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Feb. 13 - Daddy/Daughter Val-
entine's Dance, 6:30 p.m., Eu-
less Family Life Center, 300
Midway Dr. Tickets $10 per cou-
ple (each additional sibling is $5)
available at the Euless Family
Life Center beginning January 15.
Contact 817-685-1666.

Feb. 14 - Mother/Son Valen-
tine's Brunch, 10:30 a.m., Euless
Family Life Center, 300 Midway
Dr. Tickets $10 per couple (each
additional sibling is $5) available
at the Euless Family Life Center
beginning Januaryls. Contact
817-685-1666. -

Feb. 17 - AARP tax help, 4-
7:30 p.m., Euless Public Library,
201 N. Ector Dr. Contact 817~
685-1480.

Feb, 17 - Planning and Zoning
Comunission meeting, 5:30 p.m.,
Euless City Hall, 201 N. Ector Dr.
Contact 817-685-1623.

Ongoing - Free tours of his-
toric Heritage Park are offered on
the second Saturday of every
month between 1 - 5 p.m. Visit
the all-new Euless Heritage Mu-
seum at the Ruth Millican Cen-
ter, as .well as the Himes Log

McCormick Barn. Contact Mary
at ofaiva-siale@eulesstx.gov or
817-685-1649. Group tours are
available on different days de-
pending on staff availability.

Ongoing - Lapsit Storytime,
10:30 a.m. each Tuesday, Euless
Public Library, 201 N. Ector Dr.
Contact 817-685-1480.

Ongoing- Amateur Radio
Euless meets on the second
Wednesday of each month at 7
p.m. in the Emergency Oper-
ations Center at the Euless Police
Department, 1102 W. Euless Blvd.
Whether you are already a li-
censed operator looking for a lo-
cal club or someone just inter-
ested inbecoming involved in the
hobby, you are welcome. To at-
tend a club meeting or for addi-
tional information, contact Joe
Kraft with the Euless Office of
Emergency Management at 817-
685-3144 or eulessinfo@euless-
texas.gov.

Ongoing - ESL Conversation
Club, 7 p.m. each Tuesday, Eu-
less Public Library, 201 N. Ector
Dr. ESL Conversation Club re-
quires no registration. Adults 18
and older are welcome to come in
and practice their speaking and
listening skills. This class is for
the Intermediate to Advanced
student (ESL levels 2-4). Stu-
dents must be able to hold a con-
versation in English in order to
. icipate. No childcare is pro-
vided. Contact 817-685-1480.

Ongoing - Toddler Story-
time, 10:30 a.m. each Thursday,
Euless Public Library, 201 N. Ec-
tor Dr. Contact 817-685-1480.
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Texas Health H-E-B announces ICU
expansion

By Elizabeth Campbell
liz@star-telegram.com

BEDFORD - Construction
is underway on a $25 mil-
lion expansion of the in-
tensive care unit at Texas
Health Harris Methodist
Hospital H-E-B that will
improve care to critically ill
patients in Northeast Tar-
rant County.

Hospital officials de-
scribed the expansion as a
game-changer for the
community.

T think it’s a huge step
for the whole community;

we've been pretty proud of
our ICU here. We've given
pretty extraordinary care,’
said Dr. Gary Jones, a pul-
monary and critical care
physician at Texas Health
H-E-B, 1600 Hospital
Parkway in Bedford.
Hospital President
| Paganelli said
planning for the expansion
began several years ago
when the hospital began
treating more critically ill
patients.
An aging population
and reforms to the health-

care system mean that the
hospital is caring for more
people who are critically
ill, she said.

The three-story build-
ing will tie in to the hospi-
tal’s existing tower, and
features willinclude: anew
18-bed high-acuity inten-
sive care unit, an interven-
tional radiology suite and
room for expansion.

The radiology suite will
allow doctors to perform
minimally invasive imag-
ing-guided procedures to
treat chronic illnesses such

as kidney disease and con-
ditions such as unusual
blood clotting.

The new unit will also
have private rooms so that
patients won’t have to be
moved as their condition
changes from when they
are admitted to when they
are released.

Other features include
four rooms dedicated to
bariatric care with ceiling
lifts to help move patients
from the bed to the bath-
room and two isolation
rooms. for patients with

contagious or infectious
diseases ‘

Paganelli said funding
for the expansion will
come from Texas Health
Resources, and the hospital
will also launch a $2 mil-
lion capital campaign.

The new facility should
be completed by July 2016,
freeing up more space in
the hospital to treat pa-
tients who don’t need in-
tensive care., :

“When you get sick
enough to go to an inten-
sive care unit, it is one of

the most physical and
emotional experiences the
patient and family will go
through,” Jones said.
Jones added that the
most recent ICU expansion
was 15 years ago and that
doctors nowadays are us-
ing more tools to treat pa-
tients and that ICU rooms
are getting crowded.
Margaret Markey, H-E-
B’s nursing manager of
critical care, said that the
expansion will provide a
more natural setting for
patients and their families.
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“I wasn’t that kid that grew up wanting to be a firefighter,” O’Brien said, pointing out now that that he
couldn’t estimate the number of fires or emergency medical calls he has been on since he started in the
fire department in September 1981.

In 1981, Euless had just two fire stations and no ambulance service.

Times have changed. The city now has three fire stations and the fire department operates its own
ambulance service, accounting for a majority of the calls that the firefighters make each year. In 2013,
firefighters made 4,375 service calls, paramedics/firefighters responded to 3,076 medical calls and
fought 156 fires in the city.

“From day one, it has been very interesting to me,” O’Brien said.

O’Brien and the fire department were a perfect match. Within five years after he was hired, O’Brien was
a driver, then promoted to lieutenant and later captain. By 1996, fire officials named him as battalion
chief.

O’Brien has seen the changes in equipment and fire trucks through the years, but for him, the medical
service calls have been the biggest change in his firefighting career..

“We went from a couple of paramedics on the department to all paramedics,” O’Brien said. “And
statistics show that the emergency medical calls make up the majority of our calls now in this city.”

O’Brien should know Euless — he grew up in the city and attended Trinity High School, graduating in
1980.

“He has held every shift position in the Euless Fire Department allowing him to have a unique
perspective on how the job gets done,” said Fire Chief Wes Rhodes, who has been head of the
department since 2011. “And what it takes to get the job done.”

The fire chief noted that O’Brien’s experience has been a resource for the department and adjacent fire
units.

“John O’Brien is extremely intelligent and has a high attention to detail,” Rhodes said. “He is often asked
to work on projects that require research or are very technical. John takes care of his personnel and
looks out for what is best for the department and the community.”

















