4‘ Kerry Lacy and small-town civic atmosphere
cowix.org
gg)%%f Ricl? o Fina ‘ F ks, lib ty center, | t Birdvill
iana Drive y . our parks, library, community center, low property tax rate, Birdville
9 g;%hléagg ;13&;861171 82 99-1303 94 $ ‘7943’184 32;;%836%?3 88 Independ%%t School?;istrict schools tggd Trinity River Express commuter rail
-299- -269-1 station
richlandhills.com
City of Euless
10 %8;822 gggagg[)rive 89 $12,586,713 Mary Lib Saleh 357 Texas Star Goif Course, 630 acres of parks, convenient highway access and
EulessTX.gov
City of Colleyville . ]
100 Main St $2.671.650 David Kelly Extensive trails system, recreational facilities, 13 parks and greenbeits, public
11 g%eg\égle {7)(6)2!3;17 5031129 84 "3 Jennifer Fadden 190 library, events center and five nmlx_s fr%m Dallas/Fort Worth International
-503-1 -503- Irpol :
colleyville. com '
e
. McLeroy Blvd. )
12 g?%ué%g ;;%L {)?81 7214644 68 34'2%6'245 ﬁgggggfg?g 126 Seven parks, three recreation centers, library and aquatic center
ci.saginaw.buus
1 Wenecon oad.
inscott Roa . X o .
$2,792,748 Jerry Dittrich Parks and recreation opportunities {Benbrock Lake, Benbrook Gommunity
13 g?%’ﬁgg%%g& 7-249-0884 60 12 Andy Wayman 13 Center/YMCA, Wh(ntestone Golf Course) -
cityofbenbrook.com
%gyﬁr?gf'et Haslet Community Park and Gammill Park recreational parks, Nance Field and
14 |Haslet 76052 40 $936,332 Bob Golden 14 Fire Station Fielq baseball and softball parks, Haslet Library, Fourth of July
817-439-5931/817-439-1606 7 {(not applicable} Parade, Wild West Fest, Movies in the Park, Concert in the Park, Sweetheart
haslet org Dance and Haslet Hustie 5K Fun Run community events
— ICity of Edgeciiff Viliage
1605 Edgeclift Road 446 Tony Daunhinot
5 |Edgeciff Village 76134 36 $84, orty Dauphing 8 DND
81)- 293-4319/817-293-6726 ! (not appicable)
|rdgechiff wordpress.com
City of Grapevine . . Two major yearly festivals, park and trail system, Grapevine Milis Mall, Great
16 %egpiizggl ?601‘31 35 $32,470,985 W\liwr{la% {Bill) 850 v\;oﬂ{odge, Bass ?ro Shotps Qttxtdoor \éngti, giggt wit;e-tasta% siand
36 establishments, vintage historic train tour and historic downtown,
§J;;§;§;§2°§’ 3;7-410*3002 Bruno Rumbelow Discovery Center and Sealife Aquarium at Grapevine Milis Mali
3000 Porost Aidge D Jims
244, ght parks, independence Day celebration, Labor Day Blugs an €51
17 g??'f%gygﬂ 58181 7-952-2103 . 10 Bevgrtiyﬂﬁﬁeen 320 water park, library and walking trails

