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EULESS — Anna Maria Sanchez likes to keep her home painted and yard neatly kept,
but the tasks became too much for her.

Sanchez, 75, a cancer survivor who also has other health problems, worked all her life
and never thought of asking for help.

But when maintaining her home became too difficult, she turned to 6 Stones, a Euless-
based nonprofit.

Her daughter Nora read about the cities of Hurst, Euless and Bedford working with 6
Stones to fix up homes for low-income residents as part of its community power
revitalization program.

She helped her mother apply, and volunteers spent three days in the spring repairing
doors, painting, cleaning up her yard and fixing broken plumbing.

Now, 6 Stones and Hurst, Euless and Bedford are encouraging homeowners to apply
for the “fall blitz” scheduled for early October.

“We are very thankful,” Anna Maria Sanchez said. “I can go out in my yard again and
take care of my plants. | am very grateful to the volunteers.”

Nora Sanchez, who often takes her mother to medical appointments, said the home
repair program is a godsend for her family.

“We were out there working with the volunteers,” Nora Sanchez said. “We were excited
to have the extra hands and get things done.”

‘This is hidden poverty’

Brian Cramer, director of community-powered resources for 6 Stones, said homeowners
who meet income guidelines can apply for help with Hurst, Euless or Bedford. The
residents are screened, and volunteers meet with them to determine their needs, he
said.

Cramer said homeowners who apply often have circumstances such as caring for
children with special needs or widowhood. Often they put off maintenance, he said.

“This is hidden poverty. You don't often see it unless you drive down a street and see
that a house needs work,” he said.

Homeowners in need “are right in our neighborhoods, and you don’t know it,” Cramer
said.
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Scott Sheppard, executive director of 6 Stones, said the nonprofit, which relies on a
network of volunteers, corporations and the cities to repair homes, said the mission is all
about “the village coming together to take care of the village.”

Sheppard said the poverty rate in the Hurst, Euless, Bedford area is around 10 percent,
and 50 percent of the students in the H-E-B school district are on free and reduced-
price lunches.

Other cities are looking to 6 Stones as a model, and next month the organization will
expand into Cleburne because of the growth in Johnson County, he said.

‘It's a good feeling’

Officials in Hurst, Euless and Bedford said that working with the faith-based nonprofit is
a rewarding experience, and that the repair work results in a domino effect to improve
neighborhoods.

The program began in Euless in 2008 and spread to Hurst and Bedford.

Ken Rawlinson, an investigator for the Euless Fire Department who also chairs the
community revitalization committee in Euless, said about 300 homes have been
repaired in the three cities.

“We recognized more than just prettier properties through the repairs, but dozens and
dozens of families with restored hope,” Rawlinson said in an email.

Deputy Bedford City Manager David Miller said he has seen similar results.

In Bedford, code enforcement officers can refer residents to the 6 Stones program, he
said.

Ashleigh Johnson, a spokeswoman for Hurst, said the community-powered revitalization
brings a “domino effect to neighborhoods.”

The city also has an employee giving day in the spring so that it can help the 6 Stones
volunteers with repairs. About 100 homes have been repaired in Hurst, she said.

Meanwhile, Nora Sanchez said she plans to volunteer during the fall blitz.

“It's a good feeling to help others,” she said. “We need to pass it forward and do a little if
we can to volunteer.”

Elizabeth Campbell, 817-390-7696 Twitter: @fwstliz
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SERVICES

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
Saturday, Aug. 23, 2014
11:00 AM

Legacy Church of Christ
8801 Mid-Cities Blvd.
North Richland Hills, TX

Send Flowers

GLENN PONDER PORTERFIELD

1939 - 2014 |Obituary| Condolences

Glenn Ponder Porterfield, 75, went to be with the Lord on Saturday, Aug. 16, 2014. After five
years of battling multiple illnesses culminating last week with a diagnosis of advanced cancer, he
peacefully passed from this life with family members at his side. As a passionate golfer, Glenn
now enjoys the ultimate golf course pain-free in heaven. Memorial service: A celebration of
Glenn's life will be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 23, at Legacy Church of Christ, 8801 Mid-Cities
Blvd., North Richland Hills. Glenn chose to donate his body to science at UNT Health Science
Center of Fort Worth. Honorary pallbearers will be Jimmy Payton, Billy Byers, Robert McMillon,
Paul Lucas, Jim Key and Dick Bartek. Memorials: In lieu of flowers, the family requests that
donations be made to Lifeline Chaplaincy, 2701 W. Berry St., Suite 102-103, Fort Worth, Texas
76109, or a charity of choice. Glenn was born Jan. 7, 1939, in Nashville, Ark., to George Stephen
and Dora Dean Ponder Porterfield. He and his parents moved to Weatherford when Glenn was 7.
After graduating from Weatherford High School in 1957, he served in the U.S. Army Reserves
until 1960. He attended the University of North Texas in Denton and graduated in 1963 with a
BBA in accounting and then the University of Wisconsin, School of Bank Administration, in 1971.

Glenn began his 36-year career in banking with Republic Bank in Dallas in 1966. He then began
serving as president for First National Bank of Euless in 1980, Lake Worth National Bank in 1987
and in 1997 Western American National Bank until his retirement in 2002. Glenn passionately
believed in the vital role of the local bank to its community. He also personally contributed to
those communities by serving as a board member or president of 15 different civic organizations
including the last 15 years as a member of the Euless City Council. Glenn loved his Lord and was
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a faithful and active member of the Churches of Christ all his life, serving as deacon and song
leader. Glenn enthusiastically enjoyed the game of golf and especially the fellowship the game
allowed with his friends. Survivors: Wife, Diane Winston Porterfield; daughters, Karen Ashby and
husband, Scott, of Paradise Valley, Ariz., and Cindy Guthrie and husband, Dwayne, of Oklahoma
City, Okla.; son, Mark Porterfield and wife, Joni, of North Richland Hills; stepsons, Greg and
Bryan Carson of Rincon, Puerto Rico; grandchildren, Nicole Ashby Miller and husband, Grant, of
Pasadena, Calif., Brook Ashby of Paradise Valley, Ariz., Brittany Ashby Hammack and husband,
Chris, of Scottsdale, Ariz., Trent Ashby of Los Angeles, Calif., Travis Guthrie and wife, Reagan,
of Edmond, Okla., Kristen Guthrie Rivera and husband, Sergio, of Oklahoma City, Okla., and
Caroline Guthrie of Edmond, Okla.; stepgrandson, Meshach Carson; and great-grandchildren,
Hayden, Harper, Josie and Charlie.
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