¢Lbedford. x.us
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City of Azle 18-hole municipal golf course, public library, four City parks (0ne with iake
18 211? ?%‘6‘%‘5“5‘ Parkway 20 $1,939,712 Russ Braudis 108 access), ball fields, soccer fields, amphitheater, skateboard tacilities,
81? 444-2541/817-444-7149 8 Craig Lemin playground equipment, jogging/walking trails, senior center and two
city(—)tazié 0rg b community buildings
B %gyhft?gn?gqiie Kennedale TownCenter, new and expanded parks, city HDrary, expancing
19 K X“,'c‘;"’éoﬁé""’ 18 $1.822,786 Bryan Lankhorst 71 residential subdivisions, senior center with diversified activities, commuiity
8?'7‘?383 %100/317 478-716 7 Bob Hart activities including the Art in the Park arts festival, Texas Independence Day
cityotker;nedale co;n 168 Celebration, Bark in the Park, and the Christmas Tree fighting
City of Forest Hill - e
3219 California Parkway - $1.200,000 James Go New retait development, new home construction, new public library and close
20 [Forest Hill 76119 16 3 Showt . loacy 89 proximity to downtown Fort Worth, interstate highways and Arlington
817-568-3000/817-568-3049 oyt 1. Ipaye entertainment district
foresthilitx.org
;‘%vlu{n 0{3 w!astlake
illage Circle, Ste. 202
21 |Westlake 76262 15 53’9%4'833 Thé‘:l‘;?gvgea}n 26 Economic development incentives available, and home of Westlake Academy
B17-430-094 1/817-430-1812 - onymer
westlake-tx.org
Haltom City . ‘ ' »
5024 Broadway Ave. $9.115.200 William "Bill* Evos playground equipment, Recreation Center fitness room, bailparks, eight
22 |Haitom City 76117 13 12" Lanford Il 292 rks, hike and bike trails, senior center, new hbralz, 5K Haltom Stampede,
gg—zzzmwm 7-834-7237 Tom Muir pring Fest, Family 4th Fireworks, Fall Festival and Community Tree Lighting
omcitytx.com
City of Hurst
23 ;i?x?gt l;rggéract Line Road 9 $18,085,860 Richard Ward 340 North East Mall, recreation center, two aquatic centers, public ibrary, three
817-788-7000/817 788-7009 10 Allan Weegar new hotels and recreation opportunities
ci.hurst.xus
o
. Bowen .
24 |Pantego 76013 4 $1,732.154 Melody Paradise 45 Police, fire, EMS services and low water rates
BI7-214-1381817-265-1375 2 Thomas Grifth
ownofpantegoe.com
City of River Oaks
25 g?s?é]r g!::sr _?gﬁflvd. 3 $450,867 Herman Earwood 57 Self-sustained water system, residential sanitation pick-up by the city,
- 1817-626-5421/817-624-2154 2 Marvin Gregory community center and 45-member volunteer fire department
riveroakstx.com
Town of Lakeside
2 9830 Confederate Park Road $51,684 Patrick Jacob Parks, tennis courts and conveniently located near Fort Worth Nature Center
6 |Lakeside 76108 2 ; 9
ﬁ:k 7‘237‘1234/31 7-938-9187 2 Dianna Buchanan and Lake Worth
esidetexas.us
City of Everman
NR giﬁ‘aﬁa?&% 0 $417,850 Jim Stephenson DND Library, parks and community center
817-203-0525/817-551-7549 3 Donria Anderson
evermantanet
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urion Hill Road DND Anthony Yeager Quiet residentiat community, greenbelts, municipal golf course, public ibrary. |
NR ggg%%ﬂg&?%}g?},s 161724 0 2 Roger Unger % shopping and restaurants
cityotwestworth.com
City of Whit tt t . . .
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817-246-4971/817-367-0885 » 3 inda Ryan Martin, and Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base x
wstx.us

NOTES: DND - Did not disclose

SOURCES: participating city governments, Texas State Comptroller Web site, and North Central Texas Councit of Governments
New Building Permits figures include residential and commercial new construction.
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Even in the cold, Super Bowl
brought cities more money

8 In February, sales tax
receipts rose 4.4 percent
for six Tarrant cities.

By Gordon Dickson
gdickson@star-telegram.com

Despite two winter storms

that crippled North Texas
during Super Bowl week, ma-
ny citles enjoyed a healthy
shot in the arm from sales tax
revenue, a state report shows.

Arlington, Fort Worth,
Grapevine, Hurst, Mansfield

and Southlake — cities that
hosted Super Bowl events or
have regional shopping at-
tractions —~ saw their sales
tax payments collectively go
up 4.4 percent in February
from a year earlier, according
to a Star -Telegram analysis of
figures released Wednesday
by state Comptroller Stsan
Combs’ office.

North Texas officials said
they were pleased with the
revenue, even though it

wasn’t quite the windfall
many had hoped for in the
days leading up to the big
game.

“Any number that's up
makes me happy. I was afraid
it was going to be a negative
number,” Arlington Mayor
Robert Cluck said.

In Arlington, which hosted
the game at Cowboys Stadi-
um, February sales tax reve-
nue was $5.8 million, up 4.5
percent from a year earlier.

After paying special tax in-"

centives to businesses, the
city will collect $3.26 million,
Cluck said - roughly
$136,000 more than in Feb-
ruary 2010,

Of the six cities analyzed,
only Southlake showed a de-

crease. Its sales tax collec-

tions dropped 5.2 percent.
Statewide, sales tax reve-

nue has increased for 12

straight months, showing

that “strong consumer and
business spending helped
increase revenue in large
sectors of the economy
such as retail, manufactur-
ing and the oil and gas in-
dustry” Combs said in a
statement,

Statewlide, February
sales tax revenue was up
$1.6 billion, or 9.9 percent,

" from a year earlier, she

said. .

The figures do not re-
flect hotel rooms, car rent -
als or alcohol sales, which
are taxed separately.

Super Bowl Impact
When severe ice and snow
socked North Texas, the
concern was that fans and
their wallets might not
make it here in time to
spend money at restau-
rants, hotels and other
businesses. But positive
economic news has con-
tinued to trickle in since
the Super Bowl.

If any city was poised
for a letdown, it was Fort
Worth. Four days of ice
and snow put a damper on
attendance at Sundance
Square, where ESPN
broadcast 80 howrs of live
television and radio pro-
gramming.

But Fort Worth, which
also housed the Pittsburgh
Steelers during Super Bowl
week, collected $6.9 mil-

Hon in sales tax revenue, 4
percent more than a year
earlier.

“I know higher numbers
would be better news, but

¢ anything that’s [not a de-

cline in revenue] is good
news” Fort Worth Mayor

. Mike Moncrief said. Feb-

ruary sales taxes were
down from January, when
the city took in $7.6 mil-
lion. But, the mayor sald,
41 certainly take our 4
percent increase over what
some cities on both coasts
are experiencing.’
Concerns about state
budget woes, cuts in edu-
cation and possible teacher
layoffs also might have
kept people away, sald Ho-
ratio Porter, Fort Worth
budget director. “Con-
sumers tie up their purse

strings more than usual”
when they hear that type of
news, he sald. “It’s hard to
quantify the impact of the
weather and everything
else In one day”

Porter said a more de-
tailed analysis of consumer
spending will be available
in the coming days. Statis-
tics outlining hotel occu-
pancy tax collections will
also be available this
month.

The city is expecting a
bump in sales tax receipts
this week, with more than
400,000 expected for the
NASCAR races at Texas
Motor Speedway.

“We continue to be
blessed with signs showing
recovery, and there are
growth indicators as well,”
Moncrief sald.

Southlake Mayor John
Terrell said he didn't know
what to make of the 5.2
percent sales tax revenue
drop in his city. Southlake
Town Square was hopping
the night before the Super
Bowl, he said.

“The owmner of the
Steelers stayed at our Hil-
ton? Terrell sald. “We had:
a very largs Super Bowl
party the Saturday night
before the game. It was fust
packed?”

Town Square continues
to grow, he sald, and theci-
tyis discussing adding gar~
den district lofts to in-
crease the residential pres-
ence downtown.

The sales tax figures re-
leased on Wednesday do
not include any reim-
bursemnents to the cities
out of the state’s major

events trust fund. Cities
have 90 days after the
game to deposit their $4.3
million portion to the
fund; the state will deposit
$26.8 million. That money
will be used to reimburse
cities for Super Bowl-re-
lated expenses such as po-
lice, fire and emergency
personnel. .

Small cities, big bucks
Some smaller cities in Tar-
rant County fared even
better.

9
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NEWSPAPER FUST
February sales taxes
City 20m 2010
Arlington $5.8 million $5.55 million
Fort Worth $6.95 million $6.69 million
Grapevine $2.3 million $2.15 million
Hurst $0.93 million $0.88 million
Mansfield $1.01 million $0.92 million
Southiake $0.85 million $0.90 million
Total $17.85 million $17.09 million

Source: Texas Comptroller's office

In Grapevine, where
hundreds of people stayed
in hotels and attended Su-
per Bowl-related events,
revenue climbed 7 percent.
That city collected $2.3
million.

Euless saw a 12 percent
bump in sales tax revenue,
to $738,000.

4Go up to Highway 121,
where Lowe's is. It’s jam-
packed in there,” sald Eu-
less Mayor Mary Lib Saleh,
who belleves “people are
spending money again)

Also seeing tax revenue
increase in February were
Hurst, 4.7 percent; Mans-
field, 9.3 percent; and
North Richland Hills, 1.8

percent,

Bedford, however, re-
ported a 0.9 percent de-
cline, to $622,000. City
officials are studying the
drop, said Clifford Black-
well, administrative ser-
vices director. He said they
hadn’t noticed abrupt

Dallas, which hosted
the National . Football
Leagus as well® as tHe
4,000-strong news media
contingent, reported a 6.2
percent bump in sales tax
receipts.

Irving, where the Green
Bay Packers stayed, posted
an 8.5 percent increase.

Later this week, Combs’
office will send April sales
tax allocations of $279.4
million to Texas cities, 5.2
percent more than a year
earlier. The comptroller
alsoreported that this year,
city sales tax allocations

-are running 6.7 percent

higher than last year.

Details on the April
sales tax payments to cit-
ies, counties and other en-
tities are available at
www.window.state.tx.us.
Staff writers Andrea Ahles, Max
8. Baker, John Henry and Steve
Norder contributed to this
report.

changes, such as large Gordon Dickson, 817-390-7796

numbers of businesses
closing,

“In all likelihood the
businesses are still there
and thriving; they just
didn’t do the same amount
of sales as last year,” he
said. “It may be the reces-
sion, or just consumer
choice.” .
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% change Median % change

Area ' Sales year ag price year ago
82  NE Arlington 2 9 $190999 10
83  Central west Arlington 32 -9 $117980 0
84  Central east Arlington 17 0 $35000 -32
85 Arlington, 42 24 $132,000 -24
Dalworthington
R E A I_ ESTAT E Gardens, Pantego
. 86 SE Arlington 1z -7 $75,000 14
S 87  Far SW Arlington 36 43 $149,250 [0}
WiSE CJUN} j E)(E)t;?r\; 88  Far SE Arlington 61 -47 $108,500 -6
%—'* ey 89 . Mansfield 72 15 $175.000 -2
! 1 102 90 Kennedale 4 43 $124,750 -16
i 101 Downtown FW 2 -82  $388,750 10
102 Saginaw, north FW - 92 31 $110,000 18
104 EastFW 39 -9 $78,000 -10
105 Southeast FW 22 -4 $22,500 18
{Rosedale)
106 South FW, Everman, 9 73 $76,750 13
’ Forest Hill
107 Central west and 47 13 $168,000 -3
= ! southwest FW (TCU)
248 "7l 108_Central west FW 39 28  $227.500 -6
é :f 5 ' 109 Northwest FW, 79 23 $16,000 1
S | River Oaks, Azle
£ | M South FW (south 91 -39 $100,750 -
z of I-20), Crowley
) E 12 Far west FW, 43 -39 $100,000 -8
Pool 2 Benbrook, White
E Settlement
] f 120 Bedford - 33 21 $133,750 18
] 121 Euless 30 33  $165,400 18
E 122 Hurst 41 -25 $128,900 -7
123 Colleyville 27 4 3408.800 -10
124 Grapevine 36 18  $239,250 -1
125 Southlake 38 31 $475,000 5
126 Keller 47 2 $302,500 16
127 N.Richland Hills, 47 34 $113,000 n
Richland Hills
128 Watauga 19 34 $87000 10
129 Haltom City, Riverside 30 7 $50000 14
130 FW Summerfields, 130 31 $139,980 -5
Park Glen
131  Roanoke 19 58 $142,500 0
132 Trophy Club, Westlake 16 -38  $351,700 -5

Sources: Texas A&M, NTREIS
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More and more Pacific
islanders call Euless home

A total of 1,101 live
there, up 29 percent
over the last 10 years.

By Terry Evans
tevans@star-telegram com
EULESS — Lotu and Kala
Iaseta exemplify census
statistics unique to Euless.

They became part of
Tarrant County’s largest
Polynesian population af-
ter Kala laseta’s brother
and sister, attending her
wedding in Hawaii, per-
suaded the Tongan couple
to become Texans.

According to the 2010

Census, 1,101 Hawaiians/
Pacific islanders live in Eu~
less, up 28.6 percent over
the decade. The only other
Tarrant city to come close
to that number is Fort
Worth, with 746.
. But the Iasetas have
something else in common
with a lot more of their
neighbors.

“We loved Euless right
away,” Kala laseta said. “I
like the environment”

Renting a duplex on
Wilshire Drive puts the Ia-
setas in a majority. Ac-

Census city view
Euless

Alock at area cities, based on data
from the U.S. Census Bureau.

a Search our interactive database
for census data in your area
at star-t

Ana Tuipulotu manages Shop
Aloha in Euless, which offers
an assortment of Hawaiian ap-

parel and foods.
Star-Telegram/Paul Moseley

cording to the 2009 Amer-
ican Community Survey,
Euless is a city of renters.
At 45.1 percent, Euless has
the lowest percentage of
owner-occupied homes in

Tarrant County, and about

half of the city’s homes are in
multifamily structures.

Euless residents have one
of the shortest commute
times in Tarrant, at about 22
minutes. One reason is that a
number of them work at Dal-
las/Fort Worth Airport,
which borders the city.

Lotu Iaseta is a baggage
handler for American Eagle
fleet service, which puts him
among many Polynesians
working at the airport.

Their culture followed
them. Ana Tuipulotu, man-
ager of Shop Aloha on West
Euless Boulevard, said busi-
ness is up lately because peo-
ple want itemns that other
stores don’t carry.

“There are a lot of luaus
going on,” she said. “They
come here to buy poi, pork
laulau and Hawaiian Portu-
guese sausage.”

People who've never even
seen the Pacific are drawn to
the store, too. It offers Kona
coffee and other Hawaiian
products such as muumuus
and Aloha shirts, macadamia
mats and guava, lilikoi and
passion fruit juices.

Terry Evans, 817 390-7620
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Euless snapshot
Population: 51,277 (up .5
percent from 2000)

Median household income:
$54450

Per capita income:; $28,183
Average family size: 3.2
Households with people
under 18: 311 percent
Households with people
over 65: 13,7 percent (up 3.7
percentage points)

Median age: 33.8

People who walk to work:
501

White population: 33,833
(down 2.6 percent)

Black: 5,497 (up 84 percent)
Asian: 5,301 (up 61 percent)
American Indian/Alaska
native: 330 (up 12 percent)
Two or more races: 1,884
{up 38 percent)

Hispanics of all races: 9,719
{up 58.6 percent)

Sources: 2009 American Communi-
ty Survey, 2010 Census
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